
News story: Benefit reassessments
stopped for those most in need

Coming into effect from today (29 September 2017), claimants in the
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) support group and Universal Credit
(UC) recipients with limited capability for work and work-related activity
will no longer need to be reassessed if they:

have a severe, lifelong disability, illness or health condition
are unlikely to ever be able to move into work

See Employment and Support Allowance and Universal Credit: changes to the
Work Capability Assessment for more information.

Press release: PM meeting with Prime
Minister Szydło: 29 September 2017

Prime Minister Theresa May met with Polish Prime Minister Szydło, while
in Estonia.

A Downing Street spokesperson said:

“Prime Minister Theresa May and Prime Minister Beata Szydło this afternoon
held a bilateral meeting at the Tallinn Digital Summit in Estonia.

The Polish Prime Minister welcomed last week’s Florence speech and stressed
the importance of reaching an early settlement on citizens’ rights.

PM May said this was a shared priority, good progress was being made in the
talks and that she wanted to give certainty to Polish and other EU citizens
living in the UK.

PM Szydło and PM May agreed on the importance of Poland having a strong
relationship with the UK after Brexit, pointing to the two countries’ many
shared projects, family ties and history.

The two leaders agreed the next UK-Poland Summit will take place in Poland on
December 21.

The bilateral summit – the second of its kind – will bring together senior
ministers from both countries to discuss cooperation in areas such as foreign
affairs, defence and security, and trade and investment.”
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News story: Brexit Minister visits
university and businesses in Northern
Ireland

Minister Robin Walker has heard directly from people, groups and businesses
in Northern Ireland about the opportunities and challenges of Brexit, as part
of the Government’s ongoing commitment to work with all parts of the UK on
our withdrawal.

Visiting alongside Northern Ireland Minister Chloe Smith, Robin Walker met
representatives from a number of key sectors, including higher education and
business. The trip took in Ulster University’s Belfast campus, recycling and
waste management company Re-Gen Waste in Newry, a visit to the border, and
the CBI’s under-35s forum for promising future business leaders.

The Minister also saw the regeneration of Belfast Harbour and heard how
Belfast is becoming a major hub for inward investment. It is the world’s
number one international investment location for financial services
technology and cyber security firms, and has seen 1,200 new cyber security
related jobs created over the past five years.

The Minister used the visit to hear first hand about the opportunities and
challenges that the UK’s exit from the EU could present to Northern Ireland,
and to reiterate the Government’s commitment to ensuring the specific
interests of Northern Ireland are a priority in the talks. The visit is part
of a wider programme of engagement with all parts of the UK on Brexit, and
builds on previous visits to Northern Ireland by Minister Robin Walker and
Secretary of State David Davis to discuss our EU withdrawal.

The Government has published a comprehensive paper which outlines the UK’s
position on addressing the unique circumstances of Northern Ireland and the
land border with Ireland. It makes clear the Government’s commitment to
avoiding any physical infrastructure at the border.

Minister for Exiting the EU, Robin Walker said:

As we look to leave the EU, we’ve been absolutely clear that we
want to hear from people and businesses across all parts of the UK
about the specific opportunities and challenges Brexit represents
to them.

Because of its land border and shared history with Ireland,
Northern Ireland of course has unique issues relating to Brexit
that we’ve committed to address as a priority. That’s why we’ve set
out our proposals to ensure we protect the Belfast Agreement in the

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-brexit-minister-visits-university-and-businesses-in-northern-ireland/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-brexit-minister-visits-university-and-businesses-in-northern-ireland/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-brexit-minister-visits-university-and-businesses-in-northern-ireland/


negotiations, and ensure the land border is as seamless and
frictionless as possible for people and businesses.

I’ve had the chance to speak with a wide range of groups during
this trip – and it’s an opportunity that’s proved invaluable. I had
the pleasure of meeting with some of Belfast’s brightest young
business leaders, who demonstrated to me the breadth of talent and
opportunity the City has to offer. It is clear that Belfast is
putting itself on the map as a hub for innovation and foreign
direct investment. We want to ensure this trend continues –
delivering EU exit in a way that works for all parts of the UK.

Northern Ireland Minister Chloe Smith said:

The UK Government is completely committed to finding a practical
solution for the movement of people and goods across the border, as
we recognise the unique economic, historical and geographical
circumstances between Northern Ireland and Ireland. We are clear we
do not want any obstacles between the UK and our closest trading
partner, Ireland.

The Government is working for a successful outcome that brings more
economic opportunities for the future of everyone in Northern
Ireland and preserves stability in Northern Ireland.

Press release: Salmon fishing season
in Trent catchment area to come to a
close

With the salmon fishing season due to close in the Trent catchment area from
Sunday 8 October 2017 to Wednesday 31 January 2018 inclusive, the Environment
Agency is reminding anglers that failure to comply with statutory rod fishing
byelaws could result in prosecution in court and a fine of up to £50,000.

Rod fishing byelaws are statutory rules put in place by the Environment
Agency to protect fish stocks and apply to all waters in England, whether
they are owned by angling clubs, local councils or private individuals. The
close season aims to protect fish stocks from the impacts of angling during
the fish breeding season.

Matt Buck, Fisheries Specialist at the Environment Agency, said:
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We would like to remind anglers that the salmon fishing season is
due to come to a close and they should refrain from fishing for
salmon until the start of February next year. This allows the
impacts of angling to be minimised in order to protect fish stocks
at a time when the fish are breeding.

If anglers catch any salmon by mistake when fishing for other fish
throughout the salmon close season, they should allow the salmon to
recover by handling them with great care so as not to damage the
fish before allowing them to swim off upstream.

Survival rates for salmon are greatly increased if the appropriate
angling techniques and equipment are used, and best practices for
catching, handling and releasing angled fish are adopted. Between 1
February and 15 June, any salmon caught from any waters should not
be removed and must be returned to the water with the least
possible injury. Other restrictions also apply during this period
and anglers must only use artificial fly or artificial lure to
ensure the fish can be returned alive.

Anyone fishing with rod and line in England and Wales must hold a rod fishing
licence and comply with the byelaws that cover the waters where they are
fishing.

A special salmon and sea trout rod fishing licence is required for anyone
wishing to fish for salmon and is available from
www.gov.uk/get-a-fishing-licence or by calling the Environment Agency on 0344
800 5386 between 8am and 6pm, Monday to Friday. The licence covers one rod
for salmon in freshwater. Any salmon taken by rod and line may not be offered
for sale.

Catch and release is vital to help protect and restore salmon stocks in our
rivers – read our guide for anglers.

Statutory guidance: Catching or
landing of berried lobsters and
crawfish in England

Updated: Guide updated

A lobster or crawfish which is carrying eggs attached to its tail or some
other exterior part,or which was carrying eggs at the time when it was
caught.
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