
News story: Secretary of State David
Davis’ statement following the opening
of EU exit negotiations

Firstly, I think we should start by recognising the very productive
discussions that we’ve had today.

I’ve been encouraged by the constructive approach that both sides have taken.

We have laid a solid foundation for future discussions, with an ambitious but
eminently achievable timetable.

It was clear from the opening that both of us want to achieve the best
possible outcome and the strongest possible partnership.

One that works for the UK and for the EU.

And we agreed that we stand a much greater chance of success if our teams
work together as that’s been demonstrated today.

Nowhere is this more true than on the important issues around the rights of
our citizens — where I am happy to report there is much common ground.

Ever since the referendum, I have been clear that my first priority is to
provide certainty to European Union citizens living in the United Kingdom,
and to UK citizens resident in the European Union — and I know Michel shares
that aspiration too.

So now that the negotiations have started, we are determined to get on with
the job and deliver that certainty as soon as possible.

The Prime Minister will later this week update European leaders on the UK’s
approach to this issue at the European Council.

We will then publish a detailed paper, outlining our offer on Monday, which I
believe will form the right basis on which to reach agreement.

I will also be briefing members of other parties on privy council terms, as
well as briefing Parliament more generally.

In addition to our discussion on citizens’ rights, we have reached agreement
on how we will structure the talks over the coming months.

Michel and I will meet every four weeks, bringing our teams together for a
number of days at a time.

We hope this regular rhythm will help us to progress our discussions across
the full range of issues very quickly.
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We have also established a number of technical working groups, tasked with
driving progress on the all-important detail.

These groups of senior experts from both the UK and the EU met for the first
time today.

They will support Michel and me by developing creative solutions to
challenges we have identified, testing options under consideration, and
building out the underpinning detail.

Today marks the start of a journey, for the United Kingdom and for the
European Union.

There is a long way to go, but we are off to a promising start. We have taken
the first, critical steps together.

Now, we have a shared responsibility to deliver quick and substantive
progress.

As you heard Michel said, we had a brief exchange earlier about the
distinction between being optimistic and being determined. And he gave you
Monet’s answer to that.

There is no doubt that the road ahead will at times be challenging, but as
Winston Churchill once said:

“The pessimist sees difficulty in every opportunity.

“The optimist sees the opportunity in every difficulty.”

And so bridging between Churchill and Monet, I am certainly a determined
optimist.

Speech: Lord Chancellor swearing-in
speech: David Lidington

Mr Attorney, I’d like to thank the Lord Chief Justice for his kind words and
warm welcome. I too look forward to working with the Lord Chief Justice and
the other eminent members of the bench.

It’s an enormous privilege and a great honour to have been sworn in as Lord
Chancellor and to have received the Great Seal of the Realm, an ancient
symbol of this office that has 900 years of history behind it.

The freedoms and protections that we all enjoy are of course built on a
principle that is much more important than the seals and the symbols of
office – the rule of law itself.
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That principle, together with the independence of the judiciary, form the
very bedrock of a free and democratic society.

They safeguard us against tyranny and dictatorship.

They allow us to live in a society where no individual and no government is
above the law, a society where everyone can expect equality before the law
and the right to a fair trial, a society where executive power is balanced by
both a strong judiciary that acts without fear or favour and a scrutinising
legislature – something that I have seen in action over 25 years as a member
of Parliament and in the last 12 months as Leader of the House of Commons.

Three branches of the state, each separate, but each having a mutual respect
for the others.

I know from my previous ministerial experience how important the strength of
those structures and the rule of law are.

As Europe Minister, one of my key priorities was to promote the protection of
human rights and help uphold the rule of law in countries across Europe,
especially perhaps in those European nations that had seen those traditions
crushed.

I’ve seen the impact on people’s lives when they falter.

And I’m proud of our work to support countries all over the world, for
example in Eastern Europe, nations like Albania and Bulgaria, where the
United Kingdom is helping them build the strong justice and legal systems
they need for their democracies to deepen and flourish.

