Press release: MLA pay advice
recommendations

On 12 November, the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland asked Trevor
Reaney to provide advice on salaries and allowances for Members of the
Northern Ireland Assembly.

Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, said:

“I would like to thank Trevor Reaney for his thoughtful advice on the
approach to the salaries and allowances of MLAs in the continued absence of
an Executive or sitting Assembly.

“This is a matter of significant public concern and it is right to take a
considered approach. This is why I asked Mr Reaney to provide me with this
advice, which I will consider carefully before responding. *“

Mr Reaney’'s advice is published in full here. Mr Reaney is a former Clerk and
Chief Executive of the Northern Ireland Assembly and a current member of the
National Assembly for Wales Remuneration Board.

PDF, 427KB, 22 pages

If you use assistive technology (such as a screen reader) and need a version
of this document in a more accessible format, please email
NIOwebEditor.mailbox@nio.gov.uk. Please tell us what format you need. It will
help us if you say what assistive technology you use.

Media Enquiries should be directed to the Northern Ireland Office Press
Office.

News story: Tough new penalties for
misuse of lasers

People who target transport operators with laser devices could be jailed for
up to 5 years under new laws designed to protect the public.

The Laser Misuse (Vehicles) Bill, which was published today (Wednesday, 20
December 2017),will also expand the list of vehicles, beyond just planes,
which it is an offence to target with lasers.
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Drivers of trains and buses, captains of boats and even pilots of hovercraft
will be among those protected by the new legislation.

The bill will make it easier to prosecute offenders by removing the need to
prove an intention to endanger a vehicle.

And it will remove the cap on the amount offenders can be fined — which is
currently limited to £2,500 — paving the way for substantial sanctions. Fines
could be issued in isolation or alongside a prison sentence.

The police will also be given additional powers to catch those responsible
for the misuse of lasers.

Animation video

Aviation Minister, Baroness Sugg said:

Lasers can dazzle, distract or blind those in control of a vehicle,
with serious and potentially even fatal consequences.

The government is determined to protect pilots, captains, drivers
and their passengers and take action against those who threaten
their safety.

Alongside their existing powers of arrest and the ability to search a person
once arrested, officers will no longer need to establish proof of intention
endanger to a vehicle, aircraft or vessel, making it easier to prosecute
swiftly. It will be an offence to shine or direct a laser towards a vehicle
if it dazzles or distracts the operator, if done deliberately or if
reasonable precautions to avoid doing so are not taken.

Laser pens have become a growing concern with the beam from the devices
capable of affecting the ability of transport operators to control their
vehicles.

Last year, the Civil Aviation Authority received reports of 1,258 laser
incidents, with Heathrow the most frequent location for reports of the
devices being used recklessly.

Earlier this year, the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy ran a call for evidence on the selling of laser pointers and is
considering the findings before formally responding in the new year.

BALPA General Secretary, Brian Strutton said:

This is good news for transport safety. BALPA pilots and other
transport workers have raised the growing threat of laser attacks
for some time.

The government’s announcement of a bill to tackle the misuse of
lasers is therefore very welcome and we will work with DfT to
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ensure its effective and speedy implementation.

BALPA also welcomes the BEIS consultation on restrictions to the
supply of certain lasers which we hope will move forward quickly.

Laser promotional video

National Police Chiefs’ Council Lead for Lasers, Commander Simon Bray said:

Recklessly shining a laser at an aircraft or another moving vehicle
is deeply irresponsible and dangerous. By causing a distraction or,
in some cases, short or long-term eye damage, laser attacks can
lead to catastrophic incidents.

These new and robust measures send a clear message to perpetrators:
laser attacks are a crime and serious consequences will follow from
committing this offence.

It is essential that the police have the powers required to support
these measures and we will continue to work with the government to
ensure that these powers are in place.

Press release: Government launches
Small Business Commissioner to help
small firms in Wales resolve payment
disputes

e New Small Business Commissioner will support 208,000 small businesses in
Wales to resolve payment disputes and tackle larger businesses unfair
payment practices to drive culture change

e New guidance website to help small businesses with late payment issues

e Small businesses can now submit late payment complaints to the
Commissioner

The Government has today (20 December 2017) launched the complaint handling
service of the Small Business Commissioner to ensure fair payment practices
for small businesses. This follows the appointment of Paul Uppal to the role
of Small Business Commissioner.

Regulations made by Small Business Minister Margot James mean the
Commissioner can now handle complaints from small businesses about unfair
payment practices. The Commissioner’s website is also live, providing
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guidance to small businesses on payment issues including how to take action
if a payment is overdue.

