
Speech: “We very much hope that the UN
will be better equipped to build and
sustain peace, to respond to crises,
and to deliver support for
development”

Thank you Madam President and thank you to Madam Deputy Secretary-General as
well. I want to begin by aligning myself with the European Union statement
and by offering full British support to everything that you, Deputy
Secretary-General and the Secretary-General, are doing to drive meaningful
change through the United Nations.

As a result of that change and reform, we very much hope that the UN will be
better equipped to build and sustain peace, to respond to crises, and to
deliver support for development and for human rights. And we look forward to
the SG’s report in December, full, we hope, of bold and ambitious
recommendations to set out a clear path towards that end; a more effective
and accountable United Nations.

We’ve been doing a lot of thinking on each of the six work streams that you
identified in your guidance notes. In the interest of brevity, I’ll just
mention one point under each of the six headings, if I may, and send around
more detailed notes in writing.

On the first, the question about a reinvigorated Resident Coordinator system,
we want the Resident Coordinator in each place to be independent, empowered,
taking final decisions for the whole UN country presence, with a final say on
strategic objectives as set out in UN Development Agreement Frameworks;
accountable for all agencies and their budgets, underpinned by a joint and
single work plan; overseeing a coherent and coordinated approach to
development and humanitarian activity by double-hatting as Resident
Coordinator and Humanitarian Coordinator, where appropriate.

Secondly, on a responsive and tailored UN Country Team, we hope that each
team will take responsibility for addressing the long term causes of conflict
through development interventions, continually assessing the risks and the
needs of countries, and being able to adapt to crises rapidly.

Third, we look forward to hearing more from ongoing consultations on a system
wide strategic document. Coherent reporting and planning system-wide will be
vital to demonstrating impact and results, but that will only happen when the
agencies themselves are undertaking the whole program cycle as a single
process – planning, operating, monitoring and reporting.

Fourthly, on system-wide accountability and oversight, we are open to
changing the structures of the Executive Boards. We have some concerns about
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establishing a ‘mega board’ – not because we disagree with the intent, which
is to improve transparency and to streamline, but just in terms of
practicality and whether it’s actually able to do the job, or whether
actually it would be better to keep the different executive boards in their
existing roles and making sure that they function as well as possible. But
just to underline, we absolutely support every proposed recommendation to
improve transparency.

Fifthly, on regional functions, policy and data management, we believe the
review must clarify the value-added of the Regional Economic Commissions
because reports of the Joint Inspection Unit do suggest that there is a fair
amount of duplication, too many documents that are not read at all, or even
if they’re read, they never get used. So that does seem to be not the ideal
use of limited funding.

And then sixthly and finally, you ask how the Funding Compact could instil
the confidence of donors investing in the system and encourage more
investment in core and pooled funding, and we do have some principles which I
will send around in writing. The thrust of the principles is that we can do
everything that we can to improve transparency and oversight.

I did have a final page, but in the interest of time I’ll boil it down to
four words: get on with it.

Thank you.

Press release: Minister for Africa
statement on Kenya

Minister Stewart said:

The UK is concerned by the increasingly unstable political
situation in Kenya in advance of the new presidential election on
26 October.  An open, peaceful and credible poll is the only
constitutional way Kenyans can choose their next President.       
Along with international partners, the UK is continuing to provide
support to Kenya’s institutions, including the Independent
Electoral and Boundaries Commission (IEBC). We welcome steps the
IEBC is taking to rectify flaws in the August election, as well as
recent efforts by the IEBC and political parties to engage in
dialogue.

Neither threats to boycott the election nor changes to the
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electoral legislation at this stage are helpful.  Both sides need
to work with the IEBC cooperatively and in a spirit of dialogue as
it sets out arrangements for the new elections.

We encourage a peaceful and non-violent election period. Security
services should use the utmost restraint in handling
demonstrations, and any response must be proportionate and
measured.  We urge independent investigations into all allegations
of abuse of force.

This election is an important moment for Kenyan and African
democracy.  We stand together with all Kenyans at this critical
time.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Office on Facebook & Twitter.

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn

News story: Programme for fifth round
of UK-EU Article 50 negotiations

Monday 9 October 2017

Technical working groups

Tuesday 10 October 2017

Coordinators’ Session

Thursday 12 October 2017

Principals’ meeting

Press briefing (to be confirmed)

Note: There are three technical working groups covering citizens’ rights,
financial settlement and other separation issues. Horizontal issues,
including governance, will be addressed by the Coordinators. Additional
technical working groups may be scheduled during the week.

https://www.facebook.com/foreignoffice
https://twitter.com/foreignoffice
https://www.instagram.com/ukforeignoffice/
https://www.youtube.com/user/ukforeignoffice
https://www.linkedin.com/company/foreign-and-commonwealth-office?trk=biz-companies-cym
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-programme-for-fifth-round-of-uk-eu-article-50-negotiations/
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Press release: One month on from
Hurricane Irma

Commenting on progress made since Hurricane Irma struck islands across the
Caribbean including Anguilla, the British Virgin Islands and the Turks and
Caicos Islands on 7 September 2017, International Development Secretary Priti
Patel said:

It was heart breaking to see the full extent of the devastation
caused by the hurricanes; many homes were completely destroyed and
families’ lives were torn apart.

