
Speech: In a world where North Korean
missile tests seem routine, let me be
clear: this is not business as usual.

Thank you Mr President.

North Korea is no longer a threat faced by a single country or a single
region. It is instead a threat that confronts us all. These two tests in the
last month were of an intercontinental missile, extending the threat much
further than before, to many more countries. In a world where North Korean
missile tests seem routine, let me be clear: this is not business as usual.

Make no mistake, as North Korea’s missile capabilities advance, so too does
their contempt and disregard for this Security Council. We must meet this
belligerence with clear, unequivocal condemnation and with clear, unequivocal
consequences.

Today Mr. President, we have banned North Korean exports of coal, iron ore,
lead and seafood. These are the lifeline exports that sustain Kim Jong-Un’s
deadly aspirations. In simple terms, should the North Korean regime continue
its reckless pursuit of an illegal missile programme and a deadly nuclear
programme, they will have vastly less resources to do so.

We have also capped the number of foreign workers from North Korea. Every
year DPRK sends thousands of ordinary workers overseas. They often endure
poor conditions and long hours, and their toil serves to provide critical
foreign currency for North Korean government coffers. This is undoubtedly a
form of modern slavery and today we have taken the first step to ending it.
The world will now monitor and curtail work authorisations for these
desperate expatriates.

And for those who are already a victim of this abusive system, trust that the
United Kingdom will continue to work toward a complete end to North Korea’s
institutionalized modern slavery.

Mr. President,

North Korea bears full responsibility for the measures we have enacted today.
By acting in flagrant violation of its legal obligations, by going against
the will of the Security Council expressed in countless Resolutions, North
Korea has chosen the path it now finds itself on. It is a path that, at a
minimum, will lead to the further suffering for its own people, and at most
could prove to be catastrophic for the whole world.

It does not have to be this way. North Korea should forgo the path of
provocation; forgo the path of further escalation. There is no reason why the
people of North Korea cannot share the normal, prosperous life of their
neighbours. The world would welcome them, not threaten them.
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So in this Chamber let us once again call on North Korea to halt and reverse
its nuclear and missile development programmes. Let us once again call on
them to prioritise the well being of their people over their illegal and
destabilising military programmes.

North Korea’s security and wellbeing do not depend on nuclear weapons. They
do not depend on far reaching missiles. They do not depend on a myth of self-
sufficient defiance of the wider world. To live in constant tension with the
world cannot be in the interests of North Korea’s regime, let alone its
people.

Mr. President,

We have taken a step forward. We have spoken with a unified voice that we are
ready to act in an unprecedented way in response to North Korea’s reckless
nuclear pursuit. Every country must ensure that these measures are adhered
to. Every country must live up to our word. This time there is too much at
stake. We simply cannot afford to fail.

Thank you.

Press release: Foreign Office Minister
welcomes tougher sanctions on North
Korea

The UN resolution strengthens sanctions against North Korea following their
recent ballistic missile tests.

On 5 August all UN Security Council members agreed the new UN resolution
(UNSCR 2371). This will bring in new measures against North Korea, including
restricting its access to the international financial system, capping the
number of its overseas workers, and banning its exports of coal, iron, iron
ore, seafood and lead.

The Foreign Office Minister of State for the Commonwealth and the United
Nations, Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon, said:

The UK and our international partners are united in opposing and
standing firm against the threat posed by North Korea. This
resolution will cut the resources that North Korea is abusing to
fund its reckless and illegal pursuit of nuclear and ballistic
missile programmes.

North Korea has chosen this extremely dangerous and destabilising
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path. The regime is prioritising the pursuit of these weapons over
and above its people, peace and stability in the region. The North
Korean regime needs to change its course immediately and the UK
calls on all countries to implement these new measures fully and
robustly.

Further information

News story: ‘Outdated’ landing cards
to be withdrawn as part of digital
border transformation

Non-European travellers have been required to fill out a landing card with
basic information about themselves and their travel since 1971.

But under proposals published today, the outdated paper-based system, which
costs the public around £3.6 million each year, will be replaced as part of
Border Force’s ongoing digital transformation of border controls. The
withdrawal of landing cards will not result in the loss of any data that is
used for security checks.

All passengers arriving from outside the EU will continue to be checked
against the variety of police, security and immigration watch lists which are
used to verify the identity and confirm the status of every passenger
arriving at UK airports.

Immigration Minister Brandon Lewis said:

We are modernising border technology to ensure Border Force staff
stop dealing with outdated paperwork and can continue to focus on
security and protecting the public.

In addition, this change will improve the experience for arriving
passengers so they get an even better welcome when they land in the
UK.

The changes will also free up staff and enable Border Force to better deploy
their resources.

At the same time, the changes will improve the experience for travellers as
passengers will no longer need to fill out the paper cards while on board the
flight or in queues at airports and ports.
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As a result it is expected that queue lengths will be shortened and passenger
flows improved, which has been welcomed by Heathrow airport. Last year, 16.2
million non-EU passengers arrived in the UK.

The proposals are part of the Home Office’s ongoing transformation at the
border which is enhancing Border Force’s ability both to facilitate
legitimate travel and ensure the security of the border.

This programme of work has already seen the introduction of 232 e-gates at 21
ports and since June has seen more than a million passengers use them each
week.

