
Press release: New panel member
appointed to Undercover Policing
Inquiry

The Home Secretary has appointed Mr Justice Mitting as a panel member on the
Undercover Policing Inquiry with a view to him taking over as chairman.

Sir Christopher Pitchford announced in February that he would not be able to
complete the work of the Inquiry himself due to ill health.

After seeking the advice of the Lord Chief Justice and consulting Sir
Christopher on suitable replacements, Sir John Mitting has been chosen by the
Home Secretary to join the Inquiry as a panel member. He will provide support
to Sir Christopher with a view to succeeding him as chairman.

Sir John Mitting has been a High Court judge in England and Wales since 2001.
He served as the chairman of the Special Immigration Appeals Commission from
2007 to 2012.

News story: CNC officers visit college
to spread the word about Project
Servator

PC James Brown, an Authorised Firearms Officer at Sellafield, set up the
visit and spoke to 250 students and teachers at the Lakes College in
Workington, alongside colleagues from the CNC Firearms Training Unit and
officers from Cumbria Constabulary, who James invited to take part.

The aim of the visit was to discuss community engagement and Jamie and his
CNC colleagues talked about Project Servator and its national rollout, as
well as the Stay Safe campaign and the importance of reporting suspicious
activity.

Project Servator sees highly visible yet unpredictable deployments of
specially trained CNC officers around the Sellafield site and the surrounding
local community. The operational deployments involve officers working
together with communities to report suspicious activity. These officers are
deployed to deter, help detect, and provide reassurance and confidence to
members of the public.
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The tactics used as part of Project Servator are not new and are also used
regularly by the City of London Police, British Transport Police and Police
Scotland. They have been developed to enhance the effectiveness of our
resources and not as a response to any change in threat.

PC Brown said: “We had very positive feedback from the students who listened
to our talk and were able to ask questions about our role. As a national
armed police force, a major part of our role is counter terrorism policing.
We need the local communities around our sites to be vigilant to any
suspicious activity and it was great to be able to get this message across to
the young people at the schools and colleges we visited.

“As well as setting up other visits to schools and colleges in the area,
Project Servator officers have also visited offices and local business to
spread awareness of the initiative.

“We have been invited back to the Lakes College in September to speak to
their new intake of students and look forward to meeting them and spreading
awareness of the CNC, Project Servator and the part they can play in
community policing.”

News story: Government Chemist
represented at 2017 Codex meeting in
Budapest

The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling held its 38th Session
in Budapest, Hungary, from 8 to 12 May 2017. The Session was attended by 47
Member countries, 1 Member Organisation and Observers from 11 international
organisations.

Under UK law, local authorities and food business operators can call upon the
Government Chemist to arbitrate technical disputes on analytical or
interpretation issues in food analysis. Incorrect sampling, analysis or
interpretation can lead to disputes, and it is therefore important that the
Government Chemist contributes to and keeps informed of international Codex
developments.

Selvarani Elahi, representing the UK Government Chemist, attended as part of
the UK delegation together with colleagues from the Food Standards Agency and
the Association of Public Analysts.

The meeting considered methods of analysis for Codex standards and testing in
relation to international food trade. Participants discussed analytical
methods for safety issues, including allergens, mycotoxins and metals, and
food quality. Sampling plans, measurement uncertainty, equivalency of
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methods, method performance criteria for multi-component methods, criteria
for biological methods to detect chemicals of concern and Codex general
guidelines for sampling were also discussed in order to reach a global
consensus on the best approaches to use.

The draft report of the meeting is available from the Codex Alimentarius
website.

National Statistics: Local authority
municipal waste management: October to
December 2016

Data on waste management are collected in order to monitor progress towards
national and local targets; in particular against the requirements of the EU
Landfill Directive.

Research and analysis: Environment
Agency: business impact target (BIT)

Updated: New html published: Non-qualifying regulatory provisions under the
Business Impact Target (BIT). It lists the excluded categories in the BIT
reporting period 9 June 2017 to 20 June 2018.

These publications show how the Environment Agency assesses the financial
impacts on business of changes to its regulatory practices.

It includes the Environment Agency’s:

list of qualifying regulatory provisions (QRPs)
verified BIT scores for QRPs
summary of non-qualifying regulatory provisions
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