
News story: Independent Office for
Police Conduct launches today

The Independent Office for Police Conduct (IOPC) is the reformed police
watchdog, previously known as the Independent Police Complaints Commission
(IPCC).

New leadership under a director general will mean speedier decision-making
with a new board to ensure greater accountability to the public.

This is the latest step in the Home Office’s reforms to strengthen the
organisation and will lead to new powers.

The new single executive head will ensure clear lines of accountability and a
streamlined decision-making process.

As well as these changes, the Policing and Crime Act 2017 includes further
provisions which will increase the IOPC’s powers, clarify its investigative
processes and further safeguard its independence. The major reforms were
announced by Prime Minister Theresa May during her time as Home Secretary and
these powers will allow the IOPC to:

initiate its own investigations without relying on a force to record and
refer a particular case for investigation

reopen cases it has closed where there are compelling reasons, such as
new evidence

increase the IOPC’s independence from the police by abolishing ‘managed’
and ‘supervised’ investigations

investigate all disciplinary investigations against chief officers

present cases against officers in the police disciplinary process when
the force disagrees with the IOPC’s findings

Minister for Policing and the Fire Service Nick Hurd said:

We are absolutely determined to make the police complaints and
discipline systems simpler and more transparent for the benefit of
the public. We want confidence in policing to continue to grow and
be underpinned by the vital role the reformed IOPC will play.

Under the leadership of Michael Lockwood and the newly appointed
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board, it will provide powerful scrutiny for policing, with new
powers to begin investigations when they are deemed appropriate and
be decisive in concluding cases.

Director General of the Independent Office of Police Conduct Michael Lockwood
said:

Public confidence in policing is best served by robust and
independent oversight. People need to know that when things go
wrong, or serious allegations are made about police officers, they
will be thoroughly investigated by a truly independent body. That’s
the role of the IOPC; it’s crucial work, and I’m proud to be a part
of it.

The IOPC, like the IPCC before it, will continue to investigate the most
serious and sensitive matters involving the police, including deaths and
serious injuries as well as matters such as allegations of corruption. It
will also oversee the complaints system in England and Wales and set the
standards by which complaints should be handled by the police.

The Home Office is also pleased to announce the appointment of new board
members Geoffrey Podger as senior independent director, and Manjit Gill,
Catherine Jervis, Mary Lines, Andrew Harvey and Bill Matthews as non-
executive directors. The non-executive directors will form the majority of
the new board, and provide independent support and challenge to the director
general as well as oversight of the overall running of the organisation.

News story: New Northern Forest gets
Government backing

Ambitious plans to create a new ‘Northern Forest’ along the M62 corridor have
been kick-started today following an announcement by the Prime Minister
Theresa May.

Following backing from the Environment Secretary Michael Gove, over the next
25 years the Woodland Trust and Community Forest Trust are aiming to plant
more than 50 million trees from Liverpool to Hull, with the government today
providing almost £6 million to launch the first project of its kind for more
than a quarter of a century.

Spanning more than 120 miles between the cities of Bradford, Leeds,
Manchester and Liverpool, the proposed Northern Forest will help boost
habitats for woodland birds and bats and protect iconic species such as the
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red squirrel – alongside providing a tranquil space to be enjoyed by millions
of people living in the area.

The announcement forms part of the government’s upcoming 25 Year Environment
Plan, which will set out how we can be the first generation to leave the
environment in a better state than we inherited it.

Further details on the Government’s strategy to build an environment fit for
the future will be set out this week.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

It is vital that we leave our planet in a better state than we
found it, with cleaner air, stronger protections for animal welfare
and greener spaces for everyone to enjoy.

Progress is being made. We’re investing over £3billion in improving
air quality, tackling marine pollution by banning harmful
microbeads and increasing sentences for animal cruelty to five
years.

But to create an environment fit for the future we can’t stop
there, and that is why we are supporting the creation of this new
Northern Forest and will shortly be setting out our ambitious
vision to further support the environment and protect its good
health for generations to come.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

Trees are some of our most cherished natural assets and living
evidence of our investment for future generations. Not only are
they a source of beauty and wonder, but a way to manage flood risk,
protect precious species, and create healthier places for us to
work and live.

This new Northern Forest is an ambitious and exciting project that
will create a vast ribbon of woodland cover in northern England
stretching from coast to coast, providing a rich habitat for
wildlife to thrive, and a natural environment for millions of
people to enjoy. This new forest will help us deliver a Green
Brexit and help to deliver on our pledge to leave the environment
in a better state than we found it.

Austin Brady, Director of Conservation at the Woodland Trust, said:

The Northern Forest will accelerate the creation of new woodland
and support sustainable management of existing woods right across
the area. Planting many more trees, woods and



forests will deliver a better environment for all – locking up
carbon on a large scale, boosting wildlife habitat and greening our
towns and cities.

The Woodland Trust and Community Forests will use new and
innovative mechanisms to engage communities and a wide range of
partners in delivering the forest.

With the Government backing growth, investment and jobs across the Northern
Powerhouse as part of efforts to create an economy that works for everyone,
the Woodland Trust and Community Forest Trust estimate this new forest will
generate more than £2 billion for the country’s economy. The area’s breath-
taking scenery and landscape is famous across the world, and this scheme will
help bolster it for future generations.

The first planting will begin in March this year, supported by funding from
the Heritage Lottery Fund, at the Woodland Trust’s 680-hectare Northern
Forest flagship site at Smithills, Bolton. The Woodland Trust is already
committed to investing over £10 million in this project and several others
over the wider forest area.