And I have seen that you, as senior judges, have played – and continue to
play – a vital role in that noble work, extending your expertise, through the
Judicial College and other organisations like the Slynn Foundation, to assist
countries with judicial training and court reform.

And for that, thank you.

For me, this overseas perspective serves as a sharp reminder of just how
precious those principles are here at home – for protecting our freedoms, our
democracy, and our way of life – a way of life, which we have seen in the
dreadful news from north London today, remains under threat.

So I am determined I will be resolute and unflinching as Lord Chancellor in
upholding the rule of law and defending the independence of the judiciary.

The very reason countries look to us for support is because the UK is seen as
the home of high quality justice and legal services.

People come here from around the world to have their legal disputes resolved
because they know that they will get a fair and independent hearing.

And for this, we have much to thank the exceptional men and women that make
up our judiciary.



Your intellect, your sharp legal minds, your wealth of knowledge, together
with your dedication, personal integrity and commitment ensure we have a
judiciary that is fair, free from improper influence, and truly independent.

Now, wearing these robes today for the first time, it is impossible not to
feel the history.

But I see, too, how important it is to look beyond the pageantry to how,
robed or not, bewigged or bare-headed, judges embody the rule of law.

You all carry the weight – often the lonely weight – of this most vital duty,
both in the judgments you make in individual cases, and in the development of
the common law itself – a jurisprudence that is world-renowned.

For that – and for the strength and health which this has brought to our
country and our society – I want to thank you all sincerely.

But we should never be complacent about the need to build on and protect our
successes, nor be too shy to embrace reform where that is needed.

And looking ahead as we leave the European Union, it will be a priority for
me to promote our excellent legal services both at home and as a major UK
export, to maintain London as a competitive hub and ensure people continue to
see English law as the law of choice.

I also want to work together to make sure the administration of justice is
swifter and puts the citizen at the centre of what we do by harnessing all
the new opportunities which the technologies of our digital age have to
offer.

And I know much hard work has already been done to modernise the courts and
tribunals system for the 21st century, and how the judiciary has led that
endeavour, and I look forward to continuing that important work with you.

The principles of justice that I swear to protect and promote in my Oath as
Lord Chancellor are timeless.

Our approach to the way we protect and administer those principles of justice
is in many cases modern.

And together, we can not only celebrate and preserve our proud history, but
work to ensure that justice continues to be fairly administered and robustly
defended for the next 900 years.

News story: Communities Secretary
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statement: safety checks following the
Grenfell Tower fire

The Grenfell Tower police-led investigation is underway, but it will be some
time before it is fully understood how the fire started or why it took hold
in the way it did.

In the meantime there is significant anxiety amongst residents about whether
their own blocks are safe.

While the exact reasons for the speed of the spread of fire have yet to be
determined, we have concluded that there are additional tests that can be
undertaken with regard to the cladding.

We are therefore asking local authorities and other registered providers of
social housing to identify whether any panels used in new build or
refurbishment are a particular type of cladding made of Aluminium Composite
Material (ACM).

More details on how to identify this cladding are being supplied in a
technical note, and the Homes and Communities Agency can offer expert support
in surveying your properties if necessary.

It is important to stress that ACM cladding is not of itself dangerous, but
it is important that the right type is used.

Communities Secretary Sajid Javid said:

We have asked local authorities and all providers of social housing
to identify whether any buildings in their area contain cladding
made of aluminium composite material (ACM) by the end of today
(Monday 19 June).

We are putting in place a rigorous, government funded testing
process for any ACM cladding identified.

Housing Minister Alok Sharma this morning met representatives from
across the housing sector including the Home Builders Federation,
Local Government Association and the National Housing Federation.
They all expressed their support for this work and gave a
commitment that they would progress this with all possible haste.

It is clear that a considerable amount of work has already been
undertaken. Councils are working closely with fire and rescue
services to ensure that the appropriate safety and response
measures are in place and talking to their tenants to hear their
concerns.