Margot James, Small Business Minister, said:

This Government’s Industrial Strategy is building a Britain in
which small business can continue to thrive.

Over the last five years the amount owed to smaller businesses has
more than halved from £30 billion to £14 billion. Today'’s Small
Business Commissioner service will empower small businesses in
Wales to take action if they are paid late, potentially delivering
a £2.5 billion annual boost to the economy.

Paul Uppal, Small Business Commissioner, said:

Having run my own small business for over twenty years I am well
aware that integrity and trust are key to running and building a
successful business. My mission is to help all small businesses

nurture positive and lasting relationships with their customers

that work in the best interests of both.

Today I am launching a new website so small businesses know their
rights, as well as how to contact me if they need further action to
be taken when the larger businesses they supply owe them money.

Mike Cherry, National Chairman of the Federation of Small
Businesses, said:

The UK is gripped by a poor payments crisis, over 30 per cent of
payments to small businesses are late and the average value of each
payment is £6,142. This not only impacts on the small business and
the owner, it is damaging the wider economy.

The Small Business Commissioner is crucial to turning the tide on
this late payments culture. FSB will be encouraging small
businesses affected to use the service, and we hope then to see
clear actions taken to tackle the worst examples of supply chain
bullying.

Success will be a UK economic culture where a business that does a
job promptly, is paid promptly.

The Small Business Commissioner’s website guides small businesses on how to
“check, chase, and choose” how to deal with unfair and late payments, that
is:



e Check if the right information has been provided to the right people in
order for an invoice to be paid

e Chase effectively when a payment is overdue

e Choose how to take further action, including the option of submitting a
complaint to the Small Business Commissioner

This is one of a number of measures Government is taking to tackle a late
payment culture. Regulations came into force in April 2017 requiring large
businesses to publicly report the average time they take to pay their
suppliers. This allows suppliers, including small businesses, to make
informed decisions about who they do business with. Firms can check when
large businesses pay their suppliers on GOV.UK. So far over 200 of the UK’s
largest businesses have submitted payment reports.

The Small Business Commissioner was appointed on 2 October 2017 and is based
in Birmingham.

Notes to editors:

e A third of payments to small businesses are late.

20% of small businesses have run in to cash flow problems due to late
payments.

If small businesses were paid on time, this could boost the economy by
an estimated £2.5 billion annually.

Small businesses who wish to make a complaint can visit
www.smallbusinesscommissioner.gov.uk

Enquiries about the Small Business Commissioner can be directed to
enquiries@smallbusinesscommissioner.gov.uk

Complaints can be submitted to
complaints@smallbusinesscommissioner.gov.uk

Press release: Government pledges to
secure the future of the Post Office

e New funding will enable the Post Office to further modernise its network
and bring extra benefits to customers across the UK, with £2bn invested
since 2010

e The Post Office has moved into profit for the first time in 16 years and
branch numbers are the most stable they have been for decades

e Today 95% of small business customers can access day-to-day banking
services in post offices, improving the business environment for small
and medium-sized firms — a key part of the Government’s Industrial
Strategy

The Government today (20 December) announced £370 million of funding to
secure the future of the UK'’s Post Office network.
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0f that funding £210 million will be invested in continuing to modernise the
network so it can continue to provide essential services and bring additional
benefits to its 17 million customers across the UK, including extending
opening hours and cutting queue times.

A further £160 million will help to protect ‘last shop in the village’
community branches and ensure everyone continues to have access to their
local branch. Figures published today reveal the network has grown for the
second year running, with 99.7% of people living within three miles of their
local post office and number of rural branches rising to 6,185.

A key part of the Government'’s Industrial Strategy is improving the business
environment for our small and medium-sized firms and the Government is
delivering on a manifesto commitment to extend the availability of banking
services to SMEs and families through the Post Office network. Today 99% of
UK personal bank customers and 95% of small business customers can access
day-to-day banking services in branch and last year the Post Office helped
customers carry out 110 million banking transactions, an average of 200 a
minute.

The funding agreement, which will run from April 2018 to March 2021, comes as
the Post Office moved into profit in 2017 for the first time in 16 years,
making the business less reliant on Government subsidies.

Business Secretary Greg Clark said:

The Post Office is at the heart of communities across the UK, with
millions of customers and small businesses relying on their local
branch every day to access a wide range of important services.

With the network at its most stable in decades, this £370m of
government funding will ensure it can continue to modernise and
bring further benefits to customers across the UK.

