
Pupils celebrate GCSE results

Over half a million pupils are celebrating their GCSE results today (Thursday
12 August), with overall grades slightly up on last year.

Results show 79.1% of entries received a grade 4 or above – equivalent to a
pass – increasing 0.3 percentage points (ppt) on last year. Similarly, 80.9%
of pupils achieved 4 or above in English and 77.9 in maths, increasing by 0.7
and 0.8 ppt respectively, enabling them to move on to the next stage of
education or training despite the disruption of the pandemic.

This year’s GCSE grades were determined by those who know students best –
their teachers – with students only assessed on what they had been taught,
under plans to ensure fairness for young people.

The figures show 7.7% of entries are at grade 9, 30.0% at grade 7 or above –
showing small increases of 1.1 percentage ppt and 2.4 ppts on 2020
respectively.

Ofqual reported earlier this week that the arrangements have also helped
limit the widening of historic gaps between groups of students and types of
school.

Students receiving results will have the opportunity to move on to a range of
high-quality post-16 options, from A levels to vocational and technical
qualifications. This is the second year that young people can move on to
study T Levels, with seven new subject choices available from September,
including Healthcare, Science and Onsite Construction.

Education Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Young people have worked hard despite the challenges of the last
year and they should feel incredibly proud of their achievements
today.

“Every young person can now look forward with excitement to taking
their next steps, whether that is studying A levels or our new T
Levels or taking one of the many other routes available, like an
apprenticeship.

I also want to pay a special tribute to teachers and school
leaders, who have gone above and beyond to support their students
this year.

Statistics published today show:

Comparison of grades between this year and last year showed broad
stability in the historic differences between groups of students.
79.1% of entries receive a grade 4 or above, compared to 78.8% in 2020.

http://www.government-world.com/pupils-celebrate-gcse-results/


Secondary selective schools had the highest proportion of grades above 7
(68.4%), followed by independent schools (61.2%). There was also a
relative increase of 8.6% since 2020 in the proportion of grades at 7
and above in academies, compared with a 7.1% increase in independent
schools.
In real terms, this means there are 1.10 times more grades at 7 and
above in academies, compared to 1.08 times more grades at 7 and above in
independent schools, in 2021 compared to 2020.
Small increases in maths and English GCSE at grade 4 and above, with
pass rates now 77.9% and 80.9% respectively, with increases of 0.7 and
0.8 ppt.
Entries into EBacc subjects rose by 2.4% overall with 78.4% of results
at grade 4 and above.
Over 520,000 certificates for vocational and technical qualifications at
level 1/2 and level 2 have been issued.

This summer’s GCSE grades were subject to quality assurance, with all grades
being checked by schools or colleges – and one in five having a sample of
their grades checked by exam boards – helping to give students, parents,
colleges, universities and employers confidence in grades.

Today’s GCSE and vocational and technical qualifications results follow
results for AS, A level and vocational technical qualifications on Tuesday,
which enabled more than 190,000 18-year-olds in England to take up their
first choice university place.

Students receiving their results today can get advice about their next steps
from the National Careers Service. A wide range of post-16 options are
available to this cohort, from the Government’s new pioneering T levels which
started last year to hundreds of high-quality apprenticeships and vocational
qualifications.

The Government intends for GCSE and A level exams to go ahead next summer,
and together with Ofqual recently ran a consultation on arrangements for the
assessments to recognise the disruption to students’ education during the
pandemic. The proposals include choices about the topics students will be
assessed on for some subjects, and giving schools and colleges advance
information about the focus of content of the exams for other subjects.

The Government has committed to an ambitious, and long-term education
recovery plan, including an investment to date of over £3bn and a significant
expansion of our tutoring programme to support children and young people to
make up for learning lost during the pandemic.

Guidance: Marburg virus disease:
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origins, reservoirs, transmission and
guidelines

Marburg virus is one of two viruses of the Filovirus family which, along with
Ebola virus, can cause a severe and fatal haemorrhagic fever (VHF).

Research: Environmental monitoring
following the Grenfell Tower fire

Air quality reports for the survivors and residents of the area surrounding
Grenfell Tower.

Business growth scheme open to next
group of space entrepreneurs
A pioneering programme to help firms find their place in space is now on the
search to find the next group of entrepreneurs to benefit

Business growth scheme open to next
group of space entrepreneurs

A pioneering programme to help firms find their place in space has given a
total of 31 businesses a £900,000 boost and created new jobs – and the search
is now on to find the next group of entrepreneurs.

Twenty businesses will be supported on the next phase of the Leo Programme, a
free six-month accelerator run by the UK Space Agency and powered by
Entrepreneurial Spark, where they will get access to tailored, specialist
online and in-person support from space industry and business growth experts.

The programme is open to businesses already in the space sector and those
already exploring the possibilities presented by the industry. Firms working
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in a linked industry looking for a route into the space sector can also
apply.

Portia Bircher, local growth manager at the UK Space Agency, said:

After a challenging time for every business, it’s time to look
forward. And as one of the UK’s fastest growing sectors, trebling
in size since 2010 and now generating some £16 billion annually,
space is the place to be.

Whether your specialism is design, engineering, research, logistics
or communications, space offers opportunities for businesses in
every part of the UK.

With the private sector playing an increasingly crucial role
growing the industry, we are committed to providing world-class
advice and support for UK firms of all sizes who want to join us in
exploring this new and lucrative frontier.

The experts involved in the scheme will help businesses look at their
commercial goals and work with them to come up with a clear 90-day plan for
the next steps.

Workshops will cover topics including business growth tools and how to change
your mindset to adapt faster, take risks and improve as a leader. There will
also be one-to-one access to leadership groups and industry specialists and
the chance to join a thriving, supportive network of like-minded businesses.

Businesses who took part in the shorter, 10-week pilot project earlier this
year said they found it insightful, inspirational and useful. Eight new jobs
were created as a result of joining the scheme and the firms which took part
raised £900,000 through equity funding and grants during the programme.

Thirteen secured new partnerships or substantial customers and 13
entrepreneurs who were introduced to the space sector through the programme
have said they will remain there.

As well as those directly involved in space, businesses taking part came from
sectors including mechanical engineering, textile manufacturing, cosmetics,
bio-plastics and finance as well as university spin-outs working on
technological developments based on research.


