Notice: S021 3BB, Hampshire County
Council: environmental permit
application advertisement

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for waste
operations, mining waste operations, installations, water discharge and
groundwater activities. The arrangements are explained in its Public
Participation Statement

These notices explain:

e what the application is about
e how you can view the application documents
e when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

e whether to grant or refuse the application
e what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

News story: Refresco proposal to sell
soft drink factory

Earlier this month, the Competition and Markets Authority (CMA) found that
the proposed merger of the soft drink manufacturers could lead to higher
prices for some supermarkets and leading household brands.

The CMA’s initial investigation into the £935 million ($1.25 billion) merger
did not find any competition concerns for the majority of the companies’
products.

However, both companies supply juice drinks using a particular aseptic
production process, which allows them to be sold preservative-free and
without refrigeration. As only one other competitor in the UK currently
supplies third parties with juice drinks using this production process the
CMA is concerned that, after the merger, the combined business might be able
to increase prices or lower quality standards.

Refresco has now offered to address the CMA's concerns by selling the only
UK-based Cott facility to use this production process. The factory, located
in Nelson, Lancashire, would be sold to a purchaser approved by the CMA.

The CMA has accepted this offer in principle and now has until 14 March 2018
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to decide whether to accept Refresco’s proposed undertakings or refer the
merger for an in depth investigation.

All information relating to the merger is available on the case page.

Press release: PM commits to
government-wide drive to tackle
loneliness

Today (Wednesday 17 January) the Prime Minister will set out how government
is tackling loneliness and combating social isolation.

She will announce that the government is accepting a series of
recommendations from the Jo Cox Commission on Loneliness.

The Prime Minister will host a reception at Downing Street to celebrate Jo
Cox’'s legacy, and the important work of her family, Foundation and the
Commission in highlighting how many people are experiencing loneliness.

Research shows:

e more than 9 million people always or often feel lonely

e around 200,000 older people have not had a conversation with a friend or
relative in more than a month

e up to 85% of young disabled adults — 18-34 year olds — feel lonely

Ahead of the reception, the Prime Minister paid tribute to Jo Cox, her family
and to those working for the Foundation and Commission for highlighting the
issue.

The Prime Minister said:

For far too many people, loneliness is the sad reality of modern
life.

I want to confront this challenge for our society and for all of us
to take action to address the loneliness endured by the elderly, by
carers, by those who have lost loved ones — people who have no one
to talk to or share their thoughts and experiences with.

Jo Cox recognised the scale of loneliness across the country and
dedicated herself to doing all she could to help those affected.

So I am pleased that government can build on her legacy with a
ministerial lead for loneliness who will work with the Commission,
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businesses and charities to shine a light on the issue and pull
together all strands of government to create the first ever
strategy.

We should all do everything we can to see that, in Jo’s memory, we
bring an end to the acceptance of loneliness for good.

The Prime Minister has today implemented the first of the Jo Cox Commission’s
recommendations — appointing a ministerial lead on loneliness. The Minister
for Sport and Civil Society Tracey Crouch will lead a cross-government group
which will take responsibility for driving action on loneliness across all
parts of government and keeping it firmly on the agenda.

In addition, work has also begun on:

e developing a cross-government strategy on loneliness in England to be
published later this year. This will bring together government, local
government, public services, the voluntary and community sector and
businesses to identify opportunities to tackle loneliness, and build
more integrated and resilient communities

e developing the evidence-base around the impact of different initiatives
in tackling loneliness, across all ages and within all communities, led
by the government’s What Works centres

e establishing appropriate indicators of loneliness across all ages with
the Office for National Statistics so these figures can be included in
major research studies

e a dedicated fund which will see government working with charitable
trusts, foundations, and others to:

o stimulate innovative solutions to loneliness across all ages,
backgrounds and communities

o provide seed funding for communities to come together to develop
activities which enable people to connect

o scale-up and spread existing work offering practical and emotional
support to help lonely individuals reconnect with their communities

A number of government initiatives are already in place to help reduce
loneliness, including improved mental health support, and the pocket parks
programme which has transformed unused spaces into new green areas, giving
lonely people the chance to join volunteering groups and interact with
neighbours.

