
Press release: UK troops awarded
medals for UN peacekeeping mission in
South Sudan

85 UK troops from the Engineering and Medical Taskforce in South Sudan have
been awarded UN medals by HM Ambassador Alison Blackburne in recognition of
their unstinting service in South Sudan.

During their tour, the troops have undertaken projects including support of
remedial works to a jetty on the River Nile and helicopter landing sites,
flood prevention and other infrastructure improvements, as well as the
construction of a temporary field hospital in Bentiu. The field hospital will
provide medical care for 1,800 UN personnel, and will be staffed by UK
military clinicians for the next 12 months. This will enable other military
and civilian staff to carry out the work of the UN Mission in South Sudan
(UNMISS), a challenging operating environment.

Speaking to the medal recipients, HM Ambassador Alison Blackburne said:

It is not only about what you have achieved, but also the way you
have achieved it. You have conducted yourselves with incredible
professionalism in a collaborative and humble manner. It is an
honour to present you with such well-deserved medals.

The UNMISS medal which has been presented to troops from Op TRENTON 2 in
Juba, South Sudan. Crown copyright.

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Jason Ainley has now handed over
command to Lieutenant Colonel Katie Hislop, who will continue the valuable
work of the UK taskforce. Medical staff will continue to provide high class
healthcare whilst the Engineering troops now turn to building the permanent
hospital, as well as to UN infrastructure tasks including improving supply
routes. This work will enable UNMISS to continue to protect civilians in one
of the world’s most fragile nations.

Following a commitment made in 2015 by the then Prime Minister to double the
UK’s commitment to global peacekeeping initiatives, nearly 400 UK military
personnel are supporting UN efforts in South Sudan, making this one of the
UK’s largest operational deployments in the world.

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Jason Ainley said:

It has been an immensely rewarding and humbling deployment. We have
achieved far more than anticipated in January. The UK Engineering
Taskforce and Medics are now firmly established in UNMISS and we
are honoured to be able to receive our hard-earned UN medals from
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HM Ambassador.

Press release: Illegal fishing in
Staffordshire costs 5 anglers almost
£4,000

Paul Beckett, of St James Green in Cotes Hill, Stafford, and Dominic Reece,
of Essex Drive in Kidsgrove, were caught fishing on the River Dove at Eaton
Dovedale on 18 March 2017. Beckett was fined £660 and Reece £370 by North
Staffordshire Magistrates on 24 July 2017. Both men were also ordered to pay
costs of £127. Beckett, 62, the case against whom was proved in his absence
as he did not attend court, was also ordered to pay a victim surcharge of
£66. Reece, 30, who pleaded guilty, was ordered to pay a victim surcharge of
£37.

Stuart Mitchell, 52, of Hillsprings Court in Rugeley, and John Hope, 27, of
Moreton Street in Stoke-on-Trent, were caught fishing on the River Trent at
Rugeley on 8 March 2017. Both men were fined £660 and ordered to pay costs of
£127 and a victim surcharge of £66. As neither attended court, the cases
against them were proven in their absence.

Chris Mitchell, 33, of Crossley Avenue in Wigan, was caught fishing at
Rudyard Lake, Leek, on 19 February 2017. After pleading guilty he was fined
£620 and ordered to pay costs of £127 and a victim surcharge of £62.

Andrew Eardley of the Environment Agency said:

Most anglers enjoying the sport fish legally, but there continues
to be small number of anglers who fail to buy a fishing licence.
These few are cheating their fellow anglers and the future of the
sport.

An annual licence costs from just £30. It seems ridiculous that
anglers risk significant fines and costs, a criminal conviction and
the loss of their fishing equipment for such a small fee.

Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is
used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers
including protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease;
restoring fish stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and
fish habitat improvements. Licence money is also used to fund the Angling
Trust to provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in
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the sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency fishing licence to fish for salmon,
trout, freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England. Buying a rod licence is
easy. A licence lasts 365 days from the day you buy it.

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency hotline on 0800 80 70 60. Information on
illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported anonymously to
Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.
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Money from fishing licence sales is invested in England’s fisheries and is
used to fund a wide range of projects to improve facilities for anglers
including protecting stocks from illegal fishing, pollution and disease;
restoring fish stocks through re-stocking; eradicating invasive species; and
fish habitat improvements. Licence money is also used to fund the Angling
Trust to provide information about fishing and to encourage participation in
the sport.

You need a valid Environment Agency fishing licence to fish for salmon,
trout, freshwater fish, smelt or eel in England. Buying a rod licence is
easy. A licence lasts 365 days from the day you buy it.

