
News story: First plot stone unveiled
at new service accomodation site in
Wiltshire

Lieutenant General Nick Pope CBE, Deputy Chief of the General Staff, together
with Mr John Leary, Lovell’s Major Projects Director unveiled the stone with
representatives of the Army Basing Programme (ABP), Defence Infrastructure
Organisation (DIO) and Lovell in attendance.

Work is well underway across the Salisbury Plain Training Area to prepare for
the Service personnel returning from Germany in 2019 under the ABP. A
critical construction activity is the provision of Service Family
Accommodation. This constitutes the building of 917 new homes at 3 sites on
Salisbury Plain; Bulford, Larkhill and Ludgershall. In addition, ABP has
purchased 100 homes of open market housing at Tidworth. The build of new
homes represents a significant investment on Salisbury Plain and is critical
to enable the final units to relocate to Wiltshire from Germany and within
the UK in 2019.

General Pope said:

The new homes that Lovell are providing on behalf of the Army
Basing Programme is testament to the Army’s commitment to invest in
our estate providing 21st century living and working facilities for
our soldiers and their families.

Since Ministry of Defence contracted with Lovell in November 2017, work is
now well underway across all 3 sites. At Bulford, where 225 new homes are
being built, the Roads & Sewers works are largely complete and over a third
of the foundations have already been laid. The Bulford programme is the most
advanced of the SFA sites and timber frame installations have commenced.

Alongside the groundworks element, Lovell has also been undertaking enabling
works including 2 new section 278 access junctions and the installation of
its administration/welfare facilities and storage compound. These facilities
coupled with strong supply chain relationships will allow Lovell to deliver
this prestigious project at the fast track rate required in order to ensure
homes are ready for the returning Service personnel and their families.

Mark Duddy, ABP Programme Director said:

I am really impressed with the speed of delivery and the amount of
progress that has been made since the contract was signed in
November; we remain firmly on track to deliver the required new
homes to enable the units to return from Germany in 2019. This
project is an excellent example of how we are updating the estate
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by providing first class living accommodation for our Service
personnel.

John Leary said:

Lovell were delighted to host today’s event to mark the
commencement of superstructure works on our SPTA scheme. We were
honoured to welcome Lieutenant General Nick Pope CBE to unveil our
commemorative stone, representing a significant milestone at the
Bulford site and for the SPTA SFA project as a whole. We look
forward to continuing to work with the ABP, WYG and our supply
chain partners to ensure timely delivery of high quality SFA for
our Service families.’

News story: The injured troops
revolutionising motorsport visit The
Defence Medical Rehabilitation Centre

Team BRIT aims to be the first ever all-disabled team to race in the Le Mans
24 hour race. It has developed the world’s most advanced hand control
technology to allow its injured drivers to compete equally.

The majority of the team’s drivers are injured military troops who spent time
at DMRC Headley Court as part of their recovery process. On Wednesday 23 May,
the team visited the centre, taking along its Aston Martin V8 Vantage to
speak to service personnel and staff about the team, its target and how it is
revolutionising motorsport.

Drivers who took part in the visit include Martyn Compton who received burns
to 75% of his body following an ambush in Afghanistan, Jon-Allan Butterworth
MBE, the country’s most successful military Paralympian who lost an arm
following an attack in Iraq and Warren McKinlay, who suffered Cotard’s
Syndrome as a result of a traumatic brain injury, leading him to believe he
was dead.

The team hopes that the visit to DMRC Headley Court will inspire some of
those receiving treatment at the centre to consider opportunities such as
driving with Team BRIT.

Nicola Norville, Deputy Charities Coordinator at DMRC Headley Court said:

We are delighted to welcome Team BRIT and our former patients to
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DMRC Headley Court. Their visit demonstrates how valuable the role
of intensive rehabilitation is and the incredible outcomes that are
achievable. We value the friendship that we have with Team BRIT and
look forward to strengthening our links. With the support of the
DMRC Benevolent Fund, we hope to capitalise on the opportunities
available to us through such initiatives. Thank you to all involved
and for your commitment to our patients.

