
News story: Animal medicines
prosecution: Mrs Marie Darnborough

Details of the prosecution of Mrs Marie Darnborough Published in August 2017.

On 28 July 2017 at Huddersfield Magistrates Court, Mrs Marie Darnborough
pleaded guilty to 10 charges under sections 1 and 2 of the Fraud Act 2006.

Mrs Darnborough was fined £290, with £30 victim surcharge and £85 costs were
awarded against her.

This case related to prescription fraud in which Mrs Darnborough dishonestly
made false representations on multiple occasions, namely by submitting
prescriptions for veterinary medicines to online pharmacies, purporting that
they had been issued by a veterinary surgeon.

News story: Animal medicines seizure:
Parcelforce International Hub

Details of the seizure of veterinary medicines at the Parcelforce
International Hub, Coventry. Published in August 2017.

A parcel was detained and subsequently seized at the Parcelforce
International Hub, Coventry, West Midlands. This parcel was addressed to a
residential premise in the UK and contained 2 x 1 litre bottles of Alben.
This product is an anthelmintic for sheep and goats which is not authorised
in the UK.

The medicine was seized under Regulation 25 (Importation of unauthorised
veterinary medicinal products) of the Veterinary Medicines Regulations.

Press release: Butchering breast
surgeon has sentence increased by 5
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years

Paterson, 59, was originally sentenced to 15 years imprisonment when he
appeared at Nottingham Crown Court in May after being found guilty of
wounding with intent. The Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, presented
this case at the Court of Appeal and successfully argued that the sentence
was unduly lenient.

The doctor specialised in cancer diagnosis and treatments of breast
conditions, and was revered as the ‘go-to’ specialist. Between 1997 and 2011,
Paterson deliberately exaggerated or invented the risk of cancer to
vulnerable patients and then carried out unnecessary operations on the
victims, including mastectomies.

The surgeries caused serious lasting physical and physiological harm to all
the victims. One woman was unable to breast feed her baby as a result.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“Throughout our lives, we are told and expected to trust doctors. Paterson
woefully abused that trust – he deliberately prayed on peoples worst fears
and then mutilated them on the operating table.

“This is a truly sickening crime and my thoughts are with the victims and
their families. I hope the increased sentence will help bring some closure
for them.”

Press release: £65 million government
support for UK’s largest Build to Rent
site

The biggest development of homes built specifically for private rent in the
UK is set to receive a £65 million boost from the government, Housing
Minister Alok Sharma announced today (3 August 2017).

The deal will help to unlock over 7,600 new, high quality homes at the
Wembley Park development in Brent, London – one of the largest strategic
regeneration projects in the country. At least 6,800 of these homes will be
for rent.

It will offer more choice for Londoners and comes as the government confirmed
widespread support for its proposals to open up the choice of rental
properties on the market, to help those currently priced out.
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The measures include:

changing planning rules so councils proactively plan for more Build to
Rent homes where there is need
making it easier for Build to Rent developers to offer affordable
private rent in place of other types of affordable home
introducing longer tenancies which are more family friendly to provide
better security for renters – government action in this area has already
seen the offer of 3 year or longer tenancies being made available to
35,000 tenants across the country according to British Property
Federation estimates.

Build to Rent homes are built at scale for the primary purpose of being
rented long-term, they can boost choice and quality in the private rented
sector.

Across England the sector is expanding, with 80,855 homes either completed or
planned. The industry estimates investment in the private rented sector could
grow to £70 billion by 2022. This could provide a further 15,000 homes each
year – with the potential to reach at least 240,000 homes built specifically
for private rent – by 2030.

Housing and Planning Minister Alok Sharma said:

Whether renting or owning all families should have the security
they need to be able to plan for the future.

That’s why as part of our plan to fix the broken housing market
we’ve been taking action to create a bigger and better private
rental market, supporting new Build to Rent developments so that
tenants can have greater choice.

Developments like Wembley Park are a great example of doing just
that, boosting the choice and quality of homes on the market –
meeting the needs of renters in cities and towns across England.

