Guidance: Mid Tier manual for 1
January 2018 agreements: Countryside
Stewardship

Updated: Passed 10 July deadline for late revenue claims and amendments.

Use the manual to understand the rules and conditions that apply to Mid Tier
(including water quality capital items) agreements.

Use the options, supplements and capital items document:

e to understand the rules for each option, supplement and capital item
e for advice on carrying out options, supplements and capital items

Use the calculator to work out the value of your agreement on the basis of
your application. The total value of your agreement may be less if you'’ve
received correspondence from Natural England indicating that:

e information included in your application is incorrect
e options included in your application are ineligible so will not form
part of your agreement

Use the Countryside Stewardship (CS) forms to support your agreement.

The manual has been designed with portrait and landscape pages. To make sure
these print correctly, select ‘auto rotate’ in your printer settings before
you print.

Overlap of CS options with Ecological Focus Areas
(EFAs)

In 2018, you can overlap the following CS options with EFAs declared on your
Basic Payment Scheme (BPS) 2018 application:

e AB1 Nectar flower mix

e AB3 Beetle banks

e AB4 Skylark plots

e AB5 Nesting plots for lapwing and stone curlew

e AB6 Enhanced overwinter stubble

e AB8 Flower rich margins and plots

e AB9 Winter bird food

e AB11 Cultivated areas for arable plants

e AB15 Two year sown legume fallow

e AB16 Autumn sown bumblebird mix

e HS2 Take historic and archaeological features out of cultivation
e OP2 Organic wild bird seed mixture

e SW1 4 to 6 metre buffer strip on cultivated land
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e SW3 In-field grass strips

e SW4 12 to 24 metre watercourse buffer strips on cultivated land
e SW6 Winter cover crops

e WD3 Woodland edges on arable land

e WT2 Buffering in-field ponds and ditches on arable land

Your CS options that share land with BPS claims (known as ‘double funding’)
will receive a reduced payment rate. You can find the rate in the page for
each listed option, under ‘How much will be paid’, and in the manual (section
3.3.1).

From 1 January 2019, you will not be able to overlap the 18 CS ‘double
funding’ options with EFAs declared for BPS. You can place the options and
EFAs in the same land parcel but they cannot overlap.

You can include hedges in both CS options and EFAs without payment
deductions.

Revenue claims
The deadline for Natural England to receive late revenue claims and

amendments was 10 July 2018. Natural England will not accept any further
revenue claims in 2018.

Contact

Contact Natural England if you have any queries:
Enquiries

Natural England
County Hall, Spetchley Road

Worcester

WR5 2NP

Email
enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk

Telephone
0300 060 3900

Opening times: 8:30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays)

Find out about call charges at www.gov.uk/call-charges.
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Guidance: Hedgerows and boundaries
grant manual 2017: Countryside
Stewardship

Use the manual to understand the rules and conditions that apply to hedgerows
and boundaries grant agreements.

Contact

Contact Natural England if you have any queries:
Enquiries

Natural England

County Hall, Spetchley Road
Worcester

WR5 2NP

Email
enquiries@naturalengland.org.uk

Telephone
0300 060 3900

Opening times: 8:30am to 5pm, Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays)

Find out about call charges at www.gov.uk/call-charges.

Press release: Ploughshare announces
two new board members

The Ploughshare board is pleased to welcome two new members, Professor Penny
Endersby and Dr Cerys Rees OBE.
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Piers White, Chairman of Ploughshare Innovations, said:

We have worked hard to ensure we have the right balance of skills,
experience and backgrounds to match the ambitions of the company.
Penny and Cerys bring considerable energy and experience and I am
sure their contributions will help us refine and deliver our
strategy.

Professor Endersby is currently the Division Head of Cyber and Information
Systems Division at the Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl),
where she has significantly developed the Intellectual Property (IP)
portfolio. Penny has a well-established career in the defence industry,
starting in the field of armour and explosives before broadening to run
Dstl’s Physical Sciences Department. She has a degree in physics from
Cambridge University, holds a visiting professorship in Electronics and
Computer Science at Southampton University, and is a fellow and former
council member of the Institute of Physics. She is also the Honorary
Treasurer of Wiltshire Wildlife Trust.

Professor Endersby commented:

I am delighted to have the opportunity to serve as a Non-executive
Director for Ploughshare. Having followed the fortunes of the
company from its inception and worked for many years to encourage
the generation of the IP, it will be fascinating to see the details
of how it is taken forward. I look forward to a productive
relationship and hearing about many more fascinating technological
innovations.

Dr Rees is the Dstl Fellow for Chemical and Biological (CB) Analysis and
Attribution with responsibility for the delivery of Dstl’s research and
operational capability in this area to meet the requirements of defence and
security stakeholders in the UK. She first worked at Porton Down as a

university placement student in the early 1990s, and returned to Dstl in 1999

having completed a PhD to undertake research in microbial hazard assessment
and the development of novel medical countermeasures before moving on to

develop the CB analysis capability. Cerys is a Dstl Chemical, Biological, and

Radiological Senior Scientific Adviser, trained to provide CB tactical and

strategic level advice to UK police and military in support of operations; to
date, she has supported prosecutions with expert witness testimony under both

the Chemical and Biological Weapons Acts in the UK.

