
Clean water – and plenty of it

I never understand why it is fashionable establishment thinking to want to
limit our use of water. Water is the commonest of substances on our planet.
Here in the UK we have plenty of fresh water on top of the huge volumes of
salt water all round our coast, alleviating the need to filter the salt out
of what we use.

There is a water cycle where the winds pick up water from the sea, form
clouds and then deposit a lot of it on our islands. All we have to do is to
store it in lakes or reservoirs and draw on it as required, with suitable
cleaning and filtering to ensure safety if we drink it. Our using it does not
destroy it. We pass it out in used and dirty form, only for it to go round
the cycle again and re-emerge as clean water to use again.

The UK industry is heavily regulated. The price control regulation builds in
a strict restraint on providing more water capacity, as the regulator
effectively controls how much capital can be applied. We have a strange
system where there is a single supply to each home, so you need to use
drinking standard water on flushing loos and hosing your garden instead of
using grey water for these purposes. Maybe the way to go is to encourage more
homes to collect their own rainwater for lower grade uses, cutting the
outflow through the dirty water system and reducing demand for high quality
water.

It would be good if the regulators would allow a bit more capacity to be
available. We are vulnerable to drought periods, so we do not want a repeat
of the mid 1970s hot 1976 summer which would stretch the system too much. We
keep adding homes and people to the south east with no new reservoir
capacity. It cannot go on like that. We should be building new reservoirs
now. They can be attractive landscape features, and would be welcome as an
alternative to a new housing estate in a given area under pressure of
development.

High standards are essential for drinking water. On the whole the UK achieves
this.The issues relate to water rationing and future needs. As we move to
growing more of our own food at home we will need more water for crops.
Richer societies want more water for everything from showers to car cleaning
and garden maintenance. Let’s get on with catering for those demands from
what should be a good growth business.

The water industry under its regulators has to tell people in the middle of a
warm summer they should throttle back on water use, when they should be
revelling in high demand. You do not hear the hot cross bun makers telling
people at easter their buns are rationed because people want too many of
them.
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Exams next year

The Secretary of State for Education has set out the position for 2021:

Arrangements for exams and assessments in 2021
I am writing following the announcement setting out arrangements for exams
and assessments in summer 2021. I believe every student must have the
opportunity to demonstrate their learning, gain the qualifications they
deserve, and progress to the next stage of their lives.
We acknowledge that students due to sit exams next summer have experienced
considerable disruption to their education, and it is right that we give
them, and their teachers, more time to prepare.
We have worked with the sector, Ofqual and exam boards to agree that most
summer exams and assessments will start three weeks later than planned,
without delaying students from progressing to their next stage of education
or training. In addition to changes to the content of assessments for certain
subjects set by Ofqual, this will give pupils extra time to prepare. These
changes primarily relate to England, as well as students elsewhere who
undertake exams offered by boards operating in England with qualifications
regulated by Ofqual.
We recognise that a shorter exam window, when combined with the risk of
selfisolation, may mean that some students miss exams. To mitigate this I
have announced that one maths and one English GCSE paper will take place
before the May half term. This will ensure there is sufficient time between
papers, allowing Year 11 pupils who need to self-isolate to sit at least one
paper in these core subjects.
To ensure students can begin the following academic year as normal, results
days for GCSE, AS, and A levels will take place across two days in the same
week of August; AS and A levels on 24 August and GCSEs on 27 August. Students
studying level 2 and 3 vocational and technical qualifications for
progression will receive their results no later than these dates. We also
expect that, for the majority of vocational and technical qualifications
taken alongside or instead of GCSE, AS and A level exams, awarding
organisations will look to align timetables with 2021 exams.
Additional support for lost teaching time
These arrangements are backed up by significant support to help students make
up for lost teaching time. We have previously announced a catch-up package
worth £1bn, including a ‘Catch-Up Premium’ worth £650m. Our expectation is
that this funding will be spent on additional support to help children and
young people catch up after a period of disruption

We also announced a new £350m National Tutoring Programme which will increase
access to high-quality tuition for disadvantaged and vulnerable students,
helping to accelerate their academic progress and tackling the attainment gap
between them and their peers. In addition, the 16-19 Tuition Fund provides up
to £96m for small group tutoring for disadvantaged students in sixth forms,
colleges and all other 16-19 providers.
Our continued commitment to exams in uncertain times
We are working closely with Ofqual over the coming weeks to engage with
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teaching unions, exam boards and other stakeholders to develop contingencies
for all scenarios that may impede students from sitting their exams fairly.
The Contain Framework includes expectations for how local lockdowns will
affect education, including a statement that schools and colleges are to
remain open. This government continues to make the education of children a
priority, building on the remarkable efforts of teachers, students and
parents across the country in keeping children in school – and in learning –
through these challenging times.

Mock greenery

There is a rogue element and an extreme element amongst the carbon
campaigners. The rogue element trades in pardons and offers false
reassurances that their goods and services are green. The extreme advocates
demand lifestyle sacrifices well beyond what most people are prepared to
consider, whilst often themselves disobeying their own strictures in order to
attend another global conference or a City demo. They expect others to give
up the foreign holiday in the sun and to abandon the family car, whilst they
jet or drive to their important climate change events.

It is emerging that some people who claim to offer renewable energy in
practice supply electricity from the general grid supply like everyone else,
which still has a majority of power generated from non renewable sources. The
attempts to hypothecate some renewable supply may entitle the renewable
generator to earn a little more by offering a made from renewables
certificate, but in most cases there is no dedicated cable to take that
particular electricity to the end user.

