Press release: Over 3 million more
people in work since 2010

According to the Office for National Statistics, the number of people in work
is at the highest level since records began in 1971.

The record figures have been driven by increases in the number of people in
secure work — over 75% of the increase in employment over the past 7 years
has been in full-time work.

There are now 338,000 more people in work compared to this time last year.
Minister for Employment, Damian Hinds said:

These statistics show that record levels of people are in work

across the country and earning a wage, which is great news.

Over 3 million more people are in work now than in 2010, with 7 in
10 of these roles being in higher skilled work.

Over the past year the rise in employment has been overwhelmingly
driven by permanent and full-time jobs, as employers continue to
invest in Britain’s strong economy.

The task now is to build on this success through Jobcentre Plus and
our employment programmes so that everybody can benefit from the
opportunities being created.

Today's figures also show:

the employment rate is at a record high of 75.1%, with 32.07 million
people now in work — an increase of 338,000 on the year

this year has been a strong one for employment growth with 247,000 more
people now in work since January

there are a near record 768,000 vacancies in the economy at any one time

the female employment rate is at a record high of 70.5%, with over 15
million women in work

youth unemployment is down by 394,000 since 2010

there are more British people in work than ever before and around 9 in
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10 people in jobs are UK nationals

e the UK employment rate is now the fourth highest in the European Union
and 7 percentage points higher than the EU28 average

Separate figures out today show 1.3 million claims have been made to
Universal Credit. Of the 570,000 people now claiming Universal Credit, 39%
are in work.

The government recently announced up to £35 million of funding with
devolution authorities across England for 6 new innovation employment pilots.
These will help over 18,000 disadvantaged people into employment, and tackle
long-term barriers to work and in-work progression.

Estimates of the claimant count are no longer included in the ONS statistical
bulletin as they may now be providing a misleading representation of the UK
labour market. For further information, read the ONS statement explaining the
decision (23 February 2017).

Follow DWP on:

Press release: Contract award -
Operations Site Works

Sellafield Ltd has awarded a contract to OneAIM, a joint venture comprising
AmecFosterWheeler and Interserve.

The four-year Operations Site Works framework has a value up to £160m and
will provide engineering support services to Sellafield’s reprocessing plants
and associated facilities.

Press release: Contract award -
Operations Site Works

The four-year Operations Site Works framework has a value up to £160m and
will provide engineering support services to Sellafield’s reprocessing plants
and associated facilities.
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News story: Civil news: 2018 contracts
tender timetable

We are opening tenders for new 2018 civil legal aid contracts across all
categories in mid-September 2017.

This follows publication of the government’s policy consultation response to
contract procurement proposals for the Housing Possession Court Duty Scheme
(HPCDS) .

Face to face and CLA timetable

The tender process to procure new face to face and Civil Legal Advice (CLA)
contracts will open in mid-September 2017.

The tender will be open for 8 weeks, closing in November.
We expect to notify bidders of the outcome of sucessful:

e face to face tenders in March 2018
e CLA tenders in May 2018

HPCDS timetable

The tender process for HPCDS contracts will follow on from a number of market
engagement events which will run in August and September. Dates and locations
will be confirmed shortly.

During August we will also engage the consultative bodies in a consultation
on the proposed 2018 HPCDS contract.

The tender for HPCDS contracts will then open in October. It will run for 6
weeks before closing in November.

The LAA expects to notify bidders of the outcome of their tenders in June
2018.

Contract extensions

It will be necessary to extend current contracts beyond 31 March 2018 as
follows:

e Some face to face and CLA telephone advice contracts — 5 month extension
with new contracts starting 1 September 2018

e HPCDS schedules — 6 month extension with new contracts starting 1
October 2018

We will be writing to notify providers of the contract extensions in due
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course.

Further information

HPCDS Policy consultation process — government response

Legal aid civil tender 2018 — information for organisations interested in
delivering face to face civil, and/or specialist legal advice by telephone
from 2018.

Notice: GL2 8HR, Mr Jon Smith, Mrs
Josephine Smith, Mr Thomas Smith (t/a
GM Smith and Son): environmental
permit draft decision advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. In some cases they also consult on draft decisions
for environmental permits. The arrangements are explained in its Public

Participation Statement
These notices explain:

e the Environment Agency’s proposed decision and the reasons and
considerations on which they’ve based this

e additional relevant information available since the application was
advertised

e any information or guidance provided by the Secretary of State relevant
to the application
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