Dr Rees commented:

It is a privilege to have been selected to join the Ploughshare
board as a Non-executive Director. Having worked in both
fundamental research and in the exploitation of new technologies
for many years, I'm excited at the prospect of being able to



contribute to the full exploitation of the ground-breaking research
which is conducted in government.

Professor Endersby and Dr Rees fill the vacancies left by Jenni Henderson and
Dame Wendy Hall.

Press release: Business Secretary
welcomes banks’ support for small
businesses affected by Carillion
insolvency

Business Secretary Greg Clark, Economic Secretary to the Treasury John Glen,
and Small Business Minister Andrew Griffiths, met banks today (17 January
2018) to seek assurances that they will support small businesses affected by
Carillion’s liquidation.

The meeting was called by government to ensure small businesses exposed to
the liquidation of Carillion are given the support they need. Banks
represented at today’s meeting were:

e Barclays
HSBC
Lloyds
RBS
Santander
e Shawbrook
e Aldermore

They were joined by the British Business Bank.

Greg Clark said:

It is essential that small businesses exposed to the Carillion
insolvency are given the support they need by their lenders.

I chaired a meeting this morning of high street banks to ensure
that they are in contact with customers impacted, that they have in
place the advice and support needed and that any individual cases
are escalated and dealt with sympathetically, swiftly and
appropriately.

I will continue to meet with them in the days and weeks ahead to
ensure these commitments are being acted on.
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Economic Secretary to the Treasury, John Glen said:

I am pleased to see that the UK banks are taking such a
constructive approach, proactively contacting affected customers,
and taking the required steps to help those facing short term
issues as a result of Carillion going into liquidation.

Following today’s meeting UK Finance issued a statement setting out the
actions agreed to by the banks.

Stephen Pegge, UK Finance Managing Director, Commercial Finance, said:

UK banks and the government are working closely to make sure the
impact of the Carillion liquidation on SMEs in the supply chain is
understood and managed in a way that best supports those in need of
assistance.

Lenders are contacting customers and, where appropriate, are
putting in place emergency measures, including overdraft
extensions, payment holidays and fee waivers to ensure those facing
short term issues can be helped to stay on track.

Today'’s announcement follows action outlined by the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy to address concerns set out earlier this week.

News story: New stealth fighter jet
‘takes off’

The Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson experienced the world-class technology
of the new F-35 today in a Lockheed Martin F-35 simulator in London. Crown
copyright.

At an event held at the Institute for Engineering and Technology, the Defence
Secretary was joined by MPs and journalists to see what it is like to fly and
land the pioneering fighter jet which will protect British lives around the
world.

The global F-35 programme will support 20,000 UK jobs over the 30 year
production period and already the programme has generated over £9 billon for
UK industry. The cockpit demonstrator gave the Defence Secretary a feel for
flying the new state-of-the-art stealth aircraft, allowing him to practice
landing and taking off from the new aircraft carrier HMS Queen Elizabeth.
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After flying the jet demonstrator, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Today demonstrates that we are investing in our brave Armed Forces
by making sure they have the very best equipment, securing tens of
thousands of British manufacturing and engineering jobs, and
ensuring Britain will always play a leading role in making the
world a safer place.

These pioneering stealth jets will protect British lives as we face
intensifying and evolving threats at home and abroad.

The F-35 is the most advanced and dynamic fighter aircraft in our
history, and will defend this country from terrorists, collect
crucial intelligence, and safeguard our national interests from
those who seek to do us harm.

The Defence Secretary was guided through the flight by Squadron Leader Andy
Edgell and Lieutenant Commander Adam Hogg, two of the UK’s F-35 pilots
putting the aircraft through its paces over in the United States. Alongside
its short take-off and vertical landing capability, the F-35B’s unique
combination of stealth, cutting-edge radar, sensor technology, and electronic
warfare systems provide world-beating capability of a fifth-generation
fighter.

The UK currently has 14 F-35s based in the US, operated by around 150 UK
personnel. These aircraft will arrive in the UK later this year at RAF Marham
and initial flight trials will take place from the UK’s new aircraft carrier,
HMS Queen Elizabeth, in autumn off the coast of the US.

During his visit to the cockpit demonstrator, the Defence Secretary also met
with representatives from some of the 500 UK companies who are in the F-35
supply chain. UK industry will provide approximately 15% of each F-35 to be
built and, with more than 3,000 aircraft projected, the programme will
support 20,000 UK jobs over the 30 year production phase.

Lockheed Martin UK Chief Executive Peter Ruddock said:

To date, the F-35 programme has generated $12.9 billion (pounds
figure) in contracts for British suppliers and that investment will
grow as we ramp up towards full rate production. The F-35 will
provide the UK Armed Forces with a game-changing capability that
will allow the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force to project power
around the world for decades to come.

Operated jointly by the Royal Navy and Royal Air Force, the F-35 Lightning
jets will fly from both land bases and the UK’s new aircraft carriers. The
programme is on target to achieve Initial Operating Capability (IOC) by
December 2018, meaning that UK F-35s will be able to operate from land bases
from this point.
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