
Press release: Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson press statement in Moscow

“We have to work hard to address those difficulties. We have to find a way
forward.” Boris Johnson tells media in Moscow

It is very good to be here in Moscow. I think I am the first British Foreign
Secretary to be here in about five-and-a-half years. But, of course, this is
a very old diplomatic relationship that is 450 years old and dates from the
time when Queen Elizabeth sent an envoy to Ivan the Terrible or Ivan the
Fourth, as Sergei [Lavrov] has said he was called.

The reason for the length of my absence is that this is a difficult time in
the relations between UK and Russia, as Sergei himself has just said. We
can’t ignore those difficulties, we can’t pretend that they don’t exist, and
we don’t share a common perspective on events in Ukraine or the Western
Balkans or, as the Prime Minister Theresa May has said, on the Russian
activities in cyberspace.

We speak up for the LGBT community in Chechnya, and elsewhere, as people
would expect from us. But they would also expect that Britain and Russia, as
two P5 countries, should be able, where possible, to coordinate and to work
together on the issues that matter to our voters on the issues, that matter
to people of the world. I believe that having talked many times to Sergei,
and particularly after our conversations today, that there are things that we
can do together as P5 member across the range of dossiers, as Sergei Lavrov
has just said.

We may not have an identical point of view for instance about North Korea,
but we share the same objective to make sure that there is peace and
stability on the Korean Peninsula and indeed that it is a denuclearized
Korean Peninsula. Neither of us want to see North Korea armed with a nuclear
ICBM, and that is very clear. We want to see progress in Syria on the basis,
as Sergei has said, of Resolution 2254 – peace and progress for the people of
Syria. That is something that unites us and I was very pleased, Sergei, in
conclusion to hear what you had to say about our bilateral cultural,
artistic, and scientific agenda.

In times of difficulty, this is always an area where we can do more together
and it’s great that there was a Shakespeare logo train on the Moscow metro.
We reciprocated. It took a while to get a Russia emblazoned train on TFL but
I think it happened eventually. There are things we can do together on
scientific collaboration, space research.

There is plenty of opportunity for academic, cultural exchanges and 2019 is
the year of music and we intend to make the most of it. I’m delighted that
trade, in spite of the difficulties, in spite of the sanctions regime, trade
is increasing and we certainly want to see more of that. Exports, as I said,
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are I think around £5 billion worth to Russia at the moment. It is good news
that Russian customers are buying loads more British things from kettle
crisps to Bentleys. I would in no way discourage that.

I would just make one point very fervently. I am a Russophile, a committed
Russophile. I took the trouble before becoming Foreign Secretary to station
my ancestors around the world. I have them in Germany, in France, all over
the place, America, and of course here in Moscow as well. I am certain that I
am the first that the Foreign Secretary in the history of my office to be
called Boris – probably the last for some time, I would think. Be in no doubt
that I want to see an improvement in the relations between our peoples.

That in no way diminishes the difficulties that we currently have in our
relationship at the moment. We have to work hard to address those
difficulties. We have to find a way forward. We have to find a way forward
and in the meantime what we want to do, as the UK and Russia, is to cooperate
in those areas where we can to build that future. So thank you very much
Sergei for generosity and your hospitality and for welcoming me and my team
today.”

Notice: NR21 0NR, Ralph Harrison &
Company Limited: environmental permit
application advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

what the application is about
how you can view the application documents
when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

whether to grant or refuse the application
what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)
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Press release: Welsh troops send their
loved ones messages for Christmas

Servicemen and women deployed abroad have sent Christmas messages to their
families and friends. Thousands of UK Armed Forces personnel, many of them
Welsh, are working across the globe this Christmas to help keep Britain safe
at home and abroad.

Hundreds of soldiers from 1st Battalion The Royal Welsh will be spending
Christmas in Estonia where they’re currently renewing the UK’s commitment to
our NATO allies in Europe and standing ready to defend in the face of any
potential aggression.

The Royal Welsh currently lead the 800 strong multinational Enhanced Forward
Presence battlegroup, supported by other British Army units.

For them Christmas will involve a physical training session, a religious
service and a Christmas lunch which will provide the opportunity to share a
familiar tradition with NATO partners and Estonian guests.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:
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Christmas can be a difficult time for our Armed Forces personnel
working on important operations around the globe, when separation
from their families, loved ones and friends is felt most acutely.

Wales’ military footprint can be seen all over the world, and for
them duty never stops. I want to extend my very best wishes to you
all this Christmas and New Year and say that we in Wales are ever-
thankful for the sacrifices you make – not just during the festive
season but every day of the year.

Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Owain Luke said:

While Christmas is normally a time to spend with family, the
soldiers of the eFP Battlegroup understand that they have a crucial
role to play in helping to defend Estonia. I am very proud of how
well they have performed so far and we will make a special effort
to ensure that as many as possible of the usual Christmas
traditions are enjoyed over the next few days. The Estonians have
already helped here, with the staff in the Ministry of Defence
buying two Christmas trees for the Battlegroup, for which we are
immensely grateful.

In total UK troops are involved in 25 operations in more than 30 countries.
Currently around 1,000 people are working to fight Daesh and train the local
security forces from locations in Iraq and the wider Middle East as well as
from RAF Akrotiri, Cyprus. In the Caribbean, RFA Mounts Bay joins other Royal
Navy vessels also deployed over the festive period.

Since 1969 the UK has had a submarine on patrol for every minute of every
day, providing the UK’s nuclear deterrent and this Christmas is no different.
In the South Atlantic, around 1,000 personnel are stationed in the Falkland
Islands. In Afghanistan, troops from the Army and other Services are training
Afghan National Security Forces.

In total over 5,000 sailors, marines, soldiers, airmen and airwomen are
serving on operations across the globe in locations ranging from South Sudan
and Somalia where they’re undertaking vital engineering work, to places like
Poland and Estonia where they’re providing reassurance to NATO allies.

Fusilier Ryan Jenkins, 26, Lincolnshire, Royal Welsh,

Although it has been hard work over here in Estonia, especially
when working out how to cope with a new environment, it has been an
enjoyable challenge. Whilst it is never nice being away from my
family (especially at Christmas), there are a good bunch of people
here and I’m making the most of being in a new country.



Fusilier David Hagart, 18, Abergavenny, Royal Welsh,

Being in Estonia is my first deployment whilst serving in the army,
it is a new experience and my first Christmas away from my home and
family. I miss them loads, and I look forward to seeing them in
February when I get back.

Lance Corporal Sheldon, Royal Welsh added (Welsh language):

Nadolig lawen a Blwyddyn Newydd da i chi gyd – tadcu, teulu a
ffrindiau. Dw i’n edrych ymlaen at weld chi dros cyfnod y Nadolig –
yn yfed ac yn bwyta pethau melys!

Dw i wedi mwynhau fy amser allan yn Estonia, yn dysgu a’n cymysgu
gyda pobol lleuol. Dw i’n dod nol am dair mis i wneud cwrs ond
byddai nol yn Estonia ym mis Ebrill i ddal lan gyda gwaith. Hwyl am
y tro.

ENDS

Notice: DE6 3DJ, Moy Park Limited:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Moy Park Limited
Installation name: Alkmonton Poultry Unit
Permit number: EPR/BP3434DM/V002
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