The Wembley Park development is backed by a loan from the government’s £3
billion Home Building Fund. It will bring over 8,000 jobs to the area and
support infrastructure to free up land for development.

Delivered in phases over the next 7 years, the flats will include a mix of
studios, 1, 2 or 3-bedroom properties, all located closely to the underground
station. The site next to the National Stadium will also include up to 2,350
affordable homes.

Homes and Communities Agency (HCA) Chief Executive Nick Walkely said:

This autumn, the HCA will relaunch as Homes England with the
ambition of creating a better housing market. We’re determined to
get more homes built now and increase the rate of future
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development.

This development is a fantastic example of how we fund vital
infrastructure to speed up the construction of much-needed quality
homes for people to rent

Quintain Chief Executive, Angus Dodd said:

This £65 million government loan will be match funded by Quintain
to provide a £130 million infrastructure investment into Wembley
Park to deliver new car and coach parking, an energy centre and the
first phase of the new 7 acre public park. Not only will this
funding allow these critical elements to be brought forward, it
will also support the more rapid delivery of new homes.

We are delighted to welcome the Housing Minister to Wembley Park
today. The area is already home to a thriving community and will
become the largest build to rent development anywhere in the UK.

Work on the new homes at Wembley Park has already begun and is set to be
completed in 2026.

Additional support
Measures in the government’s Housing White Paper set out plans to open up the
choice of rental properties on the market.

This includes plans to help people in the private rented sector by banning
letting agent fees when they sign a new tenancy agreement. This will stop
tenants being hit with unfair charges averaging £223 per tenancy.

Government has also introduced new powers under the Housing and Planning Act
2016 to crack down on rogue landlords. Local authorities can now impose civil
penalties of up to £30,000 as well as prosecute and we have extended Rent
Repayment Orders.

Further information
Responses to the government’s consultation ‘Planning and affordable housing
for Build to Rent’ showed widespread support for plans to create a new
national planning policy to support Build to Rent and the introduction of
Affordable Private Rent as the mechanism to provide affordable housing on
schemes. By allowing for affordable private rent, it can drive greater
efficiencies in design, density and management of schemes by not having
separate landlords in control of private and social housing.

Build to Rent homes are built for the primary purpose of being rented long-
term. They can boost choice and quality in the private rented sector,
particularly in cities and towns.

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/housing-white-paper
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-and-affordable-housing-for-build-to-rent
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-and-affordable-housing-for-build-to-rent


According to the British Property Federation, there are 80,855 Build to Rent
homes either completed or planned across England. Knight Frank estimates that
investment in the sector could grow to £70 billion by 2022. Research by
Savills suggests the sector could provide up to 15,000 homes per annum over
the period to 2030, resulting in up to 240,000 units by 2030.

The funding will be given to housing developers Quintain through the Homes
and Communities Agency to build vital new infrastructure to speed up the
building of 6,800 quality new rented homes.

A bond of £39.4 million was guaranteed by government for the first completed
private rented blocks of 141 homes at Wembley Park, under the £3.5 billion
PRS Guarantee Scheme, last December.

News story: New UKCN ‘knowledge bank’
launched

The UKCN has published a knowledge bank to help competition regulators with
the design, testing and implementation of behavioural remedies.

This archive of policy and academic documents has been developed by UK
Competition Network (UKCN) members over the past year to benefit regulators,
competition authorities and anyone interested in understanding how consumer-
facing remedies should be designed, tested and implemented.

This is an output of a larger piece of work by UK competition authorities and
regulators working together to improve understanding of customer behaviour
and how to have maximum impact when intervening in consumer markets. The UKCN
network aims to promote stronger competition across the economy for the
benefit of consumers and to prevent anti-competitive behaviour in the
regulated industries. This archive or ‘knowledge bank’ is now available on
the UKCN webpages. The content is divided into ‘core reading’ and ‘further
reading’ lists. Core reading captures fundamental documents of use primarily
to inexperienced users while further reading lists capture more specific
material intended for experienced practitioners.

To ensure that the knowledge bank remains up-to-date, please email any
materials you think should be included to the following email address:
ukcn@cma.gsi.gov.uk.
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