
Environment Agency asks anglers to be
vigilant of Red Skin Disease in salmon

The Environment Agency (EA) is encouraging anglers to report sightings of
salmon exhibiting symptoms of Red Skin Disease (RSD), after fish were seen
with signs of the condition in Devon and Cornwall and other parts of England
and Wales.

The disease, which appears as a spotted red rash on wild Atlantic salmon and
sea trout, causes haemorrhaging on the underbelly of the fish.

The cause and impact of this condition is currently unknown, and despite
being termed Red Skin Disease, a pathogen has yet to be linked to the changes
seen. Left unchecked, the condition could have negative effects on wild
stocks which are already in decline.

The EA is therefore encouraging anglers to immediately report sightings of
unusual marks to the incident helpline on 0800 80 70 60.

Simon Toms, National Fisheries Management Team Leader at the Environment
Agency, said:

We have received reports of a small number of fish caught by
anglers showing changes consistent with red skin disease, an issue
which was previously observed in 2018.

Contacting the incident hotline allows us to respond promptly to
disease incidents, monitor reports and limit harm to fish species.
This information also helps our partners research the condition and
prevent further spread.

I’d like to remind anglers of the importance of practicing good
biosecurity, and adhering to the ‘clean, check, dry’ guidance
before moving to other waters when fishing for salmon this season.

Red Skin Disease was first reported in rivers draining into the Baltic Sea
and Northern Atlantic in 2018. Since then, there have been a number of
reports of wild salmon with RSD in rivers across the UK.

The EA is working with partners across Europe, including its own National
Fisheries Laboratory, Cefas, Marine Scotland and Natural Resources Wales, to
research and better understand this condition. Officers regularly monitor for
signs of disease in all major salmon & trout rivers.

The National Fisheries Laboratory, alongside partner organisations and
government bodies, investigates fish mortalities and researches emerging
infections to protect our fisheries. All the work at this specialist facility
is financed by income from the sale of rod licences.
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Anglers who see diseased or distressed fish are asked to take photographs of
unusual marks if safe to do so and contact the EA helpline immediately. Mild
red patches on healthy salmon have long been observed but are not associated
with ill-health.

Anglers should not remove or handle a fish in distress. There are no known
issues for human health as a consequence of this disease.

GFSL Volunteering Day: 23 July 2021

News story

GFSL organises East Sutton Park Volunteering Day to tackle some of the
outstanding works in the prison’s 85 acre grounds.

East Sutton Park is an open prison and young offender institution (YOI) in
Maidstone, Kent, for women aged 18 and over.

The prison is located in a location of extreme historical interest, with many
links to activities of prison, probation and the law.

The estate is documented in the Doomsday book as being once owned by William
the Conqueror.

In 1946, East Sutton Park was purchased by the MoJ and inaugurated as the
first female borstal, presided over by the first Governor, Elsie Hooker. She
devoted seventeen years of her life to rehabilitating the teenage girls in
her charge and helped transform many lives.

In a nod to Elsie’s unwavering attention to the grounds and team spirit, GFSL
organised The East Sutton Park Volunteering Day. To tackle some of the
outstanding works in the prison’s 85 acre grounds, a group of 14 people from
both GFSL and the MOJ spent the day together, helping to restore some
neglected areas of the farmland.
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The day’s success was celebrated with a BBQ, organised by the farm manager.
GFSL are already planning to hold volunteering days four times a year across
other sites.

GFSL’s Director of Operations, Len Bridges said:

I’d like to thank the whole team for organising such a successful
volunteering day – including Site Manager Nathan Scott and the Farm
Manager, Christopher Boakes for all their hard work.

MOJ Chief Property Officer, Andy Mills added: ‘

The day was a fantastic way of coming together as a team, literally
getting our hands dirty to understand the challenges and rewards
the maintenance of our state offers, and to see how transformative
engaging prison residents in our work can be.
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Our office contact details are
changing

News story

From 23 August, the PCA will have a new postal address and will be using a
single email address office@pubscodeadjudicator.gov.uk for all intelligence
and enquiries

The new details for contacting the Pubs Code Adjudicator (PCA) can be found
below:
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Email address for enquires and intelligence
From 23 August 2021, please send all emails relating to Pubs Code enquiries
and intelligence to office@pubscodeadjudicator.gov.uk.

This change is part of our focus to improve our contact channels and how
enquiries are managed after some tenants, during research, reported problems
with the visibility and awareness of the PCA’s contact methods.

Postal Address for all correspondence
From 23 August 2021, please send all post to:

Office of the Pubs Code Adjudicator
4th Floor
23 Stephenson Street
Birmingham
B2 4BJ
United Kingdom

Keep up to date
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Form: Blood products: model health
certificates

Competent authorities of exporting countries should use the relevant model
health certificate as a template to create a version exporters can apply for
to export blood products to Great Britain, the Channel Islands or Isle of
Man.

Guidance: Cervical screening: care
pathway

This document describes the NHS cervical screening care pathway.
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