
News story: Buffer stop collision at
Kings Cross

Train collided with buffer stops at Kings Cross station, London, 15
August 2017.

At 06:23 hrs on Tuesday 15 August 2017 a train arriving from Royston collided
with the buffer stops in platform 9 at Kings Cross station, while travelling
at about 4 mph (6 km/h). Three passengers were slightly hurt, and there was
minor damage to the train and the buffer stop equipment.

We have undertaken a preliminary examination of the circumstances surrounding
this accident. Having assessed the evidence which has been gathered to date,
we have decided to publish a safety digest.

The safety digest will shortly be made available on our website.

News story: UK outlines proposals for
shared approach on data protection

The Government has set out its plans for arrangements that could ensure
personal data would continue to move back and forth between the UK and the EU
in the future in a safe, properly regulated way.

In the latest of a series of papers looking at the UK’s future partnership
with the EU after we have left, the Government will consider the case for a
unique approach that could allow data to continue to be exchanged to ensure
ongoing competitiveness, innovation and job creation.

The document outlines how the UK is considering an ambitious model for the
protection and exchange of personal data with the EU that reflects the
unprecedented alignment between British and European law and recognises the
high data protection standards that will be in place at the point of exit.

This would allow us to work more closely with the EU, providing continuity
and certainty for business, allowing public authorities, including law
enforcement authorities, to continue their close co-operation, protecting
people’s data and privacy and providing for ongoing regulatory co-operation
between the UK and EU data protection authorities.

These proposals will provide a stable base for the Government to deliver its
commitment to turn Britain into the best and safest place to be online.
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Minister for Digital Matt Hancock, said:

In the modern world, data flows increasingly underpin trade,
business and all relationships. We want the secure flow of data to
be unhindered in the future as we leave the EU.

So a strong future data relationship between the UK and EU, based
on aligned data protection rules, is in our mutual interest.

The UK is leading the way on modern data protection laws and we
have worked closely with our EU partners to develop world leading
data protection standards.

The paper published today sets out how we think our data
relationship should continue. Our goal is to combine strong privacy
rules with a relationship that allows flexibility, to give
consumers and businesses certainty in their use of data.

The digital economy is important to the UK’s economy. In 2015 it was worth
£118.4 billion, or 7.1 per cent of UK’s total GVA. This relies on data being
able to flow freely back and forth. Any disruption to these cross-border data
flows could be costly to both Britain and the EU.

As the UK and the EU build a new, deep and special partnership it is
essential that we agree a UK-EU model for exchanging and protecting personal
data that:

allows data to continue to be exchanged in a safe and properly regulated
way

offers sufficient stability and confidence for businesses, public
authorities and individuals

provides for ongoing regulatory cooperation between the EU and the UK on
current and future data protection issues, building on the positive
opportunity of a partnership between global leaders on data protection

continues to protect the privacy of individuals

respects UK sovereignty, including the UK’s ability to protect the
security of its citizens and its ability to maintain and develop its
position as a leader in data protection

does not impose unnecessary additional costs to business



is based on objective consideration of evidence.

We look forward to the EU outlining its own proposals in this area and taking
forward discussions in future negotiations.

Speech: UK welcomes the brightest and
best international students

Delighted to be here and interact with this next gen group from different
educational streams.

The UK and India have a long relationship and we are looking towards
partnering India in the future particularly in Education, Skills and
Entrepreneurship. I am glad to know that a significant number of students
from the Heritage school and colleges go to the UK for higher studies and
work.

The UK welcomes the brightest and best international students to our world-
class universities.

A British education is a quality-mark and a passport to global success. The
UK is home to some of the oldest and most respected universities in the
world, and some of the very best. The UK hosts four of the world’s top ten
universities (Cambridge, UCL, Imperial College London and Oxford) and is home
to 30 of the world’s top 200 universities.

Oxford has been ranked the best university in the world by Times Higher
Education World University rankings. Oxford knocked five time champion
California Institute of Technology into second place as Cambridge and
Imperial College joined the top ten.

A British education offers excellent value for money. British degree courses
are more intense than in many other countries, with students receiving top
quality education in a shorter period, costing less overall than other
destinations like Australia, the US and Singapore.