Any landlord who is concerned can contact the department at
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housingchecks@communities.gsi.gov.uk for further advice about
cladding materials – this is a dedicated contact point which has
been set up to provide technical support and reassurance.

Our priority is to reassure people that they are safe in their
homes – and that is exactly what we are doing.

News story: Minister Burt statement on
Jerusalem attack

Minister for the Middle East, Alistair Burt, condemns the attack in Jerusalem
on Friday 16 June.

Minister Burt said:

I strongly condemn the terrorist attack that took place on Friday
in Jerusalem. My thoughts are with the victims and their families.
The UK is clear there can be absolutely no justification for
terrorism in any circumstances.

Further information

Speech: PM press conference with
Taoiseach Leo Varadkar: 19 June 2017

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Leo Varadkar to Downing Street today
for the first time and offer my congratulations on his appointment as
Taoiseach and leader of Fine Gael.

The unique relationship shared between the United Kingdom and Ireland is one
of friendship, close cooperation and a deep sense of shared endeavour, bound
by common values and generations of family links between our people.

The Taoiseach has said he believes in an Ireland where every person has an
opportunity to succeed and share in prosperity. And I share a similar belief
that the United Kingdom should be a place where everyone should have the
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chance to live a secure and happy life – a country that works for everyone,
not just the privileged few.

We also spoke about the unimaginable tragedy which struck Grenfell Tower last
week. The government will continue to do absolutely everything possible to
help all of those affected through the difficult days, weeks, months and
years ahead.

We spoke too about the appalling attack on Londoners in Finsbury in the early
hours of this morning. As I said earlier, this was an attack that once again
targeted the ordinary and the innocent going about their daily lives. Our
thoughts and prayers are with the family and friends of the man who died and
those who were injured.

The Taoiseach expressed his deepest sympathies for those affected by these
horrific events and we both agreed that this kind of hatred and evil that
leads to terrorism would never prevail.

Last week, the Taoiseach and I spoke and we agreed on the crucial need for
the parties in Northern Ireland to form a fully functioning Executive by the
29 June deadline and how we would continue to engage closely on this
important issue and reaffirmed that today.

We have both met the two main parties to make clear that the UK and Ireland
would do everything we can to work with them and the importance of reaching
an agreement by 29 June.

It is my firm belief that with good will on both sides a resolution can be
reached which builds on the progress made in the last round of discussions.

And my government remains absolutely committed to a successful outcome from
these talks and we remain steadfast in our support for the Belfast Agreement
and its successors.

As the United Kingdom embarks on leaving the European Union, I fully respect
that Ireland will remain an EU member state and that’s why it is more
important than ever that the relationship between our countries continues to
go from strength to strength.

We are leaving the European Union, but we are not leaving Europe – and we
want to remain committed partners and allies of Ireland and all our friends
across the continent.

Trade between our countries is worth over £43 billion a year and supports
400,000 jobs. And there are also complex supply chains that benefit both our
countries. And as I’ve said before, no one wants to see this diminished.

I am personally committed to ensuring a practical solution that recognises
the unique economic, social, cultural and political context of the land
border with Ireland – which so many people pass through everyday and it
remain our priority to work closely with the Irish government to ensure a
frictionless and seamless a border as possible.



And I made this clear in my letter to Donald Tusk triggering Article 50 and
that we want to maintain the Common Travel Area between us to make sure the
UK’s withdrawal from the EU does not harm the Republic of Ireland.

We also want the reciprocal rights that our citizens enjoy in both countries
to continue, including the rights guaranteed under the Belfast Agreement.

And both we and the EU have made clear that we want to resolve this as a
matter of priority and I am pleased that as negotiations begin in Brussels
today we can start working in earnest together on joint solutions.

And it is with this shared sense of purpose that I believe our 2 countries
can build even deeper ties and our unique relationship will become even
closer and stronger.

The Taoiseach and I have had constructive discussions today. I look forward
to working with him and to continuing the close relationship that our 2
countries have enjoyed for many more generations to come.