CEO and Founder of Team BRIT, Dave Player said:

The team at DMRC Headley Court plays such a significant role in the
rehabilitation of military personnel and we’re very proud to be
part of the journey of some of the people who have spent time
there.

Through Team BRIT and our linked charity KartForce, we hope to show
injured troops and any disabled people, that there are incredible
opportunities out there and that disability is not a barrier to
achieving amazing things.

Press release: Alun Cairns visits
Afghanistan and praises: “incredible
spirit and contribution” of Welsh
soldiers

Welsh troops based in Afghanistan are showing the “incredible spirit” of
Welsh soldiers throughout history as they work to support the war-torn
country, Alun Cairns said today.

The Secretary of State for Wales spoke after a 24-hour visit to see soldiers
of the Welsh Guards based in the Afghan capital Kabul. Mr Cairns sat down
with soldiers to learn more about their role in providing security and
mentoring help to Afghan officials as the country’s Government continues its
work of reconstruction. He also met senior British army commanders for an
update on the troops’ peace-keeping mission.

Mr Cairns said:

I was inspired by the incredible spirit and determination of the
soldiers I met who are doing their job in a volatile and often
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dangerous environment.

Having heard from the soldiers first-hand about their life in
Kabul, I am incredibly proud of what the Welsh Guards are doing.
This is a regiment with a century-long history of serving across
the world in conflicts from WWII to Palestine and the Falklands.
They are now on their third tour of duty in Afghanistan, and
showing the incredible spirit they always do.

While I have always championed our Welsh servicemen and women,
being in Afghanistan really brought home to me the work they do in
dangerous circumstances. All of Wales owes them a vote of thanks.

There are currently 260 members of the Welsh Guards battle group deployed to
Kabul as part of NATO’s Resolute Support Mission from all parts of Wales. The
Secretary of State for Wales visited the Regiment’s base camp, sat in on
preparations for a patrol and also learned more about their support for the
Afghan National Army Officer Academy – often compared to the country’s
equivalent of Sandhurst – which is producing the Afghan army’s future officer
corps.

Notes to editors:

The Welsh Guards came into existence on 26 February 1915 by Royal
Warrant of George V in order to include Wales in the national component
to the Foot Guards. They were the last of the Guards to be created, with
the Irish Guards coming into being in 1900. Just three days later, 1st
Battalion Welsh Guards mounted its first King’s Guard at Buckingham
Palace on 1 March 1915 – St David’s Day. Since then the Welsh Guards has
served in WW2, Palestine, Aden, The Falklands War, Northern Ireland, the
Balkans, Iraq and Afghanistan. The Welsh Guards are Wales’s Senior
Infantry Regiment with a formidable reputation forged throughout the
last century.

The regiment maintains very close links to the Royal Family and the
Colonel of the Regiment is HRH The Prince of Wales. Due to the regiments
dual role as combat soldiers and ceremonial troops, it is inextricably
tied to the Royal Family. It is the fifth regiment of Foot Guards and
regularly conducts guard duty at the Royal palaces and on state
occasions such as the Trooping of the Colour.

News story: Defence Secretary praises
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troops about to embark on countering
elephant and rhino poaching operation

The Defence Secretary met several personnel at West Midlands Safari Park
today as they prepare to deploy to East Africa next month. The personnel met
zoological experts at the park, which works with conservation bodies to help
protect threatened species such as African elephants.

Mr Williamson said:

Our Armed Forces are a force for good around the world and are at
the forefront of protecting the world’s most endangered species
from criminal gangs.

This evil trade is worth £17 billion and poses an existential
threat to the planet’s most majestic mammals – it is our duty to
preserve them for future generations.

Britain is leading the way in putting an end to barbaric illegal
wildlife poaching, and I’m proud of the immense contribution our
Armed Forces are making in stopping criminals’ profiteering from
the slaughter of rhinos and elephants.

The Government is also introducing one of the world’s toughest bans
on ivory, showing how seriously we take this issue.

A specialist team of two dozen troops, drawn from a variety of British Army
units, will spend weeks working alongside park rangers passing on expertise
in areas such as tracking and counter insurgency tactics built up in previous
operational tours in countries including Afghanistan.