Paula Vennells, Chief Executive of the Post Office said:

Making a profit for the first time in 16 years is a major milestone
in the Post Office’s journey to a sustainable and successful
business.

We're fulfilling the promises we have made, and this is recognised
by the Government’s further investment in the Post Office, which
will enable us to continue transforming the business to meet our
customers’ changing needs — a transformation that has already seen
us make significant progress.

We are committed to making the Post Office matter as much tomorrow
as it does today. For over 370 years, the Post Office has stayed
relevant to communities the length and breadth of the UK by
changing and adapting. With the Post Office now trading at a



profit, we are better placed than ever to embrace the future. By
continuing to invest in post offices, in our digital channels, in
support services and — most importantly — by putting our customers
first, I am confident that the Post Office is absolutely ready to
take on the opportunities and challenges ahead.

Thanks to Government investment of more than £2bn between 2010 and 2018, the
Post Office has:

a stable network of around 11,600 branches;

delivered its first profit in 16 years;

modernised more than 7,500 branches;

protected over 3,000 ‘last shop in the village’ community branches;
extended opening hours on weekdays and at weekends, adding almost a
million extra opening hours every month;

become the largest Sunday retailer in the UK with more than 4,400
branches open on Sunday;

ensured 93% of people live within 1 mile of their nearest branch.

The Government will also publish its response to the Post Office Network
Consultation carried out in November 2016 which helped to inform the scale
and nature of today’s funding announcement.

Notes to Editors

1. The Post Office has published its 2016/17 Annual Report, Financial
Statements, and Network Report on its website

Press release: Government launches
Small Business Commissioner to help
small firms resolve payment disputes

e new Small Business Commissioner will support Britain’s 5.7 million small
businesses to resolve payment disputes and tackle larger businesses
unfair payment practices to drive culture change

e new guidance website to help small businesses with late payment issues

e small businesses can now submit late payment complaints to the
Commissioner

The government has today (20 December 2017) launched the complaint handling
service of the Small Business Commissioner to ensure fair payment practices
for small businesses. This follows the appointment of Paul Uppal to the role
of Small Business Commissioner.
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Regulations made by Small Business Minister Margot James mean the
Commissioner can now handle complaints from small businesses about unfair
payment practices. The Commissioner’s website is also live, providing
guidance to small businesses on payment issues including how to take action
if a payment is overdue.

Margot James, Small Business Minister, said:

This government’s Industrial Strategy is building a Britain in
which small business can continue to thrive.

Over the last 5 years the amount owed to smaller businesses has
more than halved from £30 billion to £14 billion. Today's Small
Business Commissioner service will empower small businesses to take
action if they are paid late, potentially delivering a £2.5 billion
annual boost to the economy.

Paul Uppal, Small Business Commissioner, said:

Having run my own small business for over 20 years I am well aware
that integrity and trust are key to running and building a
successful business. My mission is to help all small businesses
nurture positive and lasting relationships with their customers
that work in the best interests of both.

Today I am launching a new website so small businesses know their
rights, as well as how to contact me if they need further action to
be taken when the larger businesses they supply owe them money.

Mike Cherry, National Chairman of the Federation of Small Businesses (FSB),
said:

The UK is gripped by a poor payments crisis, over 30% of payments
to small businesses are late and the average value of each payment
is £6,142. This not only impacts on the small business and the
owner, it is damaging the wider economy.

The Small Business Commissioner is crucial to turning the tide on
this late payments culture. FSB will be encouraging small
businesses affected to use the service, and we hope then to see
clear actions taken to tackle the worst examples of supply chain
bullying. Success will be a UK economic culture where a business
that does a job promptly, is paid promptly.

The Small Business Commissioner’s website guides small businesses on how to
‘check, chase, and choose’ how to deal with unfair and late payments, that
is:
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e check if the right information has been provided to the right people in
order for an invoice to be paid

e chase effectively when a payment is overdue

e choose how to take further action, including the option of submitting a
complaint to the Small Business Commissioner

This is one of a number of measures government is taking to tackle a late
payment culture. Regulations came into force in April 2017 requiring large
businesses to publically report the average time they take to pay their
suppliers. This allows suppliers, including small businesses, to make
informed decisions about who they do business with. Firms can check when
large businesses pay their suppliers on GOV.UK. So far over 200 of the UK’s
largest businesses have submitted payment reports.

The Small Business Commissioner was appointed on 2 October 2017 and is based
in Birmingham.
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