Anyone witnessing illegal fishing incidents in progress can report it
directly to the Environment Agency hotline on 0800 80 70 60. Information on
illegal fishing and environmental crime can also be reported anonymously to
Crime stoppers on 0800 555 111.

News story: Grave of Yorkshire born
WW1 second lieutenant finally
rededicated nearly a century later

Verifying the research submitted was crucial in identifying the final resting
place of Second Lieutenant (2 Lt) Bertie Swallow of the 18th Battalion
Lancashire Fusiliers, who was killed in action due to the injuries he
suffered on 31 October 1918. Almost a century after he was buried as an
‘Unknown Officer of the Lancashire Fusiliers’, a rededication service was
held on 25 July 2017 at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC)
Harlebeke New British Cemetery in Belgium.

The service, which was a fitting tribute to the sacrifice made by 2 Lt
Swallow, was organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre
(JCCC), part of Defence Business Services, and was conducted by the Reverend
Stuart Richards, Chaplain to 1st Battalion, Royal Regiment of Fusiliers.

Louise Dorr, JCCC said:

It is thanks to a member of the public who has submitted all of his
research that this grave has been able to be identified.

I’m delighted that we have been able to pay tribute to 2 Lt Bertie
Swallow here this morning and to give him back his name.
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2 Lt Swallow joined the Royal Field Artillery on 9 December 1915 before
moving to the 18th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers on 5 September 1918.
Although he was reported wounded on 31 October 1918, his family didn’t
receive the news that he had died on that date until 28 November 1918. At the
time, there was no burial location recorded or even any evidence that his
body had been recovered and buried locally.

JCCC now know that Bertie Swallow was buried as an ‘Unknown Officer of the
Lancashire Fusiliers’ in Harlebeke New British Cemetery in Belgium. Records
from this cemetery show that the original burial location was just east of
the village of Kloosterhoek, where there were no British forces until the
18th Lancashire Fusiliers arrived on 31 October 1918.

There are only 4 other Lancashire Fusiliers officers who were killed within a
few weeks of Bertie Swallow’s death and who have no known grave, all of them
can be excluded as their battalions were between 30-100 kilometres away.

This proved to the JCCC that there is no other candidate for the unknown
grave in Harlebeke. No other officer of the Lancashire Fusiliers is listed as
missing or killed in the relevant place and time period. His field burial
site was not the scene of any armed conflict until the arrival of the
Lancashire Fusiliers on 31 October 1918. By elimination, this confirmed the
final resting place of 2 Lt Bertie Swallow.

Reverend Stuart Richards delivers the rededication service for 2 Lt Swallow.
Crown Copyright, All rights reserved

Reverend Stuart Richards, said:

It is a privilege to tend the flame of remembrance and to ensure
that those who made the supreme sacrifice a century ago have a
memorial and a name for future generations.

Almost 100 years after he died, 2 Lt Swallow’s grave has been rededicated and
a new headstone bearing his name has been provided by the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission (CWGC).

News story: Armed Forces Muslim Forum
Celebrates Eid with the Muslim
Community

Defence Minister, Earl Howe, Chief of Defence People, Lieutenant General
Richard Nugee, and Commander Home Command, Lieutenant General Bashall, hosted
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a dinner centred on the theme of being driven and united by common values and
purpose.

Earl Howe gave the keynote speech, in which he highlighted how the Armed
Forces and Muslim community often experience stereotyping and misconceptions.

Defence Minister Earl Howe said:

It is wonderful to be celebrating the end of Ramadan together, and
in doing so celebrating the important role the Muslim community
plays in our Armed Forces.

There is far more that unites us than divides us, and by working
together we are building a diverse force which is therefore a
stronger force, enhancing our cultural and linguistic skills for
our operations at home and abroad.

In his speech, Earl Howe praised the Muslim community for their generosity
and resilience in the face of recent events, including the devastating
Grenfell Tower and the Finsbury Park attack. The Minister then turned to the
“unknown” humanitarian efforts of our Armed forces, where personnel show the
same values at home and on operations overseas.

Brigadier Peter Cameron, from the MOD’s Operation Directorate, gave a
presentation on the UK Armed Forces’ recent humanitarian operations before Mr
Aamer Naeem, CEO of UK based Muslim charity, Penny Appeal, highlighted their
humanitarian activities overseas and endorsed the Armed Forces for the values
they share.

Sergeant Ahmed Dhalai described his experience of helping to rescue migrants
off the coast of North Africa, where he was able to use his linguistic skills
and cultural background to carry out his tasks compassionately, showing the
importance of building a diverse force.

Colonel Steve Davies spoke about his role in efforts to foster peace and
security in South Sudan, and Major Naveed Muhammad spoke about his duties in
the fight against Ebola in Sierra Leone.


