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The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson has condemned the recent terrorist
attacks in Somalia, in which Kenyan military personnel were killed.

The Foreign Secretary said:

I strongly condemn the recent Al Shabaab attacks in Somalia,
against the Dayah hotel as well as a Kenyan Defence Force facility
at Kulbiyow in Southern Somalia. I offer my deepest condolences to
the families of the brave Kenyan soldiers who lost their lives or
were injured in the attack.

I would also like to praise the decisive response of the Kenyan
Defence Forces, who displayed exemplary levels of bravery in
responding to the attack.

The UK continues to work closely with both the governments of Kenya
and Somalia in the fight against terrorism. These security
challenges represent a shared threat, and require a shared
response.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on twitter @BorisJohnson

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook
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The UK’s Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed a second case of H5N8
avian flu at a premises in Wyre, Lancashire.

The UK’s Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed H5N8 avian flu in a
flock of pheasants at a farm in Wyre, Lancashire. A 3 km Protection Zone and
a 10 km Surveillance Zone are in place around the infected premises to limit
the risk of the disease spreading. We have published full details of the
controls we’ve put in place.

This case was proactively identified as part of a routine investigation of
premises traced as a result of confirmation of the disease in Lancashire
earlier this week. There is a business link between the two premises.

The flock is estimated to contain approximately 1,000 birds. A number have
died and laboratory results of samples taken were positive for H5N8. The
remaining birds at the premises are being humanely culled. A full
investigation is under way to determine the source of the infection and
related premises have been placed under restrictions which will remain in
place until all investigations are complete.

Public Health England advises that the risk to public health from the virus
is very low and the Food Standards Agency is clear that bird flu does not
pose a food safety risk for UK consumers.

Read the latest advice and information on avian flu in the UK, including
actions to reduce the risk of the disease spreading, advice for anyone who
keeps poultry or captive birds and details of previous cases. Journalists
with queries should contact Defra press office.

Speech: Liam Fox speech to the Toronto
Board of Trade

It is a pleasure to be returning to Canada, and to visit your country for the
first time in my new capacity as the Secretary of State for International
Trade.
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I am delighted to be the first UK Cabinet Minister to visit during your
celebrations of the 150th anniversary of Confederation. I doubt I’ll be the
last.

I would like to thank Jan De Silva, the Toronto Board of Trade and your
sponsors for hosting us today.

It is a privilege to be able to address you all at such an exciting moment in
the United Kingdom’s history.

As Secretary of State for International Trade, I am currently heading up a
department that has been called the greatest start-up in the history of
British government.

Six months ago, the department existed only on paper yet now, we boast
thousands of staff across the globe, and we are still growing.

Until last year, the world’s fifth largest economy had no department
dedicated to international trade and commerce exclusively.

But the June referendum on the UK’s membership of the EU delivered a golden
opportunity for the United Kingdom to recast our place in the world.

For the first time in more than four decades, Britain will have an
independent trade policy.

Britain’s ambition is to become a global champion of free trade, working to
remove barriers and liberalise commerce across the world.

The Prime Minister has made a clear statement on our relationship with EU:
enabling the UK to strike comprehensive trade agreements with other
countries, and allowing us to remove unnecessary barriers where they restrict
our ability to trade.

And part of this process, while we remain a member, will be a continuing of
our commitment to promote free trade from within the European Union.

This means unwavering support for the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and
Trade Agreement.

The signing of CETA at the end of last year was a great moment for global
free trade, coming as it does at a time when a chorus of protectionism is
rising across the world.

It was a particular moment of pride for the United Kingdom, and for many in
our government and public services who have worked tirelessly for years to
ensure its smooth passage.

I congratulate my colleague, Chrystia Freeland, and her predecessors, for
getting the deal done, and I look forward to working with Francois-Philippe
Champagne and seeing him tomorrow in Montreal. I met with Chrystia this
morning and there are few politicians working on trade with whom I have such
a shared mind.



CETA is worth around £1.3bn a year to the UK, and some $12bn to Canada.

And we have every intention of continuing to honour its clauses as the United
Kingdom opens a new chapter in its history.

Continuity will be the cornerstone of our future negotiations with the EU.

The European Union currently has 36 free trade agreements with other
countries around the world.

Ensuring that there is no disruption of our free trade with Canada, or any
other partner, is a top priority for my department.

We will also seek, as far as possible, to replicate the EU trading schedules
as we take our independent seat in the WTO, maintaining current tariff levels
with a view to seeking further liberalisation over time.

Finally, we will seek an ambitious free trade agreement with the European
Union, maintaining the greatest possible access to the single market.

We seek a new, strategic partnership with our European neighbours based on
free trade and mutual cooperation. We want to see a strong and successful EU
as a political, economic and security partner.