New ministerial lead for loneliness, Minister for Sport and Civil Society
Tracey Crouch said:

I am privileged to be taking forward the remarkable work done by Jo
Cox, the Foundation and the Commission. I am sure that with the
support of volunteers, campaigners, businesses and my fellow MPs
from all sides of the House, we can make significant progress in
defeating loneliness.

This is an issue that Jo cared passionately about and we will



honour her memory by tackling it, helping the millions of people
across the UK who suffer from loneliness.

Loneliness can be triggered by a life event, such as a bereavement or
becoming a parent, with certain groups, such as young people and carers,
particularly at risk.

The Jo Cox Commission on Loneliness, chaired by Rachel Reeves MP and Seema
Kennedy MP, has spent the last year considering what the government and
others can do to help. They have been working with 13 charities including Age
UK and Action for Children to develop ideas for change.

Rachel Reeves MP and Seema Kennedy MP, co-Chairs of the Commission said:

We are really pleased to see that the government is taking the
issue of loneliness very seriously with its prompt response to our
report. Jo Cox said that “young or old, loneliness doesn’t
discriminate.

Throughout 2017 we have heard from new parents, children, disabled
people, carers, refugees and older people about their experience of
loneliness.

We very much welcome that government has accepted the Commission’s
recommendations including the appointment of a new ministerial lead
who will have the responsibility for creating a national strategy
to tackle loneliness. We look forward to working with Minister
Tracey Crouch, businesses, community groups and the public to
create a world less lonely.

Mark Robinson, Chief Officer of Age UK Barnet said:

Loneliness can kill. It’s proven to be worse for health than
smoking 15 cigarettes a day, but it can be overcome and needn’t be
a factor in older people’s lives.

Age UK provide a wide variety of services and we welcome the work
that the government is doing to support lonely people in
communities throughout the country.

Phil Burton, a former Royal Artillery Lance Bombardier, will attend the
reception to receive a Point of Light Award from the Prime Minister for his
work to tackle loneliness. He founded the Veterans’ Café in Leyland which
brings former members of the armed forces together, to talk, share
experiences and access support from charities and the NHS. He said:

When I first started the venture with the Veterans’ Café, I never
thought it would grow into something this big. I originally wanted



to set this up for the veterans, so they had a place to meet, and
talk to like-minded people with the same day to day issues. This
has now brought the veteran community together, and is allowing
veterans of all ages to get the help where needed. This would never
have been possible without the help of South Ribble Council, and
the veterans that support the café on a fortnightly basis.

Press release: Statement on killing of
Kosovo-Serb politician Oliver Ivanovic

Sir Alan Duncan said:

We are deeply shocked and concerned by the killing of Oliver
Ivanovic.

We call upon the Kosovo police and other rule of law institutions
to investigate this incident thoroughly and bring those responsible
to justice at the earliest opportunity.

It is particularly important that politicians and those in public
life are able to operate without fear of violence. This is exactly
the kind of violence that we wish to see eradicated from the
Western Balkans.

Press release: Foreign Secretary Boris
Johnson calls for a united front on
North Korea at summit in Vancouver

Mr Johnson was speaking at a two day gathering in Vancouver jointly hosted by
the US and Canada, focusing on security and stability on the Korean
Peninsula.

The Foreign Secretary said:
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There can be no doubt that the crisis is intensifying, we had 20
tests within the last year, 20 missiles, two of which flew over
Japan, and one testing of a nuclear device.

It’s very important and encouraging that the world is not being
intimidated or divided by the threat from North Korea and actually
we have come together and in Resolution 2397 there was an
unprecedented measure of global consensus about what to do and to
intensify the political and economic pressure on the regime.

It’s great that conversations are taking place between North Korea
and South Korea and great there is an Olympic truce, but I hope
people will recognise that the program is continuing in North Korea
and that Kim Jong-un continues with his illegal program.

He can continue on the path of provocation and equipping his
country with nuclear weapons that will lead to further escalation,
further economic pain and hardship of his people or else he has an
opportunity to go down a path that will lead to greater wellbeing
for his people and a chance to emulate the astonishing achievements
of the Republic of Korea (South Korea).

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on Twitter: @BorisJohnson and Facebook.

Follow the Foreign Office on Facebook & Twitter.

Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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