Studying in the UK is a truly international experience. We attract more
overseas students than any other country except the US. The UK is a diverse,
multicultural society, home to an Indian diaspora of 1.5 million.

And it is not that students always pay for the courses themselves. The UK in
India hosts the largest Chevening Scholarships and Fellowships country
programme in the world, with a £2.6 million budget to fund about 130 fully
funded scholarships and fellowships for future Indian leaders. Besides
scholarships for Masters’ programmes, short term fellowships are offered in
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Financial Services, Journalism, Cyber Security, Science and Innovation and
Leadership and Management.

The British Council will be familiar to all of you. I believe the Heritage
School has a very effective ongoing partnership with the British Council. The
Council offers the GREAT Scholarships for a range of subjects ranging from
engineering and law to art and design and information technology across
England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The Commonwealth Scholarships for students from developing Commonwealth
countries are offered Master’s, PhD, and split-site (PhD) study in the UK.
These scholarships are funded by the UK’s Department for International
Development (DFID). On average 60 Indian students are supported by the
Commonwealth programme each year.

I know some of you feel that it is difficult to get a UK visa. The student
visa process is straightforward for genuine students. In 2016, 95% of student
entry clearance visa applications were approved, a number that has risen
every year since 2010, and the issue rate in India is 91%.

A recent research done by the British Council revealed that one in ten
current world leaders have studied in the UK. Notable alumni from UK
universities include the former Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott, Queen
Margrethe II of Denmark, and Hassan Rouhani, the Iranian president.

Around 38% of Nobel Laureates who have studied at universities abroad,
studied in the UK – more than any other country.

Earlier this year the first Newton Prize Competition was held in India with a
prize of £1 million. The competition focused on public health and wellbeing,
including issues such as anti-microbial resistance, disease, healthcare, and
nutrition.

The UK Science Ministry also announced a series of research programmes from
the Newton Fund worth up to £80 million to address global challenges
affecting people in India. The investments were announced on the sidelines of
the India-UK Tech Summit in New Delhi – India’s premier science and
technology showcase.

The new programmes take the total joint UK-India investment in research
through the Newton Fund up to £200 million by 2021, demonstrating the fund as
a major bilateral initiative in India. It brings together the world class
excellence of the UK and India to address global challenges through science
and technology.

India is currently the world’s ninth largest economy, and is predicted to
become the third largest by 2050. It is currently the world’s fastest growing
economy. However, it is also home to a third of the world’s poor, ranks 142nd
on the World Bank’s ease of doing business index and 94th on transparency
international’s corruption index. Additionally it is the third largest
emitter of greenhouse gases despite 300 million people lacking access to
energy.



India’s economic success and development are vital to the global economy, to
UK interests across South Asia and to global priorities like the Sustainable
Development Goals.

In this context, the target action areas include improvements in the business
environment, skill development, employment generation, energy security and
developing smarter cities as engines of growth.

The Tech Rocketship Awards from our Department of International Trade
supports globally aspirational start-ups across sectors with a technology
backbone. The focus over the last few years has been on innovations that
impact energy, education, health and finance sectors.
The exchange of ideas and skills is a two way process. The Generation UK-
India Programme supports young people from the UK gain skills and experience
in India over the next five years. For example – in partnership with TCS for
1,000 internships for UK students. Generation UK-India will work with Indian
institutions to create opportunities for young people in the UK to undertake
cultural immersions placements, teaching partnerships and work placements.

The UK India Education and Research Initiative (UKIERI) in its first two
phases has supported over 1000 new education and research partnerships that
aim to deliver long term prosperity benefits for both the UK and India. The
programme has also facilitated 25,000 exchanges of academicians, researchers,
staff and students, creating lifelong links between the UK and India and over
35 million young people have benefitted through train the trainer programmes.

I see Education, Skills and Entrepreneurship as the backbone of the UK-India
future partnership and hope the next gen in both countries will take
advantage of the opportunities available to become Living Bridges connecting
the people of both nations across political, economic and social platforms.

