Looking forward to freedom

Recent years have seen a gripping battle between voters and ruling elites.
This has reflected disillusion with the relatively poor economic results of
all advanced countries since the banking crash. It has also reflected a
feeling of many that the elites are acting to restrain free thought, by
insisting on fashionable nostra about race, religion, identity to the point
where many do not think they can express their views or feelings for fear of
abuse or even prosecution.

This site allows dissenting voices, but has discouraged a minority who wish
to push the boundaries and make inaccurate generalisations about named
individuals or whole groups or races of people. It is never an easy balance
to strike. I want to offer somewhere where people can discuss legitimate
worries about the conventional wisdom or the cultural dirigisme. I do not
wish to provide a home for group abuse or vendettas against individuals.

Recently Kemi Badenoch made an important speech explaining how you can uphold
hatred of racism without having to adopt Marxist views or support BLM. The
whole Conservative party has made clear its wish to condemn violence against
statues or people with views you do not like. We do not want to see elements
of our past torn down because past centuries had views on race, colonialism,
the role of women and many other issues with which we now disagree. Liz Truss
has made a good speech saying that uniting to fight poverty and to open up
opportunity is a better way forward than enforcing an ever more politically
correct language on us.

I wish to live in a tolerant society where what you think, what you can
contribute and how you wish to develop yourself matters, not where you came
from or how you are categorised by social scientists and governments. You can
ask too many details about a person’s sex, age, background, and ethnicity,
and go on to make false assumptions about them based on what you find. The
only background that should matter is our shared UK heritage as citizens born
or welcomed here. The main challenge for policy makers is not to atone for
past errors of history but to provide the best possible opportunities for all
of us from every background for our futures.

The Christian message at Christmas is love your neighbour as yourself, and
show goodwill towards all. This can spread well beyond the confines of Church
congregations to the wider community, to people of all religions and of none.

Happy Christmas

By tradition I just wish everyone Happy Christmas and take the day off. As
this year Christmas is going to be different I am also providing something to
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think about if you are in need of it, given that many people will not be
partying with friends and family as normal.

The pound, the FTSE and Brexit

The pound was worth $1.44 on 17 June before the referendum and $1.37 the day
after the vote. It is currently $1.36.

The FTSE 100 was at 6021 on June 17th, at 6138 the day after the vote and is
now 6499

The FTYSE 250 was at 16422 on June 17, fell to 16088 the day after the vote
and is now at 20420

This is nothing like the pessimistic forecasts of the official institutions
and the Remain campaign prior to the vote. It is all the more impressive
given the big economic damage done over the last year by anti CV 19 policies
pursued by all advanced nations.

Deal?

There is no point in talking about a media mooted deal until there is a
published text to read and analyse.

Christmas Eve

Will Santa come for me?

May you all feel the excitement of Christmas.

( adapted for the CV 19 world from an earlier one)
WILL SANTA COME TONIGHT?

“Will Santa come? Will Santa come tonight?”

“He might. He might.
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If you are good, he might.
“Can I stay up and see?”
“No. He will not come for you or me

if we do not sleep . He's too busy to meet us all.”

“And will he come for us? If you go to sleep — he does not like fuss.”

Tonight, by the lights of the tree,there is, at last, some grown up time for
me.

The cake is iced. The wine is spiced .The carrots diced.
The pudding’s steamed. The brandy butter creamed.
The turkey prepared awaits. And yes, I did clean the plates.

The tree is up, the table laid, the cards are out , though the credit card’s
unpaid!

So shall I soon with gifts a plenty mount the stairs to deliver twenty?
Do I dare to tread the stair?

And will it creak? And will it creak? When can I take a peek?

I need to know if they slumber before I arrive with my lumber.

If they are still awake what dreams will go? What heart might break?
Or do they know? And is their belief just all for show?

So tonight by the magic tree there is need of more time just for me.
I will wait — and struggle to keep open my eyes

And wrestle with the morality of eating Santa’s mince pies.

My adult mind is full of Christmas chores

The cooking times, and the cards through neighbours’ doors

The parties on zoom with friends we cannot meet

serving nibbles to just my bubble to eat

Drinks that might have been — but not that cheap red

Which would give me a headache as soon as I got to bed

I was once a child too excited to sleep with a torrent of thoughts about what
I might be given



Hoping that it was a toy beneath the wrapping — should I peep? —

Not more socks or hankies, preferably something to be driven

So could Santa still come for me? Drowsily I dream as if I were eight
Hoping that Santa would not be late

Like every little boy there is of course a much wanted toy

So will Santa come tonight? He might, He might.

If you sleep well and if you believe

Only if you believe. And only if in your family Love fills the hours you will
be spending.

It could be the true Santa on the stair
Or it could be someone from an empty chair.

So will Santa come? He will. He will.