But if we are to champion free and open trade, the United Kingdom must re-
forge our relationships with those nations who have been our longest serving
and closest allies.

The UK and Canada enjoy a friendship built not only on our history, but upon
economic partnership and, above all, shared values.

As much as Canada is a part of Britain’s past, and vice-versa, we are also
part of one another’s future.

We share a unique degree of cooperation in almost every area of international
relations.

We are members of, the G7, the G20, the Commonwealth, the Five Eyes
intelligence network and NATO.

We are both champions of free trade who understand that it is the best means
to reduce global poverty and increase global prosperity.

It is a friendship that is stronger than ever, and one that has formed the
foundation of a fruitful commercial and economic partnership.

The United Kingdom is Canada’s third-largest export market, and your second-
largest destination for foreign direct investment after the US.

In turn, Canadians buy £6.3bn worth of British goods and services annually.

Around 600 UK firms operate in this country, in industries from oil
extraction to aerospace to pharmaceuticals.



Many of them are based here in Toronto, at the heart of the UK-Canada
business relationship in sectors ranging from financial services to food and
drink.

As Britain looks to the future, it is partnerships such as ours that will be
the most highly valued, that will be a foundation to our prosperity, and will
help the United Kingdom to shape a new place in the world.

Of course, I cannot come here as a representative of your second-largest
investment partner, without making reference to your first, the United
States.

The UK is as committed to free and open trade with the US as we are with
Canada.

The three-way trading and investment alliance between Canada, the UK and the
USA is vitally important not only to our own prosperity, but to the stability
of the free trading world.

Our government has been greatly encouraged by the attitude of the new
administration towards UK-American free trade, and Britain will continue to
be a champion and advocate for free trade, working to remove barriers
wherever they are found.

For that is our ambition.

When the Prime Minister took office in July, she did so with the promise to
make the UK a global leader in free trade once more.

For more than a century, this country was the greatest trading power in the
world.

Britain and free trade were virtually synonymous.

Once again, we renew our commitment to free and open trade.

At a time when protectionism once again threatens our economic freedoms, and
growth in world trade is slowing to a crawl, Britain will stand in defence of
free trade, working with partners and allies, like Canada, to remove barriers
and tariffs wherever they are found.

Yet to do so, we must first use these principles to forge our own place at
the heart of global commerce.

There is a big, wide world for Britain to do business with, and we intend to
do just that.

And, as of this week, it is easier than ever for companies in Canada and
around the world to connect and do business with British firms.

We have launched two major global campaigns; Invest in GREAT Britain and the
International Trade Campaign.



Britain is a global hub of exceptional businesses and investment
opportunities, and since the referendum we have attracted a record £16bn of
foreign direct investment; a vote of confidence in the future of the UK.

In a globalised world, the United Kingdom must stand ready to trade with
every partner, to build a free and open network of commerce and trust that
will not only safeguard our nation’s prosperity, but spread wealth across the
world.

Two hundred years ago, Napoleon called Britain a ‘nation of shopkeepers’.

Since then, we have worn his insult as a badge of honour.

It encapsulates our country’s commercial character, our drive to sell our
goods and services from Los Angeles to Lahore, St. John’s to Vancouver and
everywhere in between.

Trade has always been the lifeblood of the United Kingdom, and it will remain
so.

And with Canada, one of our closest of allies, by our side at this historic
time, there is no ambition we cannot fulfil, and no challenge we cannot rise
to meet.

News story: The UK continues to be
Scotland’s largest market for trade.

Scottish exports to the rest of the UK in 2015 (excluding oil and gas) are
estimated at £49.8 billion, an increase of £2.1 billion (4.4%) over the year.
This is good news not only for Scottish businesses large and small, but also
for employment, for product and service development and economic stability.

Scottish exports to the rest of the UK

Scottish exports to the rest of the UK in 2015 (excluding oil and gas) are
estimated at £49.8 billion, an increase of £2.1 billion (4.4%) over the year.
This was driven by an increase in the export of utilities (electricity, gas,
water etc). The rest of the UK continues to be Scotland’s largest export
market as the figure is £21.1 billion higher than the estimated total for
international exports.

Scotland’s exports to the rest of the UK are 4 times greater than those to
the EU.

Exports to countries within the European Union (EU)

International exports to countries within the European Union (EU) were
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estimated at £12.3 billion, which is 43% of total international exports. This
is an increase of £520 million from the previous year (4.4%). The increase
was driven by an increase in the export of petroleum and chemical products.

Within the EU, the Netherlands (£2.3 billion) was again, the largest market,
followed by France (£1.8 billion) and Germany (£1.8 billion). Whilst the
Netherlands is consistently reported as one of Scotland’s top trading
partners, a number of goods exported here are likely to be destined for
onward supply to other countries. This is because of key ports in this area.