Press release: Batches of NovoPen Echo
& NovoPen 5 recalled due to risk of
fault

People with diabetes who use NovoPen® Echo® and NovoPen® 5 should check to
see if their devices are included in the company-led recall by Novo Nordisk.

The insulin cartridge holder in certain batches may crack or break resulting
in an under-delivery of insulin which can lead to high blood glucose
(hyperglycaemia) and can have serious health implications.

Novo Nordisk has detected the insulin cartridge holder used in a number of
NovoPen® Echo® and NovoPen® 5 batches can be structurally compromised if
exposed to certain chemicals, for example household cleaning agents.
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People using devices from the affected batches should contact Novo Nordisk to
replace the cartridge holder.

John Wilkinson, MHRA’s Director of Medical Devices said:

This is a company-led recall and we are supportive of the proactive
approach being taken by Novo Nordisk.

It is important patients do not stop treatment without contacting
their diabetes management team. We are asking people using a
NovoPen® Echo® and/or NovoPen® 5 from one of the affected batches
to contact Novo Nordisk to replace the cartridge holder as some
could be damaged or subject to damage in the future.

We continue to encourage people to report any issues involving
medical devices to the MHRA via our Yellow Card Scheme.

Dan Howarth, Head of Care at Diabetes UK said:

Ensuring the correct level on insulin is vitally important in the
management of diabetes; so it’s important that anyone affected by
this recall contact Novo Nordisk to arrange for a replacement
cartridge holder.

If they have any concerns about their level of insulin they should
consult with their diabetes care team.

Press release: North east man
sentenced for illegal waste operation

A North East man who burned waste at his illegal waste site to avoid disposal
costs has been sentenced.

George Charlton, 62, of Manor Way in Jarrow, appeared at Gateshead
Magistrates’ Court for sentence on Wednesday 23 August after previously
pleading guilty to flouting environmental law.

He was charged with operating a waste site without a permit at Reay Street,
Bill Quay in Gateshead, and illegally burning waste at that site.

He was sentenced to an 18-month Community Order, 250 hours of unpaid work, a
30-day Rehabilitation Activity Requirement, and ordered to pay costs of £750.
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No environmental permit

Acting on behalf of the Environment Agency, solicitor Laura Taylor told the
court that
Charlton collected waste from friends and relatives and took it to the site
without registering as a waste carrier. He also had no environmental permit
to store and sort the waste at the yard.

Environment Agency officers first visited the site on 4 April 2016 after they
saw a cloud of smoke coming from the compound. On investigation they saw a
pile of waste on fire and waste including furniture, beds, mattresses, wood
and waste electrical items strewn across the site.

They spoke to George Charlton, who was on site, who said he was looking after
it for his son. He became aggressive but the officers said the fire needed to
be put out. Charlton extinguished the fire before leaving the area.

Further visits saw the waste still remained on site. On 4 July, the
Environment Agency sent a letter to Charlton requesting that he stopped all
waste activities on the site and cleared all waste by 15 August 2016.

On 24 August, the Environment Agency attended the site for an inspection
together with Northumbria Police and officers from Gateshead Council.

Officers saw there were still large piles of mixed waste including household
furniture, white goods, construction waste, garden rubbish and some scrap
vehicles. There was also evidence of burning.



On 25 August Charlton was interviewed, where he confirmed his son was the
legal owner of the site having been transferred through a solicitor, and that
he had been looking after the yard since 2013.

He said he would attend the site around twice a week to check on it and
deposit rubbish from friends and relatives. He said he would weigh in the
scrap metal for money and cut up wood and other items to burn them.

Waste still present

Paul Whitehill, Environment Officer with the Environment Agency in the North
East, said:

Charlton was warned to stop his operation and to clear waste from
the site but on multiple visits it was clear a large amount of
waste was still present.

On the site inspection, which took place on 24 August 2016, after
he was supposed to have cleared the site completely, there was
still a large quantity of mixed waste and evidence of burning.

Illegal waste activity such as this has a detrimental impact on the
community and environment, as well as undermining legitimate
businesses. We’ll continue to work hard to ensure enforcement
action is taken against those who flout the law.