Over the past year several British Army teams have worked in Gabon in the
west of Africa and Malawi in east Africa to help park rangers improve their
tracking of poachers. The training has allowed them to cover far larger
distances as they attempt to find criminals who shoot the elephants and
rhinos for their valuable ivory.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-defence-secretary-praises-troops-about-to-embark-on-countering-elephant-and-rhino-poaching-operation/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-defence-secretary-praises-troops-about-to-embark-on-countering-elephant-and-rhino-poaching-operation/


Military personnel at West Midlands Safari Park. Crown Copyright.

Earlier this month Prime Minister Theresa May confirmed that Britain would
bring in a ban on ivory sales, as part of a plan to protect elephants for
future generations. The ban will cover ivory items of all ages – not just
those produced after a certain date. The maximum penalty for breaching the
ban will be an unlimited ban or up to five years in jail.

Major James Cowen, leading the deployment in Malawi, said:

We’re enthusiastic about this mission because it represents a real
opportunity to pass on our expertise and build partnerships with
counterparts who are working night and day to help protect these
animals. It shows that the British Army is flexible and committed
to an international outlook.

The operation is funded with help from the Department for Food, Rural Affairs
and Agriculture.



News story: British Army’s new air
defence missile blasts airborne target
by Baltic Sea

Trials of the new Land Ceptor weapon took place close to the Baltic Sea on a
Swedish test fire range, with video footage showing a missile being launched
from a vehicle and destroying an aerial target in a display of the new
weapon’s accuracy and power.

Built by MBDA, Land Ceptor comprises the Common Anti-air Modular Missile
(CAMM), a launcher vehicle and two fire unit support vehicles. It is being
developed to protect British troops on operations from aerial threats,
including hostile combat aircraft and air-launched munitions.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

In the face of intensifying threats, it is vital that our Armed
Forces have the capabilities to keep Britain safe.

Land Ceptor will be a formidable battlefield barrier, protecting
our troops from strikes and enemy aircraft while on operations.

Land Ceptor is highly mobile, can be rapidly deployed across challenging
terrain, and be brought into action in less than 20 minutes.

From the same family of weapons systems as Sea Ceptor, which will defend the
Royal Navy’s Type 23 and Type 26 Frigates, Land Ceptor will provide the
stopping power within the cutting-edge Sky Sabre air defence system, and will
equip 16th Regiment, Royal Artillery.
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Land Ceptor completes it’s first successful firing trials. Crown copyright.

The success of the Land Ceptor trials follows the Defence Secretary’s recent
announcement of Sea Ceptor entering service with the Royal Navy proves CAMM’s
effectiveness both in the land and maritime environments.

The trial, which followed previous munitions tests, was the first time Land
Ceptor had been test-fired as a whole system, including the cutting-edge SAAB
Giraffe radar.

The development and manufacture of Land Ceptor is enabled through a £250
million contract between Defence Equipment and Support (DE&S) and MBDA. Work
to develop both Land Ceptor and Sea Ceptor is sustaining 760 MBDA jobs in the
UK.

DE&S Director Weapons, Richard Smart, said:

This trials firing is an important stepping stone towards bringing
Land Ceptor into service with the British Army as part of the wider
Sky Sabre air defence system. Land Ceptor performed as expected and
the firing has helped us to verify innovative modelling of overall
system performance.

The DE&S project team, based in Bristol, will continue to work
closely with our suppliers to ensure this cutting-edge system
provides an effective shield for UK troops as they, in turn,
protect the UK’s security and interests.



Land Ceptor has far greater battlefield awareness and intelligence than the
current Rapier system as its engagement range is three times greater and the
Giraffe radar and Rafael Battlespace Management Command, Control, Compute,
Communicate and Inform (BMC4I) system within Sky Sabre will be able to
observe incoming threats from seven times further away.

The missiles can be launched in quick succession to defeat as many as eight
different threats at once, even if obstacles such as trees and terrain are in
the way.

The system will now undergo further development and trials before Sky Sabre
enters service, in the early 2020s.