The Northern Forest will connect the five Community Forests in the north of
England – the Mersey Forest, Manchester City of Trees, South Yorkshire
Community Forest, the Leeds White Rose Forest and the HEYwoods Project – with
green infrastructure and woodland created in and around major urban centres
such as Chester, Liverpool, Leeds, and Manchester.

It will follow on from the successful National Forest, which transformed 200
square miles of industrial site in the heart of England. The forest now
attracts over eight million visitors a year and has seen wildlife like
otters, water voles and dragonflies flourish.

News story: New Northern Forest gets
Government backing

Ambitious plans to create a new ‘Northern Forest’ along the M62 corridor have
been kick-started today following an announcement by the Prime Minister
Theresa May.

Following backing from the Environment Secretary Michael Gove, over the next
25 years the Woodland Trust and Community Forest Trust are aiming to plant
more than 50 million trees from Liverpool to Hull, with the government today
providing almost £6 million to launch the first project of its kind for more
than a quarter of a century.
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Spanning more than 120 miles between the cities of Bradford, Leeds,
Manchester and Liverpool, the proposed Northern Forest will help boost
habitats for woodland birds and bats and protect iconic species such as the
red squirrel – alongside providing a tranquil space to be enjoyed by millions
of people living in the area.

The announcement forms part of the government’s upcoming 25 Year Environment
Plan, which will set out how we can be the first generation to leave the
environment in a better state than we inherited it.

Further details on the Government’s strategy to build an environment fit for
the future will be set out this week.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

It is vital that we leave our planet in a better state than we
found it, with cleaner air, stronger protections for animal welfare
and greener spaces for everyone to enjoy.

Progress is being made. We’re investing over £3billion in improving
air quality, tackling marine pollution by banning harmful
microbeads and increasing sentences for animal cruelty to five
years.

But to create an environment fit for the future we can’t stop
there, and that is why we are supporting the creation of this new
Northern Forest and will shortly be setting out our ambitious
vision to further support the environment and protect its good
health for generations to come.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

Trees are some of our most cherished natural assets and living
evidence of our investment for future generations. Not only are
they a source of beauty and wonder, but a way to manage flood risk,
protect precious species, and create healthier places for us to
work and live.

This new Northern Forest is an ambitious and exciting project that
will create a vast ribbon of woodland cover in northern England
stretching from coast to coast, providing a rich habitat for
wildlife to thrive, and a natural environment for millions of
people to enjoy. This new forest will help us deliver a Green
Brexit and help to deliver on our pledge to leave the environment
in a better state than we found it.

Austin Brady, Director of Conservation at the Woodland Trust, said:



The Northern Forest will accelerate the creation of new woodland
and support sustainable management of existing woods right across
the area. Planting many more trees, woods and forests will deliver
a better environment for all – locking up carbon on a large scale,
boosting wildlife habitat and greening our towns and cities.

The Woodland Trust and Community Forests will use new and
innovative mechanisms to engage communities and a wide range of
partners in delivering the forest.

With the Government backing growth, investment and jobs across the Northern
Powerhouse as part of efforts to create an economy that works for everyone,
the Woodland Trust and Community Forest Trust estimate this new forest will
generate more than £2 billion for the country’s economy. The area’s breath-
taking scenery and landscape is famous across the world, and this scheme will
help bolster it for future generations.

The first planting will begin in March this year, supported by funding from
the Heritage Lottery Fund, at the Woodland Trust’s 680-hectare Northern
Forest flagship site at Smithills, Bolton. The Woodland Trust is already
committed to investing over £10 million in this project and several others
over the wider forest area.

The Northern Forest will connect the five Community Forests in the north of
England – the Mersey Forest, Manchester City of Trees, South Yorkshire
Community Forest, the Leeds White Rose Forest and the HEYwoods Project – with
green infrastructure and woodland created in and around major urban centres
such as Chester, Liverpool, Leeds, and Manchester.

It will follow on from the successful National Forest, which transformed 200
square miles of industrial site in the heart of England. The forest now
attracts over eight million visitors a year and has seen wildlife like
otters, water voles and dragonflies flourish.

News story: Statement from the Justice
Secretary on John Worboys

John Worboys was convicted of horrific crimes. My thoughts and unreserved
sympathy are with his victims for whom news of the Parole Board’s decision to
order Worboys’ release must have reawakened the most appalling memories.

It is a priority for this government that victims of rape and sexual assault
have full confidence in the criminal justice system. While sentence lengths
for these horrific crimes have increased by over 30% since 2010 and more
victims are coming forward, there is still more to do.
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While it is right that the Parole Board should remain an independent body, I
believe that there is a strong case to review how to allow greater openness
about the decision-making process.

We also need to make sure arrangements across the criminal justice system
ensure victims are both heard and, if they wish, kept informed about their
case.

I have talked to the Victims’ Commissioner, Baroness Newlove, and the Chair
of the Parole Board, Nick Hardwick, about what changes we could make to help
victims of crime and provide greater transparency about the Board’s work. I
want to make sure we consult victims groups and others, and to start this
work now so that decisions can be taken before Easter.

Press release: Professor Nick Hardwick
welcomes government support for
transparency

Professor Nick Hardwick, Chair of the Parole Board said:

“I welcome the support from the Lord Chancellor for my call for greater
transparency of the parole system.

“It is sad that it has taken the Warboys case to get us to this point. I hope
it will mean that in future we will be able to be more open with victims and
the public about our decision making and that provides reassurance that the
safety of the public is always uppermost in our minds.”
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