
News story: Bids open to host annual
Armed Forces Day National Event in
2019

The military parade at the Armed Forces Day National Event 2017 in Liverpool.

In 2019, Armed Forces Day will celebrate eleven years of supporting our Armed
Forces Community, from serving personnel and reserves to veterans, cadets and
families.

The eleventh Armed Forces Day, on Saturday 29 June 2019, will be a chance for
the British public to show their gratitude to the Armed Forces for their hard
work and sacrifice, to keep us safe at home and abroad.

Defence Minister for the Lords, Earl Howe, said:

This is a fantastic opportunity for a town or city to be at the
centrepiece of the nationwide celebration as events and
celebrations take place up and down the country.

In recent years the Armed Forces Day National Event has been held right
across the country, showing the spectrum of British society – from the
nation’s capitals like Edinburgh and Cardiff to Liverpool and coastal
communities like Cleethorpes and Blackpool.

This year’s event will be hosted by the historic North Wales seaside town of
Llandudno. The hosts, Conwy Council, have a spectacular range of celebrations
planned to show their gratitude to the Armed Forces community. Councillor
Gareth Jones, Leader of Conwy County Borough Council, said:

We are proud and privileged to be named as the Host of the National
Armed Forces Day in 2018.

Conwy County has a deep affiliation with the Armed Forces and a
strong historical link. Llandudno will be a great destination to
showcase the outstanding work of the Armed Forces past and present.

The event will be supported by all the North Wales Councils and key
colleagues across Wales. Serving personnel and veterans of our
Armed Forces Community will be assured of a very warm welcome and
an event that thanks them for their commitment to keeping the
country safe.

Anyone interested in becoming the 2019 host should contact the Ministry of
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Defence Armed Forces Day team for more information by email at
armedforcesday-events@mod.uk or by telephone on 020 7807 0970. The deadline
for applications to be considered as host is 15 March 2018.

More information about Armed Forces Day is available at armedforcesday.org.uk

News story: Could it be Edward, urgent
appeal for family of Bedfordshire
sergeant killed in World War 1

Edward Norton was a Sergeant of the 7th Battalion Durham Light Infantry when
he lost his life in September 1918. His body was never found. Today, the
MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre is appealing for his family to
get in touch after a set of human remains were discovered near the town of
Gavrelle in northern France, the place where he fell a century ago.

Born in Stotfold, Bedfordshire in 1881 to Augustus and Mary Ann Norton.
Edward originally served in the Bedfordshire Regiment before transferring to
the Durham Light Infantry. He married Susan Agnes Bushwell in 1907 and
according to the 1911 census, his last known address was 22 Pondwicks Road,
Luton.

Now an appeal has been launched by the MOD JCCC to trace Edward’s surviving
relatives so they can be invited to undertake a DNA test to prove whether or
not the remains are his. If there is a match, the family will be invited to
attend a full military burial service in March.

Louise Dorr from the JCCC said:

As a result of our extensive research, these remains are very
likely to be 1 of only 2 missing soldiers, so there should be a
very good chance of identifying him. He is to be buried in France
on 15 March. Rather than bury him as an unknown soldier, I would
love to be able to identify him so that his headstone may bear his
name.

She added:

There are still so many 1000s of men lost in the Great War who have
no known grave. To be able to identify just 1 of them takes a huge
amount of research. Most importantly, it brings their individual
story to an end and fills in the gaps in their family history.
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If you can help with tracing Edward’s family, please call Louise on 01452
712612 extension 5465 or via email: DBS-JCCCCommem4SO3@mod.uk.

Open consultation: Reducing crime at
sites handling waste, and introducing
fixed penalties for waste duty of care

We want to know what you think about our proposals to reduce crime and poor
performance in the waste sector. We are looking to do this by enforcing more
appropriate competence standards for permitted waste site operators. We’re
also proposing to make changes to waste exemptions to prevent them being used
to hide illegal activity.

We are also asking your views on best ways to improve householder awareness
of their waste duty of care. As part of this, we are proposing the
introduction of a fixed penalty for householders failing to pass their waste
to authorised waste carriers. This fixed penalty will provide local
authorities with a more proportionate and less costly enforcement tool than
prosecuting in court.

Consultation outcome: Reducing crime
at sites handling waste, and
introducing fixed penalties for waste
duty of care

Updated: Summary of responses added.

We want to know what you think about our proposals to reduce crime and poor
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to authorised waste carriers. This fixed penalty will provide local
authorities with a more proportionate and less costly enforcement tool than
prosecuting in court.

News story: The Secretary of State for
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport
reappoints Nicola Roche to the Board
of UK Sport.

Nicky Roche was a Senior Civil Servant until 2013, including within the
Department for Culture, Media and Sport. She is now Director of Strategy for
Sporting Assets, a social enterprise which works with communities to use
sport for wider social benefit such as employment, health and education. She
has been reappointed to the Board of UK Sport and will continue to chair
their major events panel. She is a Trustee of the Rees Care Leavers
Foundation and the Dame Kelly Holmes Trust. She recently chaired the
independent panel supporting DCMS in assessing English city bids to host the
2022 Commonwealth Games.

Nicky was Chief Executive of TdFHUB2014ltd, leading the co-ordination of the
first three days of the 2014 Tour de France from Yorkshire to London. In
2007, she became Director of Operations, Government Olympic Executive.
Alongside being one of the leaders on the logistical delivery of the Games,
as a member of the senior leadership team Nicky also helped ensure that the
budget of £9.3bn was managed and outcomes were on time and to quality. Prior
to this Nicky held the post of Director of Sport and Board Member for DCMS.
Nicky was awarded a CBE for services to the staging of the London 2012 Games.
She is a keen horse rider and an athletics fan.

The role is remunerated at £218 per day and this appointment is made in
accordance with the Cabinet Office’s Governance Code on Public Appointments.
The appointments process is regulated by the Commissioner for Public
Appointments. Under the Code, any significant political activity undertaken
by an appointee in the last five years must be declared. This is defined as
including holding office, public speaking, making a recordable donation, or
candidature for election. Nicola Roche has declared no personal political
activity.
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