
News story: Research partnership
visits Development, Concepts and
Doctrine Centre (DCDC)

The research institute, RAND Europe, formed the consortium, the Global
Strategic Partnership, to respond to DCDC’s need for the provision of
research and analysis support to the Strategic Analysis Team.

The consortium includes the International Institute of Strategic Studies
(IISS) and the University of Exeter, spearheaded by the Strategy and Security
Institute.

Representatives from the GSP member organisations described the capabilities
they offered. MOD Crown Copyright 2018.

It also has access to organisations and individuals providing specific
subject matter and analytical expertise. These include: QinetiQ, Newman and
Spurr Consultancy (NSC), Aleph Insights, Simplexity Analysis and Professor
Sir Huw Strachan.

The visit gave DCDC personnel a chance to engage with the different members
of the partnership and hear first-hand how their capabilities could inform
and support future work.
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News story: MOD contribution to
international security highlighted in
annual report

Using funding from the CSSF, which delivers and supports security,
peacekeeping, and stability across the globe, UK military personnel played a
crucial role in several cross-government programmes. The report highlights in
particular the defence contribution to the Hurricane Irma relief effort,
training provided to the African Union Mission to Somalia and UK support to
the Lebanese military.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

“Whether it’s contributing to the destruction of Daesh or rapidly responding
to natural disasters, our world class Armed Forces are always ready to help
make the world more secure.

“The variety of roles our military does, as highlighted in today’s CSSF
report, embodies the role Global Britain plays in maintaining international
stability.”

The report details Defence’s significant contribution to the £57 million
released towards the Caribbean response to Hurricane Irma. UK military,
working alongside other government bodies, helped to deliver the re-
electrification of Anguilla within three months of the hurricane.

British support to the African Union Mission to Somalia is building their
capacity to restore stability in Somalia and transition to Somali-led
security, protecting civilians and tackling the use of child soldiers.

Elsewhere, UK support to the Lebanese military contributes to the country’s
successful operations to counter terrorist and destabilising activity within
its borders. The Lebanon is still the only nation – and the Lebanese Armed
Forces (LAF) the only army – to have successfully repelled an invasion from
Daesh.

News story: LOGNET 18-1: modernising
defence logistics 7 to 8 June 2018

With an aim of enabling better sustainment of the Armed Forces, LOGNET sought
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to retain a continuous dialogue between industry and Defence by explaining
the challenges which Defence is currently seeking to solve. It highlighted
emerging themes where focussed effort was being placed, with the broad
spectrum of attendees from across the logistic enterprise providing a useful
forum for developing ideas and exploring a breadth of views.

Major General Angus Fay CB, the Assistant Chief of the Defence Staff
(Logistic Operations) opened the event with the strategic context for Defence
Logistics:

Coming out of the campaigning era, logistics needed to be made fit
for purpose and we have achieved that. But Defence is still
transforming and we have big challenges. Currently we are
supporting 32 named operations in five continents, enabling over 20
training teams, deploying a force out to Ex SAIF SAREEA in Oman
later this year, and at the same time maintaining a physical Royal
Navy presence in the Pacific.

From this, the question I’ve been asked is how do we make ourselves
more deployable and how do we make ourselves more lethal at the far
end? The answer is readiness and being materially ready. And this
idea of being prepared and responsive to deploy to continental
Europe, the Middle East and to the Pacific remains a major
challenge for us. Trying to address these issues is why we need to
continue to modernise Defence logistics.

The General’s introduction was followed by presentations from the j-Hub on
how they are attempting to achieve faster procurement, an overview of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) Sustainment Procurement Agency and
the benefits it can provide to civilian companies, and briefs from the
Concept and Force Development team on potential areas of technology to
conduct research and development. The remainder of the conference focussed on
two key technologies that Defence Logistic intends on advancing; additive
manufacture and logistic information systems. The deep dives on these areas
provided useful feedback from delegates on where they could be better
developed, whilst drawing together the stakeholders from Defence to create a
coherent view of how they will be driven forward in a productive and
efficient manner.



Delegates conduct workshops on logistic information systems and career
streams. Crown Copyright 2018. Photographer: Major John Vance.

LOGNET 18-1 was fortunate to have two further keynote speeches. The first
from Charles Forte, Chief Information Officer for the Ministry of Defence,
opened the second day by laying out the challenges for information in the
modern age of Defence. Air Vice Marshal (Retd) Matt Wiles provided a
different perspective with an industry view of working with Defence,
outlining Team Leidos’ success on the Logistic Commodities and Service
Transformation Programme.

The outcomes of LOGNET 18-1 will be included in a report to be distributed
and fed into a follow-up event later in the year.

18-2 is currently scheduled to be held on 9 October 2018 in London, and those
wishing to attend can register at https://lognet18-2.eventbrite.co.uk.

