
Press release: International
Development Secretary in Somalia: “The
UK averted famine last year, but the
job is not yet done”

Penny Mordaunt and the UK Ambassador to Somalia David Concar listen to the UN
Secretary General’s Deputy Special Representative for Somalia and UN Resident
and Humanitarian Coordinator, Peter de Clercq during a meeting with UN
humanitarian aid workers in Mogadishu. Picture: UN Photo / Omar Abdisalan

The International Development Secretary has travelled to Somalia, where she
saw how the UK is tackling both the causes and consequences of instability,
including how UK aid is saving lives and helping those impacted by extreme
drought.

This was Ms Mordaunt’s first visit to Somalia as International Development
Secretary.

During the visit, Ms Mordaunt saw how life-saving water, food and healthcare
provided by DFID helped avert famine in 2017, in the face of devastating
drought across East Africa.

She was also told about the extreme and challenging climate conditions, which
the country will continue to face in 2018. Low levels of forecasted rain
threaten crops and livestock, leaving half the Somali population hungry and
at risk of disease. Without sustained relief and recovery there is a real
risk of famine in the near future.

The International Development Secretary said:

The devastating consequences of drought in Somalia remain a major
concern. The UK led the global effort to avert famine last year,
but the country is facing further difficult conditions in 2018. The
job is not yet done.

I am very clear that this is not just Somalia’s problem. The whole
world is less safe when instability, poverty and extreme weather
triggered by climate change are left to feed extremism and mass
migration.

This is why the work we are doing here is so important, from
British troops helping develop Somali forces, to world-class
diplomats delivering a peaceful future and aid workers providing
life-saving water and food. This is why the international community
also needs to step up their support to Somalia before more innocent
lives are lost.
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Ms Mordaunt pledged an additional £21 million for immediate lifesaving aid in
Somalia, which will include:

Screening and treatment for 130,000 children at risk of life-threatening
acute malnutrition
Providing nutrition support for over 300,000 vulnerable people including
with cash support
Maintaining access to water and improved sanitation for over 155,000
people
Food security and livelihoods support to approximately 40,000
beneficiaries
Vaccinations for 12.5 million goats against respiratory tract diseases,
benefitting over 2 million farmers

Ms Mordaunt met with Prime Minister Hassan Ali Khayre and members of his
Government during the visit.

In a meeting with Peter de Clercq, the UN’s humanitarian coordinator in
Somalia, she also learned how NGOs and other agencies effectively pooled
their resources last year to tackle the debilitating drought. The UN Drought
Operations Coordination Centre established in February 2017 played a crucial
role in tackling the effects of a fourth bad harvest in a row.

She also learned during the trip about the progress made on vital reforms
agreed at last year’s landmark Somalia Conference in London; including
finding a political settlement, supporting economic recovery and building
stability to reduce the risk of violent extremism, which is keeping the UK
safe at home. She discussed with civil society and private sector
representatives ways to empower youth, women and marginalised groups,
including disabled people, in the restoration of democracy and building a
more inclusive economy.

Ms Mordaunt’s visit follows a two-day trip to Kenya where she saw the UK
working in partnership with the government to break down barriers to trade
and encourage economic growth, allowing British companies to harness the
untapped potential Africa presents for business after Brexit.

Notes to Editors

In 2017, UK aid was first on the scene with life-saving water, food and
healthcare after widespread drought across East Africa, saving many thousands
of lives. We provided a total of £170 million humanitarian funding, which
included providing over 1 million people with access to safe drinking water,
and over 1.5 million people with emergency food assistance.

In addition to this £21 million, a further £40 million will be provided as
planned in 2018 to sustain the relief and recovery effort, totalling £61
million already planned for the 2018 response.

Somalia is one of the world’s smallest and poorest economies. Driving
Somalia’s economic recovery to support livelihoods and create jobs will be
essential for building peace, stability and sustainable development.



News story: Human skull found by dog
walker sheds light on Somerset’s
history

The skull was found by timber posts under the water, which are being tested
to see if they are from the same historic period.

An important historical find has been made in Somerset when a Langport dog
walker found a well-preserved human skull.

Roger Evans of Newtown found the skull along the banks of the River Sowy in
March 2017. The skull was reported to the police and analysed. After several
months the results revealed it belonged to a woman aged 45 or older during
the late Iron Age (380-190BC) – several centuries before the first Roman
invasion of Britain.

The discovery hinted there may be more clues in the area, so in December the
Environment Agency reduced water levels where the remains were found so South
West Heritage Trust and the agency’s own archeologist could investigate.

No other human remains were found, but the archaeologists discovered that the
skull lay close to a series of round, timber posts driven deep into the river
bed. These may be the remnant of a causeway or raised walkway and more posts
could still survive hidden in the mud. Radio carbon dating of the posts is
being carried out to see if they and the skull are of the same date. Further
groups of posts were seen further down the channel, suggesting other
prehistoric wooden structures are present nearby.

