
Press release: Major milestone for A21
upgrade as new flyover opens

The work is part of a project to upgrade the A21 between Tonbridge and
Pembury to a new dual carriageway, speeding up journeys and boosting the
economy.

Drivers using the A21 through the Longfield junction will no longer need to
stop at the old Longfield roundabout as the new flyover partially opens, with
one lane open in each direction. It is the latest in a series of milestones
achieved by the Highways England-led project team in recent months, and
follows the reopening of Tonbridge Road in April and moving traffic on to new
structures near Fairthorne village in June.

The new flyover at the Longfield Road junction will remove the need for
drivers continuing on the A21 to stop at the old Longfield roundabout

Highways England Project Manager Anne-Marie Palmer said:

Over the last few months we’ve made real progress with the
construction of the new flyovers at Fairthorne and Longfield Road.
Opening the new flyover at the Longfield Road junction will reduce
congestion by removing the need for drivers continuing on the A21
to stop at the old Longfield roundabout. Later this summer we will
be opening both lanes of the dual carriageway, which is when the
benefits of this major improvement will really be noticed.

Earlier this year, Tonbridge Road reopened to traffic between the Longfield
junction and Pembury hospital. The bridge at the new Fairthorne junction
partially opened in June allowing construction of the new access road for
residents along Pembury Walks and Half Moon Lane.

George Pargeter, Balfour Beatty Project Director for the A21 Tonbridge to
Pembury Project, added:

We are very pleased with the progress on the A21 given the complex
nature of this project. The partial opening of the Longfield
Flyover is set to transform journeys for local residents by
providing a more streamlined route for drivers continuing on the
A21 and is a testament to the skills and expertise of the project
team.

The Longfield flyover will fully open to traffic – providing two lanes to
traffic in both directions – later this summer when the new dual carriageway
opens.
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General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: Jem Eskenazi joins UK
Export Finance as Chief Technology
Officer

At UKEF, Jem will act as a champion for digital technologies within UKEF,
responsible for innovation and adoption of new technologies as the department
further develops its digital support for exports.

Jem brings significant experience of digital innovation in the international
finance industry, having previously worked for the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development as its Information Technology Managing
Director.

Prior to this Jem has also held several Chief Information Officer posts, as
well as undertaking various Non-Executive Director roles. He has experience
in a number of geographic regions and industries, including financial
services, mobile telecommunications, medical systems, industrial gases and
pharmaceuticals.

Throughout his career, he has focused on the strategic evolution of IT
functions, projects and roles, with a particular focus on improving
integration with other departments.

Bhaskar Dasgupta, Chief Operating Officer at UKEF, said:

We’re delighted to welcome Jem to UKEF as Chief Technology Officer,
with his extensive experience of delivering user-centred digital
services. His pioneering approach to information technology teams
and systems will ensure we in UKEF can continue to make exports
happen by driving innovative technological solutions across the
business.

Jem Eskenazi, Chief Technology Officer at UKEF, added:
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UKEF provides competitive, innovative and flexible support for
exports for firms of any size, in any sector. It therefore needs
internal and external digital infrastructure that meets
requirements as diverse and dynamic as the customers we support. I
am delighted to have the opportunity to lead the organisation’s
next phases in IT efficiency and innovation.

News story: Minister for the Middle
East statement on settlement plans in
East Jerusalem

Following the recent decision of the Israeli authorities (4 and 6 July) to
advance plans for 1,600 new settlement units in the illegal settlements in
Pisgat Ze’ev, Ramat Shlomo and Ramot in East Jerusalem, Foreign Office
minister Alistair Burt said:

I strongly condemn these plans, which are the latest example of an
accelerating policy of illegal settlement expansion. I call on the Israeli
authorities to reconsider plans to construct further settlement units in East
Jerusalem in the coming days, including construction in Sheikh Jarrah
involving the demolition of Palestinian homes and displacement of Palestinian
residents.

While settlements are not the only obstacle to peace, these actions take us
further away from a two-state solution and the shared vision of a safe and
secure Israel living side-by-side with a viable, independent and contiguous
Palestinian state.

As a strong friend of Israel, we urge the Israeli government to avoid steps
that reduce the prospects for peace and security and make it harder to
achieve a different relationship between Israel and the Arab world.

Notice: RH14 9ED, Kimmeridge Oil & Gas
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).
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This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Kimmeridge Oil & Gas Limited
Installation name: Broadford Bridge 1
Permit number: EPR/WP3335YJ

Notice: RH14 9ED, Kimmeridge Oil & Gas
Limited: environmental permit issued
(EPR/AB3806CG/V003)

The Environment Agency publish oil and gas mining waste permits.

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Kimmeridge Oil & Gas Limited
Facility name: Broadford Bridge 1
Permit number: EPR/AB3806CG/V003
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