If you would like further information on LOGNET or any of the information
briefed at the event, please get in touch with the LOGNET team on 0207 807
8598.
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Press release: UK host Australia-UK
ministerial talks

Updated: Added link to joint statement

The UK Government will host Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop
and Australian Minister for Defence Marise Payne in the UK for the 10th
Australia-United Kingdom Ministerial Consultations (AUKMIN) on Friday 20 July
2018.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt and Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson will
join their counterparts for discussions of high level foreign policy, defence
and security issues between the United Kingdom and Australia. This AUKMIN
marks over a decade since the talks began and is a chance for both nations to
reflect on the enormous progress made over that time.

Speaking ahead of the talks Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said:

Australia is one of the UK’s closest allies and I am delighted to
be co-hosting Foreign Minister Bishop and Defence Minister Payne so
soon after being appointed as Foreign Secretary. Our relationship
with Australia is based on shared history, interests and values,
and we have a dynamic modern friendship including a significant
exchange of people and goods. The recent commissioning of nine
warships from BAE, to be manufactured in Australia, is a sterling
example of this relationship in action.

I look forward to our continued work together on global challenges
and opportunities – based on our shared respect for the rules-based
international system. The fight against extremism and terror,
eliminating modern slavery and encouraging global co-operation will
be top of the agenda during this tenth AUKMIN. Talks with
businesses and government on boosting trade between us when we
leave the EU will also be a top priority.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

We are entering an exciting new era for Britain and Australia with
our two nations having one of the strongest relationships in the
world. With both our world class Armed Forces respected and present
all over the globe, defence is one of the pillars of our deep and
enduring relationship.
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The £20 billion Global Combat Ship deal between BAE Systems and the
Australian Government demonstrates how defence and our Armed Forces
are not just vital to keeping us safe but also crucial to
delivering prosperity, jobs, and keeping our two countries at the
height of innovation and advanced manufacturing. I look forward to
strengthening our historic defence relationship further this week.

The United Kingdom has a strong and dynamic relationship with Australia
underpinned by common values, shared heritage and a closely aligned strategic
outlook. Military ties between the 2 nations are deep and long-standing,
including a range of operational and intelligence activities such as joint-
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq. The recent awarding of a £20 billion
contract from the Australian Government to BAE Systems to build nine British
Type 26 Global Combat Ships is a demonstration of the relationship between
the 2 countries creating a safer world.

Following the talks, a joint statement was published: The UK and Australia: a
dynamic partnership for the 21st century.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter @Jeremy_Hunt and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

Media enquiries

For journalists

Email
newsdesk@fco.gov.uk

Newsdesk
020 7008 3100
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News story: The Veterans Advisory &
Pension Committee North East embark
upon moves to counter identity theft

Concerns relating to information security in the official payment of pensions
or benefits was examined and an ongoing project to improve the protection of
the armed forces community was launched.

This important concern resulted in a veteran contacting the Board concerned
that Veterans UK and The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
inappropriately share confidential information with the recipient’s bank
opening the possibility of identity theft.

The North East Board’s Mr Peter Sinclair examined the problem and found that
Veterans UK, and The Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) provide banks
with the veteran or benefit claimant’s National Security Number, and
specifics of the claimant’s pension or benefit. This information being listed
on every payment of the pension or benefit is open to a considerable number
of people. This laxity opens the veterans or community member to the
possibility of identity theft.

Upon speaking with senior bank officers, he discovered that such personal
information is not needed by the bank and it appears to be a remnant of a
procedure going back many decades and even then, was not information needed
for financial institutions to process pensions or benefits.

The North East Board have raised concerns that providing such sensitive
information is a breach of Data Protection Laws and is directly counter to
the Government’s advice on providing such sensitive information, which
specifically states;

To prevent identity fraud, keep your National Insurance number
safe. Don’t share it with anyone who doesn’t need it.

The NE Board have raised serious concerns that the provision of such personal
information raises the danger of the armed forces community, especially the
vulnerable ones, to having their identity stolen and that such service
identifiers could constitute a security problem for the armed forces
community.

The North East Board has made their concerns noted and are actively making
moves to ensure that such potential problems are addressed and veterans and
the whole armed forces community have the same protections as every other
member of the community. They are actively seeking to ensure that the
procedure effecting the armed forces community comply with the letter and
spirit of the law regarding information sharing.

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-the-veterans-advisory-pension-committee-north-east-embark-upon-moves-to-counter-identity-theft/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-the-veterans-advisory-pension-committee-north-east-embark-upon-moves-to-counter-identity-theft/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-the-veterans-advisory-pension-committee-north-east-embark-upon-moves-to-counter-identity-theft/


The North East Board is pursuing this matter with urgency.


