
Press release: Environment Agency
launches consultation to give
communities more say in how rivers are
managed

The Environment Agency is considering proposals to transfer ‘flood risk
management activities’ on a number of stretches of watercourses to internal
drainage boards (IDBs), lead local flood authorities (LLFAs) and district
councils. This will only happen where the watercourses have a low level of
flood risk, are not associated with major rivers or major city centres and
where the local community supports the change.

A transfer would mean that IDBs, LLFAs and district councils can take on more
responsibility for their local flood risk, where appropriate – by carrying
out activities such as maintenance or giving permission to carry out works.

The Environment Agency has been working with partners to consider proposals
to ‘re-designate’ sections of watercourses in a number of locations. The
watercourses will be re-designated from what is currently known as a ‘main
river’ to an ‘ordinary watercourse’ – a change referred to as ‘de-maining’.

Rachael Hill, Flood and Coastal Risk Manager for the Environment Agency,
said:

The project aims to bring more choice to communities and local
organisations in how watercourses are managed and maintained. We
want to strengthen local flood risk management and decision-making
by ensuring the right people are managing the right watercourses.

We want to hear from anyone who is affected by, or interested in,
the proposals. This consultation explains how the proposed sections
of watercourse are currently managed and funded and provides
details on future management and funding if de-maining goes ahead.

The project is exploring the potential to re-designate several sections of
selected main rivers as ordinary watercourses in: various rivers in Suffolk
(East Anglia), South Forty Foot Catchment in Lincolnshire and Stour Marshes
in Kent. But if there is support for the approach it could pave the way for
further de-maining in England.

For the Environment Agency, the project will also ensure resources are
prioritised where the greatest impact on reducing flood risk can be achieved.

Innes Thomson Chief Executive of ADA (Association of Drainage Authorities)
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added:

Despite their low flood risk to people and homes, the good
management of these rivers still plays a major part in peoples’
lives, and the environmental and economic wellbeing of the
communities through which they flow.

It is very important for existing and potential new river managers
to know what the views of local people are so we can make the right
decisions together for the best future of these rivers.

The public will be able to view and give feedback between midday 15 January
2018 and midday 12 February 2018. There will be an option to view information
and give feedback on each of the proposals or the de-maining project as a
whole by accessing the consultation link.

News story: UK fighter jets intercept
Russian bombers approaching UK
airspace

One of the Russian Blackjack Tupolev Tu-160 long-range bombers, which were
escorted out of the UK’s area of interest.

Today (Mon 15 January), RAF Quick Reaction Alert (QRA) Typhoon aircraft
scrambled from RAF Lossiemouth to monitor two Russian planes approaching UK
airspace. The Russian Blackjack Tupolev Tu-160 long-range bombers were not
talking to air traffic control, making them a hazard to all other aviation.

The RAF worked closely with NATO partners to monitor the jets as they passed
through a variety of international airspace, before they were intercepted by
the RAF in the North Sea. Subsequently, our fighters escorted the Russian
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Blackjacks north, out of the UK’s area of interest. At no time did the
Russian bombers enter UK sovereign airspace.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

The threats this country faces are intensifying and we will not
hesitate in defending our skies from acts of aggression.

Our excellent RAF tracked the Russian aircraft every step of the
way, and they continue to police UK and international airspace
every hour of every day, to help keep the British people safe.

RAF QRA was launched today because the Russian Military aircraft were not
talking to air traffic agencies.

The RAF routinely intercept, identify and escort Russian aircraft that
transit international airspace within the UK’s area of interest and continue
to be on call; 24/7, 365.

Published 15 January 2018

News story: New Nancy and the Meerkats
resources

Nancy and the Meerkats, with the help of Big Joe, present a new radio series
to engage pupils with the concept of intellectual property (IP). Aimed at
primary education, the resource guides pupils through the process of setting
up a band and recording and releasing a song, which is promoted and performed
live on tour.

Building on the success of the previous two series, Nancy and the Meerkats
consists of a new radio series, short videos, comic book, lesson plans and
competition. The supporting teaching resource also includes themed activities
and engaging lesson plans. Together, these support and develop pupils’
understanding of copyright, trade marks and the importance of respecting IP.

Curriculum links are provided for England, Northern Ireland, Scotland and
Wales.

The series will launch on Monday 15th January at 5pm on Fun Kids Radio
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News story: Designing roads for
driverless vehicles: apply for
contracts

A30 dual carriage section on Bodmin bypass, Cornwall. By Paul Nash via
Shutterstock.com.

The National Infrastructure Commission and Highways England have up to
£200,000 to invest in projects that look at changes to roads and related
infrastructure to maximise the benefits of driverless and connected vehicle
technologies.

Change in how we use roads
Self-driving cars could be on UK roads in the next decade.

The way we use roads could change as a result. Vehicles could move in
convoys, there may be no need for traffic lights, and lane directions could
change depending on the time of day.

Practical ideas on design and management
The competition is seeking practical ideas on designing and managing roads in
3 areas:

road design and related infrastructure including line markings, signs,
posts, gantries, crash barriers and lighting columns
traffic management such as traffic signals and any other means of
controlling traffic flow
road rules and regulations including such things as speed limits and
waiting or loading restrictions

Funding for the competition is under SBRI (Small Business Research
Initiative).

Up to £150,000 is available for feasibility studies in a first phase. The
best project could attract £50,000 to develop it further in a second phase.

Competition information
the competition is open, and the deadline for registration is at midday
on 7 March 2018
it is open to any organisation that can demonstrate a route to market
for its idea
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we expect phase 1 contracts to be worth up to £30,000
successful projects will attract 100% funded development contracts
a briefing event will be held on 31 January 2018

Guidance: Using waste tyres in escape
ladders in water storage reservoirs:
RPS 139

If you comply with the conditions in this regulatory position statement (RPS)
you can use waste tyres in escape ladders in water storage reservoirs without
an environmental permit.
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