This has enabled Border Force officers to work on other security and
intelligence matters.

The changes are in addition to the ongoing Digital Services at the Border
(DSAB) programme, which is modernising technology at the border to improve
intelligence gathering on goods and passengers and increase security.

Border Force has also increased the use of Advance Passenger Information,
with systems in place to receive data on 100% of scheduled flights for all
international journeys to and from the UK.

Today’s proposals have been welcomed by industry, who will no longer be
required to purchase and distribute landing cards to passengers.

Heathrow CEO John Holland-Kaye said:

We warmly welcome this proposed change which would give visitors to
Britain an improved experience, whilst maintaining a secure border
into the UK.

In post-Brexit Britain, it will be even more important to show we
are open for business and make sure that we give investors,
tourists and students a great welcome to our country.

We look forward to continuing to work closely with the new
Immigration Minister and Border Force over the coming years to keep
improving the passenger experience at the UK’s border.

Before implementing the proposed changes, the Home Office is today (Saturday
5 August) opening a 4-week consultation with carriers, ports and those that
use statistics gathered from landing card data.

It is expected the changes will come into effect in the autumn.



Press release: Official statement

Clarification on UK travel advice.

The British government provides advice to British citizens travelling to
countries across the world. Our aim is to provide practical, accurate and up
to date information and advice to help British nationals make informed
decisions about their safety and travel abroad.

Recent media stories in Ghana have wrongly suggested that the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office have issued a new warning with regard to terrorism in
Ghana. We have not issued new advice.

Our travel advice for Ghana was last updated on 24 April and can be found at
www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/ghana. This contains a section on terrorism
– something that is standard practice for all travel advice. This advice is
similar to that of other countries in the region and around the world.

Press release: Ghana: Applications for
Chevening scholarships are now open

The Chevening Secretariat is accepting applications for UK Government
scholarships to study in the UK in 2018/2019. Applications for Chevening
Scholarships are open between 7 August and 7 November 2017, with applications
to be submitted via www.chevening.org/apply

Chevening Scholarships are awarded to individuals with demonstrable
leadership potential who also have strong academic backgrounds. The
scholarship offers full financial support for future leaders to study for any
eligible master’s degree at any UK university whilst gaining access to a wide
range of exclusive academic, professional, and cultural events. There are
more than 1,500 scholarships on offer globally for the 2018/2019 academic
year, representing a significant investment from the UK Government towards
developing the leaders of tomorrow.

Chevening Secretariat Director, Anne Marie Graham, said:

We are looking for ambitious, professional, forward-thinking
leaders from any walk of life. Although there is no single
personality profile for a Chevening Scholar, all of our scholars do
have one thing in common; they were bold enough to step forward and
apply.
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If you are chosen for Chevening, you will receive a first-rate UK
education which can open doors in your career. You will also become
part of the global Chevening Alumni network full of dynamic
influencers who have shared the same experience as you will, and
can offer mentorship or advice.

There is a lot to potentially gain from submitting a thoughtful
application, so if you or someone you know has what it takes to be
a Chevening Scholar, I would encourage you to apply before the 7
November deadline.’

Chevening Programme Manager, Louise Thomson, said:

Chevening allows you to truly follow your passions by allowing you
to choose from over 14,000 eligible courses at over 150 different
institutions. Whilst we expect that your experience will be
academically fulfilling, you will also enjoy exclusive access to
social opportunities to meet new people and travel to new places.

You experience Britain’s heritage and history, discuss
international policy, and interact with high profile personalities
at a range of academic, cultural, and social events.

Recent scholars have visited the Houses of Parliament in London,
Edinburgh Castle in Scotland, Mount Snowdon in Wales, Old Trafford
stadium in Manchester, and the Giant’s Causeway in Northern
Ireland. Some have even visited Hogwarts at the film studio where
the Harry Potter films were shot.

It’s a challenging year of intense growth for our scholars in the
UK. Their academic knowledge deepens, their networks expand, and
their ambitions grow, leaving them motivated to return home and
strive for progress.’

The call for new applicants follows the selection of 20 scholars from Ghana
who won an award to study at a UK university this year. Many of last year’s
successful applicants have been sharing their stories through the
#ChosenForChevening hashtag on Twitter and Instagram.

More information

Visit www.chevening.org/apply/guidance for detailed information on the
eligibility criteria and award specifications.

Contact

The British High Commission Accra on 000233 302 213 200 or
High.Commission.Accra@fco.gov.uk
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ENDS

Note to editors

Chevening Scholarships are the UK Government’s global scholarship programme,
funded by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and partner
organisations. The scholarships support study at UK universities – mostly one
year taught master’s degrees – for individuals with demonstrable potential to
become future leaders, decision-makers, and opinion formers.

Chevening began in 1983 and has developed into a prestigious international
awards scheme. Chevening Scholars come from over 160 countries and
territories worldwide (excluding the USA and the EU), and more than 1,500
scholarships were awarded in 2017/2018. There are over 48,000 Chevening
Alumni around the world who comprise an influential and highly regarded
global network.

The name ‘Chevening’ comes from Chevening House in Sevenoaks, Kent –
currently the joint official residence of the UK’s Foreign Secretary.

More information is available on www.chevening.org

http://www.chevening.org/