The Environment Agency returned water levels to normal to provide a measure
of protection to the timber posts and any other archaeological remains still
in the channel.

Stephen Dean, Environment Agency archaeologist, said:

The chance discovery on the banks of the River Sowy has shone fresh
light on Somerset’s hidden history. It has already added valuable
information to the Somerset Historic Environment Record and
reinforced our connections with the South West Heritage Trust.

The Environment Agency’s future work on the River Sowy, carried out
on behalf of the Somerset Rivers Authority, will be informed by
past discoveries such as these and will look to capture more of the
area’s rich historical and archaeological story.
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The discovery of the Sowy Skull is also a poignant reminder that,
in looking to the future, the work we do must be informed by an
understanding and respect for Somerset’s rich cultural and natural
heritage. Only by understanding this heritage can we hope to leave
it a condition fit for generations to come.

Analysis by a human bone expert showed that the female skull suffered
considerably from gum disease and tooth loss. Her diet included coarse
material, which had unevenly worn her remaining teeth, and resulted in severe
osteoarthritis in the joint of her right jaw. She had also suffered at least
one episode of chronic illness or nutritional stress during childhood. The
woman’s head appears to have been deliberately removed at, or shortly after
death.

Richard Brunning, the South West Heritage Trust archaeologist, said:

Severed heads are not an unusual discovery for the Iron Age, but
the placement of the skull in a wetland beside a wooden structure
is very rare, possibly reflecting a practice of making ritual
offerings in watery environments.

Notes to editors:

The South West Heritage Trust is an independent charity committed to
protecting and celebrating Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. As well as the
widely-praised Museum of Somerset and the redeveloped Somerset Rural Life
Museum, in Glastonbury, the Trust manages state-of-the-art facilities in
Taunton and Exeter to care for the extraordinary archive collections of the
two counties. The Trust also provides essential advice about the historic
environment and manages historic sites. Visit www.swheritage.org.uk/.

Archeologists first delved into the wetlands between Burtle, Westhay and
close to Glastonbury in the nineteenth century. In the Neolithic and Bronze
Age. Farmers made wooden trackways to cross the wetlands of the Levels and
Moors area, and also occasionally deposited valuable objects and human
remains in the shallow waters. By the Iron Age, some settlements were
actually made in the wetland – the Glastonbury and Meare Lake Villages –
which could only be reached by dug-out canoes.

Work commissioned by the Environment Agency at Steart Marshes at the mouth of
the River Parrett has shown the presence of Iron Age farming communities on
the Steart peninsula. Studies there, and further along the Parrett, have
shown that the floodplain was constantly changing in response to sea level
rise, climate change, and human activity.

A community excavation by the South West Heritage Trust on the nearby
‘island’ of hard geology in the floodplain at Aller, discovered Iron Age
defences and numerous circular pits for storing grain. The island may have
acted as a defensive refuge from attacks and would have overlooked the
wetlands where the skull was deposited.



News story: Human skull found by dog
walker sheds light on Somerset’s
history

An important historical find has been made in Somerset when a Langport dog
walker found a well-preserved human skull.

Roger Evans of Newtown found the skull along the banks of the River Sowy in
March 2017. The skull was reported to the police and analysed. After several
months the results revealed it belonged to a woman aged 45 or older during
the late Iron Age (380-190BC) – several centuries before the first Roman
invasion of Britain.

The discovery hinted there may be more clues in the area, so in December the
Environment Agency reduced water levels where the remains were found so South
West Heritage Trust and the agency’s own archeologist could investigate.

No other human remains were found, but the archaeologists discovered that the
skull lay close to a series of round, timber posts driven deep into the river
bed. These may be the remnant of a causeway or raised walkway and more posts
could still survive hidden in the mud. Radio carbon dating of the posts is
being carried out to see if they and the skull are of the same date. Further
groups of posts were seen further down the channel, suggesting other
prehistoric wooden structures are present nearby.

The Environment Agency returned water levels to normal to provide a measure
of protection to the timber posts and any other archaeological remains still
in the channel.

Stephen Dean, Environment Agency archaeologist, said:

The chance discovery on the banks of the River Sowy has shone fresh
light on Somerset’s hidden history. It has already added valuable
information to the Somerset Historic Environment Record and
reinforced our connections with the South West Heritage Trust.

The Environment Agency’s future work on the River Sowy, carried out
on behalf of the Somerset Rivers Authority, will be informed by
past discoveries such as these and will look to capture more of the
area’s rich historical and archaeological story.