The whole carbon trading scheme is designed to let companies that need to
burn gas or oil to buy in or to be given permits to do so. The movement to
“price carbon” can make things dearer and deprive more low income people of
good products but it cannot transform the current state of technology or make
people fall in love with green solutions they think are inferior. There is a
danger that the richer people buy in to green theory in the knowledge they
can still afford their petrol car and their jet flights whilst seeing the
higher prices for carbon based travel or heating as the way to ration lower
income families away from them.

The carbon revolution needs iconic and good products that people want to buy.
Governments do not need to legislate or to subsidise to get people to buy
smart phones and tablets. They do so because they like these products and the
services they allow. Meanwhile in the UK many people will not even accept a
smart meter offered with no specific charge to them for having one, such is
the suspicion of the estabishment motives. We still do not see the iconic
Mini or Beetle of the electric car world. Nor do we yet have the ubiquitous
replacement for the domestic gas boiler that will take over our homes in the
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way tvs and washing machines did in the 1960s and 1970s. Revolutionaries need
willing tidal waves of supporters which will only come from having superior
products with something better more people want.
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My speech during the debate on the
Internal Market Bill on New Clause 4,
29 September 2020

Sir John Redwood (Wokingham) (Con): I support the Government’s amendments to
the legislation for the reasons outlined admirably by the Minister—it did
need a little strengthening and this is a welcome clarification—but I rise
mainly to oppose new clause 1.

I am disappointed with the official Opposition, because I was delighted after
the clear decision of the people in the last general election that the
Opposition said that they now fully accepted the result of the referendum,
although it took place years ago—the previous Parliament blocked its timely
implementation. We had a rerun in the general election and the Opposition
fully accepted the verdict of that general election, yet here we are again
today, with new clause 1 deliberately trying to undermine the British
Government’s sensible negotiating position in the European Union.

Whenever there is a disagreement in interpretation of that original
withdrawal agreement between the United Kingdom and the European Union, the
Opposition and most of the other opposition parties rush to accept the
EU’s—very political—interpretation of the situation and rush to say that
anything the UK Government wish to assert in this Parliament, or in a court
of law if it came to that, is clearly illegal.

It is preposterous that we have so many MPs who so dislike the people of this
country that they are still trying to thwart the very clear wish to have a
Brexit that makes sense.

Karin Smyth (Bristol South) (Lab): Will the right hon. Gentleman give way?

Sir John Redwood: I must not take up too much time. I wish to develop my
argument quickly.

We have to recognise what we are dealing with here. The EU withdrawal
agreement was pretty unsatisfactory and one-sided because the previous
Parliament stopped the Government putting a strong British case and getting
the support of this Parliament in the way the British people wanted.
The Prime Minister wisely went to Europe and did his best to amend the
withdrawal agreement but it was quite clear from the agreed text that a lot
was outstanding and rested to be resolved in the negotiations to be designed
around the future relationship, because we used to say that nothing is agreed
until everything is agreed and that the withdrawal terms had to run alongside
the future relationship.

The EU won that one thanks to the dreadful last Parliament undermining our
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position all the time. This Prime Minister is trying to remedy that and the
only reason I was able to vote for the European Union (Withdrawal) Act
2018—much of it was an agreement that I knew had lots of problems with it—was
that we put in clause 38, a clear assertion of British sovereignty against
the possibility that the EU did not mean what it said in its promises to my
right hon. Friend the Prime Minister and did not offer that free trade
agreement, which was going to be at the core of the new relationship. We
therefore needed that protection, so I am pleased that the Government put it
in.

That made me able to vote for the measure to progress it to the next stage,
but I was always clear that the EU then needed to get rid of all its
posturing and accept what it had said and signed up to—that the core of our
new relationship was going to be a free trade agreement. We were going to be
a third country, we were not going to be under its laws and we were not going
to be in its single market and customs union, but it has systematically
blocked that free trade agreement. The UK has tabled a perfectly good one
based on the agreements the EU has offered to other countries that it did not
have such a close relationship with, but it has not been prepared to accept
it. Well, why does it not table its own? Why does it not show us what it
meant when it signed up to having a free trade agreement at the core of our
relationship? If it will not, we will leave without a deal and that will be a
perfectly good result for the British people, as I said before the referendum
and have always said subsequently.

Of course, it would be better if we could resolve those matters through that
free trade agreement. As colleagues will know, many of the problems with the
Northern Ireland protocol fall away if we have that free trade agreement, and
we are only in this position because the EU is blocking it.

Why is the EU blocking the agreement? It says that it wants to grab our fish.
I have news for it: they are not on offer. They are going to be returned to
the British people, I trust. I am always being told by Ministers that they
are strong on that. The EU wishes to control our law making and decide what
state aid is in the United Kingdom. No, it will not. We voted to decide that
within the framework of the World Trade Organisation and the international
rules that govern state aid—rules, incidentally, that the EU regularly
breaks. It has often been found guilty of breaking international state aid
rules and has been fined quite substantially as a result.

I support the Government’s amendments, and I support this piece of
legislation. We need every bit of pressure we can to try to get the free
trade agreement and the third-country relationship with the EU that we were
promised by it and by the Government in the general election. We can then
take the massive opportunities of Brexit. It is crucial that new clause 1 is
not agreed to, because it would send a clear message to the European Union
that this Parliament still wants to give in.