As soon as the hurricanes hit, the UK responded by leading the
relief effort and making sure emergency supplies went to those who
were worst-hit.

We are already seeing signs of daily life getting back to normal –
schools are re-opening, local economies are back up and running and
the debris and wreckage is being cleared.

Our UK task force is now working with the governments of the
Overseas Territories to help them get on with the vital
reconstruction work and to make sure the islands are built back
more resiliently than in the past, so a future hurricane won’t be
as devastating.

Notes to editors

Signs of early recovery are emerging as the islands prepare to get back
up and running.
The governments of the Overseas Territories are leading the recovery
plans for the islands and a taskforce from the UK is working alongside
them to assess immediate and early recovery needs and priorities.
Anguilla is getting back to business and the UK has played an important
role in supporting that process. DFID-supplied timber, corrugated iron
and plywood helped schools to re-open on the island this week. The local
economy is starting up again with most businesses back up and running.
Banks are accessible, supermarkets are receiving stocks and hotels and
restaurants are preparing for the upcoming tourism peak
In Turks and Caicos debris has been cleared from neighbourhoods and
airports repairs have been carried out. Repairs have been carried out on
the hospital in Grand Turk. The temporary flat pack schools in South
Caicos now have electricity and water.
In the British Virgin Islands, 16 schools have re-opened and the airport
has reopened to commercial flights. 60-80% of homes were damaged or
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destroyed and poorer communities were hit hardest. UK military along
with UK Aid cleared the wreckage of homes and provided shelters. The
airport has reopened to commercial flights
Even though the hurricanes have gone, we will be dealing with the trail
of destruction for the next few weeks, months and years. That is why we
have pledged £62 million to the recovery efforts following both
Hurricane Maria and Irma.
100% of all DFID procured aid has been delivered to the region.

DFID Response Overview

2896 shelter kits, 4990 solar lanterns and 10,000 buckets are already in
the region, as well as additional supplies from HMS Ocean

British Virgin Islands: UK aid

43 RAF transport flights, more than four tonnes of food and water and more
than 816 shelter kits, as well as radios, debris clearing equipment, building
materials, generators and communications equipment.

Turks and Caicos Islands UK aid

0.8 tonnes of bottled water, 922 Shelter Kits,170 plastic sheets, four flat-
pack schools, debris clearing equipment, building materials, generators,
communications equipment, solar lantern, fuel and forklifts.

Anguilla: UK aid

6.8 tonnes of food and water,18 tonnes of lumber, 1,000 Sheets corrugated
iron, shelter kits, 15 Generators, debris clearing equipment, communications
equipment, solar lanterns, 100 metres of electric cable and 500 hygiene
packs.

ENDS

Press release: PM to host Business
Advisory Council at Downing Street

The Prime Minister will hear views of experienced business leaders and
discuss ways to ensure a successful Brexit at the next meeting of the new
business advisory council at Downing Street on Monday.

At the quarterly council meeting, views will be heard from a range of
businesses including HSBC, Morgan Stanley and Vodafone – to inform the
government’s approach to Brexit and wider issues of importance to the UK
economy.
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The Prime Minister will set out the government’s vision for a successful
Brexit, reiterating her recent Florence speech that the overarching goal is
for a smooth, orderly exit so businesses can benefit from a period of
implementation. She will make clear the government is working towards a new
partnership with the EU, one based on a joint commitment to free trade and
high standards.

The Prime Minister welcomed the valuable contributions made by businesses at
the first business council in July, including discussions on how to boost
productivity, drive investment, build business confidence, and strengthen the
positive role of business within society.

The government is continuing to engage with businesses at all levels with the
Secretary of State for Exiting the EU Rt Hon David Davis recently hosting
company leaders at Chevening, a series of business meetings with the
Chancellor, Business and EU Exit Secretary of States and new post-negotiation
roundtable briefings with business.

Ahead of the next council, the Prime Minister said:

Last month in Florence I set out my vision for a bold and unique
new economic partnership with the EU. We are working hard to
achieve this and are optimistic about our future as a global, free-
trading nation.

The Business Advisory Council is an important part of our
preparations for leaving the EU – allowing us to seek the views of
experienced business leaders and to share with them the
government’s vision for a successful Brexit.

Cabinet Ministers attending the Business Advisory Council will be:

Rt Hon Philip Hammond MP, Chancellor of the Exchequer
Rt Hon Greg Clark MP, Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy
Rt Hon David Davis MP, Secretary of State for Exiting the EU
Rt Hon Liam Fox, Secretary of State for International Trade

Attending businesses will be:

Balfour Beatty
WPP
HSBC
GSK
Morgan Stanley
Bridgewater
JCB
Vodafone
EY
Aston Martin
Whitbread



Nestle
ABF


