Notice: RG7 4PR, AWE plc:
environmental permit application
advertisement EPR/QB3535DR/V003

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for
Radioactive Substances Activities. The arrangements are explained in its
Public Participation Statement

These notices explain:

e what the application is about

e which Environment Agency office you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register

e when you need to comment by

The Environment Agency will decide:

e whether to grant or refuse the application
e what conditions to include in the permit (if granted)

World news story: British Ambassador
Visits Project for the Protection of
the Mayan Biosphere Reserve

The Ambassador met with representatives of the National Forestry Institute
(INAB), the National Council of Protected Areas (CONAP), the environmental
police (DIPRONA), the Ministry of Agriculture (MAGA) and other local and
international partners that are working with the UK Space Agency (UKSA) in
implementing this new technology.

The project uses space technology such as remote sensors and the Global
Navigation Satellite System (GNSS) to monitor Guatemala’s forests from space
through the use of an application installed in cell phones or tablets.

Deforestation, fires, extensive cattle ranching and ungovernability are some
of the threats to the Mayan Biosphere Reserve (MBR), where the project will
provide its first results. The programme seeks to gather evidence using
information from space technology to help the authorities in the decision
making process of forest administration and in the fight against illegal
exploitation of resources.
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Among other benefits that this project will have, is the strengthening of
human resources, the use of software and technological equipment, and
technological innovation to fulfil the institutional functions of the sector.
As a result it is expected this will provide greater transparency in the
forestry sector and hence attract foreign investments.

Later, Ambassador Davidson travelled to the Wildlife Conservation and Rescue
Association (ARCAS) to take a tour of its facilities and learn about some of
the schemes used to protect the MBR. Among these is an Environmental
Education Centre, which will receive funds from the project, to sensitize
local and foreign students and visitors about the problems of the MBR.

The project FMAP (Forestry Management and Protection) is scheduled to last 3
years starting from December 2016 with an investment of some Q50 million that
will also cover areas of Alta and Baja Verapaz.

To mark her visit to Petén, Ambassador Carolyn Davidson said:

The United Kingdom is very clear that climate change is a global
threat, not only for issues of conservation and preservation of
natural resources, but also as an element of impact on the national
security of countries. We wish the project success.

News story: First MoT test to remain
at 3 years to protect road safety

Ministers put road safety first as they today (18 January 2017) decided to
maintain the period before a car’s first MoT test at 3 years.

The move comes after a Department for Transport consultation last year to
consider changing the wait before the first test to 4 years.

Most of those responding to the consultation were against the proposals on
safety grounds, arguing that the savings to motorists were outweighed by the
risk to road users and the test often highlights upcoming issues affecting
the vehicle. A public survey for DfT by Populus also showed fewer than half
of people were in favour of the change.

Roads Minister Jesse Norman said:
We have some of the safest roads in the world, and are always
looking at ways of making them safer.

Although modern cars are better built and safer than when the MoT
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test was last changed 50 years ago, there has been a clear public
concern that any further changes don’t put people’s lives at risk.

We are looking at further research to ensure the MoT test evolves
with the demands of modern motoring.

By law, all vehicles must be roadworthy, regardless of whether they have
passed an MoT, and the content of the tests will not be changed.

The test was introduced in 1960, requiring vehicles to undergo a first check
after 10 years. It was changed in 1967 to 3 years.

In 2016 (the most recent figures available), more than 2.4 million cars had
their first MoT test, which costs owners a maximum of £54.85. The pass rate
was about 85% and the most common reasons for failure include lighting, tyres
and braking faults.

Changing the time period until the first test would have saved motorists more
than £100 million a year.

News story: UK to step up French
operations in Africa as PM and
President Macron meet for UK-France
Summit

The Prime Minister is expected to make the announcement as part of the UK-
France Summit at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst, where she will discuss
the UK’'s strong and wide-ranging bilateral relationship with President
Macron.

The helicopters, which will provide logistic support to French troops, are
part of a wider effort to increase stability in the Sahel region of Africa in
order to tackle Islamist terrorism.

UK and French efforts in the region aim to provide greater stability,
reducing the global terrorist threat and stemming the flow of illegal
migration to Europe.

The UK has been a long-standing supporter of UN, EU and African Union
military operations in Mali and has worked with international partners to
prevent extremists from using the ungoverned space in the Sahel to plan and
launch attacks on Europe, as well as counter the illegal trade in people,
drugs, weapons and wildlife.
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This is in addition to existing wider support to Africa including doubling

our UN peacekeeping contribution with additional deployments to South Sudan
and Somalia. Today the UK and France also agreed to work together to ensure
EU African Peace Facility funding for AMISOM in Somalia.

The deployment of Chinooks to Mali will increase British support to France'’s
Operation BARKHANE, in addition to strategic air transport flights already
being carried out by the RAF.

British military personnel will not be involved in combat operations, but the
deployment of Chinooks will provide a niche capability providing logistical
support but also saving lives by avoiding the need to move troops by ground
where they are more vulnerable to attack.