International exports to non-EU countries

International exports to non-EU countries were estimated at £16.4 billion,
which is 57% of total international exports. This is an increase of £485
million from the previous year (3.0%).

Service sector exports from Scotland are of greater importance to the rest of
the UK than internationally as more than half (55%) of the rest of the UK
exports are services compared to 38% of international exports.

Total international and rest of the UK exports in 2015 (excluding oil and
gas) are estimated at £78.6 billion, up £3.1 billion (4.1%) in the year.
Exports to the rest of the UK accounted for 63% of this total, EU exports
accounted for 16% and non-EU exports 21%.

The USA continues to be Scotland’s top international trading partner (£4.6
billion). The top 5 international export markets (USA, Netherlands, France,
Germany and Norway) accounted for £11.7 billion (41%) of international
exports from Scotland.

Scotland’s success in trading

Over the last ten years, findings from the Global Connection Survey have
reinforced the strong trading performance that Scotland has enjoyed within
the UK.

See the full results of the Global Connections Survey here.

Press release: New report offers
guidance to support disabled students

The Department for Education has today (27 January 2017) published a new
report which provides best practice guidance to help universities, colleges
and independent higher education providers support their disabled students.

It will help to ensure that all higher education providers are best equipped
to support disabled students to reach their full potential and succeed. It
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encourages providers to look at how they can support and offer the best
possible environment for disabled students to pursue their studies.

The report has been produced by the Disabled Students Sector Leadership
Group, which is a new sector-led group, supported by the Department for
Education, and chaired by Professor Geoff Layer, Vice Chancellor of the
University of Wolverhampton.

The group is comprised of senior representatives from higher education as
well as educational sector groups and was created in order to share best
practice and reflect on how providers can best cater for disabled students.

Universities Minister Jo Johnson said

I welcome this guidance from the Disabled Students Sector
Leadership Group, and would like to thank members of the group for
their work. The guidance will support all higher education
providers in expanding their inclusive teaching and learning
practice, bringing benefit to them and their students.

This group is an excellent example of how the higher education
sector can work together for the benefit of all students,
supporting this government’s social mobility agenda – giving
everyone, regardless of their background or circumstances, the
chance to study at higher levels of education.

The National Union of Students, who are also members of the group, have
produced a survey format for providers to collect their own student feedback.
This will enable them to gather information about the challenges their
students’ face in accessing their higher education course, and inform their
approach to reducing barriers within their organisation. It will be issued
alongside the report.

Professor Geoff Layer, Vice Chancellor University of Wolverhampton led on the
development of this guidance. He said:

Higher education has the power to transform lives, providing
skills, experiences and opportunities that leave an indelible
positive impression. However, we know that a student’s experience
can be adversely affected if they have a disability and do not
receive the right support to enable them to reach their full
potential.

The Disabled Students Sector Leadership Group was set up to build
on the work and good practice in place across our universities to
support our disabled students to succeed. By addressing equality
issues and adopting inclusive teaching practices, universities can
recognise and value the diversity of the student body and work with
them to enhance the learning experience for all.

http://tinyurl.com/h2w6hrz


This report complements the Teaching Excellence Framework (TEF), which will
put a renewed focus on teaching quality and encourage providers ensure that
students from all backgrounds, including disabled students are able to get
the most of their university experience.

Higher education institutions should also review learning, teaching and
assessment approaches to identify and address inclusion and equality issues.
There should be a renewed focus on learners and staff with disabilities to
ensure that any concerns they have are being listened to and addressed.

Read the inclusive teaching and learning in higher education report.1.

National Union of Students survey format for providers to collect their2.
own student feedback.

The membership if the Disabled Student Support Leadership Group:3.

Organisation represented Member

Chair Geoff Layer, University of
Wolverhampton

Higher Education Funding Council for
England Sarah Howls

Higher Education Academy Pauline Hanesworth
Equality Challenge Unit Chris Brill
National Union of Students James Elliott

HE institution representation

John Conway, Royal Agricultural
University
Jo Cooke, De Montfort University
Mark O’Hara, Birmingham City
University
Sue Rigby, University of Lincoln
Richard Reece, University of
Manchester

Scottish HE representation Sheila Williams, University of
Edinburgh

Health Education England Emma Wilton
AMOSSHE Ben Bailey
Universities UK Fiona Waye
GuildHE Kate Wicklow
Association of Colleges Arti Saraswat
Independent Higher Education Pete Whittard
Office for Disability Issues Katherine Toomey (nominee)
Association of Heads of University
Administration Mark Ellul

Department for Education Matt Toombs, Georgina Watts, Paul
Higgs (Secretariat)
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