Alongside the military contribution, DfID will allocate £50m of additional
aid including lifesaving humanitarian support for hundreds of thousands of
people affected by epidemics, natural disasters and conflict across Mali,
Niger, Chad, North Cameroon, Burkina Faso and Mauritania.

This will provide 320,000 people with emergency food and nutrition support
and provide protection for 255,000 internally displaced people, returnees,
refugees and their host communities. It will also supply clean water and
better sanitation for 150,000 people.

The FCO is also exploring ways to better support the UK national interest in
the region by enhancing the UK diplomatic presence.

In addition, the Home Office will work with key African partners to build
their capability to tackle human trafficking in support of the UK’s migration
and modern slavery agenda. Discussions on taking this work forward will take
place with the French after the Summit.

France has also agreed to commit troops to the UK-led NATO battlegroup in
Estonia in 2019, building on the successful joint deployment which the Prime
Minister and President Macron visited together last year. These personnel
will make up part of NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence in Eastern Europe,
providing deterrence in the face of increasing Russian assertiveness.

This further deployment of UK and French forces alongside our Estonian allies
represents both the UK and France’s shared commitment to upholding the
deterrence and defence posture of NATO, and more widely our firm resolve and
commitment to European security.

Today’s Summit, which will be attended by UK Cabinet Ministers and their
counterparts, will mark President Macron’s first visit to the UK as
President.

While Summits in previous years have focussed on defence and security,
foreign policy and nuclear energy, the 2018 Summit will be broadened to cover
the full spectrum of the UK-France bilateral relationship including
prosperity, innovation, science and education.

Hundreds of thousands of British citizens live in France while hundreds of



thousands of French nationals have chosen to make the UK their home. And the
two countries share £71billion in trade, making France the UK’s third largest
trading partner.

The Summit today will reflect the broadness of the UK-France relationship,
with wide-ranging discussions also expected to focus on how the two countries
can work together to address the challenges and seize the opportunities
presented by new technologies.

Ministers will also discuss ways in which the existing deep linguistic and
cultural ties between the UK and France can be strengthened through pupil
exchanges and shared education and cultural initiatives.

As well as attending the Summit the Prime Minister and President are expected
to have a private lunch and attend a reception at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in the evening.

The Prime Minister said:

Today’'s Summit will underline that we remain committed to defending
our people and upholding our values as liberal democracies in the
face of any threat, whether at home or abroad.

But our friendship has always gone far beyond defence and security
and the scope of today’s discussions represents its broad and
unique nature.

And while this Summit takes place as the UK prepares to leave the
EU, this does not mean that the UK is leaving Europe.

What is clear from the discussions we will have today is that a
strong relationship between our two countries is in the UK, France
and Europe’s interests, both now and into the future.

Press release: Government sets out
minimum wage rights for seafarers in
UK water

e seafarers in UK internal waters must be paid at least the minimum wage,
government warns

e UK Border Force will hand out information in over 50 languages promoting
seafarers’ workers’ rights

e new Business Minister affirms workers playing a ‘vital’ role in UK
waters should be paid fairly
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All seafarers working in UK waters must be paid at least minimum wage rates,
the government warned in new guidance published today (18 January 2018).

It comes after concerns about unfair competition, following reports that some
ships registered abroad were underpaying their workers in UK waters,
undercutting UK crews.

UK Border Force patrols will be handing out information to seafarers and
employers in more than 50 languages promoting minimum wage law.

Employers failing to pay at least National Minimum Wage and National Living
Wage can face fines of up to 200% of the underpayment, public naming and, for
the worst offences, criminal prosecution.

Business Minister Andrew Griffiths said:

Seafarers’ work is vital to key UK industries such as fishing, oil
and gas. We are determined to ensure they are paid fairly for the
work they do, often in challenging conditions.

Today we are making it crystal clear that if you work in UK waters
you are entitled to at least the minimum wage and all employers —
no matter where they’'re from — must pay it.

Border Force’s Modern Slavery Maritime lead Rob Meyer said:

Border Force takes its role of tackling exploitation and protecting
vulnerable people very seriously. We have run a number of maritime
operations targeting unscrupulous employers in the sector, and are
working with government enforcement agencies to take action taken
against the minority of employers who do not treat their workers in
line with UK law.

Minimum wage law applies to seafarers:

e when they are working on ships within UK waters and ports regardless of
where the ship is registered, or where the worker ordinarily works or
lives

e on a foreign ship for work performed outside the UK if they ordinarily
work in the UK

e on UK registered ships if some of their work is in the UK and they live
in the UK

If anyone is concerned that they are not receiving at least the minimum wage,
they can check their pay online, or contact Acas in confidence, on 0300 123
1100.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/seafarers-employment-rights-and-minimum-wage
https://checkyourpay.campaign.gov.uk/
http://www.acas.org.uk/index.aspx?articleid=1902