The discovery of the Sowy Skull is also a poignant reminder that,
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in looking to the future, the work we do must be informed by an
understanding and respect for Somerset’s rich cultural and natural
heritage. Only by understanding this heritage can we hope to leave
it a condition fit for generations to come.

Analysis by a human bone expert showed that the female skull suffered
considerably from gum disease and tooth loss. Her diet included coarse
material, which had unevenly worn her remaining teeth, and resulted in severe
osteoarthritis in the joint of her right jaw. She had also suffered at least
one episode of chronic illness or nutritional stress during childhood. The
woman’s head appears to have been deliberately removed at, or shortly after
death.

Richard Brunning, the South West Heritage Trust archaeologist, said:

Severed heads are not an unusual discovery for the Iron Age, but
the placement of the skull in a wetland beside a wooden structure
is very rare, possibly reflecting a practice of making ritual
offerings in watery environments.

Notes to editors:

The South West Heritage Trust is an independent charity committed to
protecting and celebrating Somerset and Devon’s rich heritage. As well as the
widely-praised Museum of Somerset and the redeveloped Somerset Rural Life
Museum, in Glastonbury, the Trust manages state-of-the-art facilities in
Taunton and Exeter to care for the extraordinary archive collections of the
two counties. The Trust also provides essential advice about the historic
environment and manages historic sites. Visit www.swheritage.org.uk/.

Archeologists first delved into the wetlands between Burtle, Westhay and
close to Glastonbury in the nineteenth century. In the Neolithic and Bronze
Age. Farmers made wooden trackways to cross the wetlands of the Levels and
Moors area, and also occasionally deposited valuable objects and human
remains in the shallow waters. By the Iron Age, some settlements were
actually made in the wetland – the Glastonbury and Meare Lake Villages –
which could only be reached by dug-out canoes.

Work commissioned by the Environment Agency at Steart Marshes at the mouth of
the River Parrett has shown the presence of Iron Age farming communities on
the Steart peninsula. Studies there, and further along the Parrett, have
shown that the floodplain was constantly changing in response to sea level
rise, climate change, and human activity.

A community excavation by the South West Heritage Trust on the nearby
‘island’ of hard geology in the floodplain at Aller, discovered Iron Age
defences and numerous circular pits for storing grain. The island may have
acted as a defensive refuge from attacks and would have overlooked the
wetlands where the skull was deposited.



Press release: December 2017
Transaction Data

The transaction data shows HM Land Registry completed 1,266,641 applications
in December compared with 1,774,223 in November and 1,271,984 last December,
of which:

Transaction Data is published on the 15th working day of each month. The1.
January Transaction Data will be published at 11am on Wednesday 21 February
2018 at HM Land Registry Monthly Property Transaction Data.

The monthly Transaction Data showing how many applications for new titles,2.
leases, splitting titles, updating existing titles, official copies of the
register and searches were completed, reflects the volume of applications
lodged by customers using an HM Land Registry account number on their
application form.

Completed applications in England and Wales shown by region and by local3.
authority include postal applications as well as those sent electronically.

Transaction Data excludes: pending applications, bankruptcy applications,4.
bulk applications and discharge applications (to remove a charge, for
example, a mortgage, from the register).

Transactions for value are applications lodged involving a transfer of5.
ownership for value. For an explanation of other terms used, see
abbreviations used in the Transaction Data.

Most searches carried out by a solicitor or conveyancer are to protect the6.
purchase and/or mortgage. For example, a search will give the buyer priority
for an application to HM Land Registry to register the purchase of the
property. This can give an indication of market activity.

Reasonable skill and care is used in the provision of the data. We strive to7.
ensure that the data is as accurate as possible but cannot guarantee that it
is free from error. We cannot guarantee our data is fit for your intended
purpose or use.

Transaction Data is available free of charge for use and re-use under the8.
Open Government Licence (OGL). The licence allows public bodies to make their
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data available for re-use.

If you use or publish the Transaction Data, you must add the following9.
attribution statement: Contains HM Land Registry data © Crown copyright and
database right 2018. This data is licensed under the Open Government Licence
v3.0.

HM Land Registry’s mission is to guarantee and protect property rights in10.
England and Wales.

HM Land Registry is a government department created in 1862. It operates as11.
an executive agency and a trading fund and its running costs are covered by
the fees paid by the users of its services. Its ambition is to become the
world’s leading land registry for speed, simplicity and an open approach to
data.

HM Land Registry safeguards land and property ownership worth in excess of £412.
trillion, including around £1 trillion of mortgages. The Land Register
contains more than 25 million titles showing evidence of ownership for some
85% of the land mass of England and Wales.

For further information about HM Land Registry visit gov.uk/land-registry13.

Follow us on:14.

Press release: Matthew Rycroft joins
DFID today as our new Permanent
Secretary.

New DFID Permanent Secretary Matthew Rycroft.

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry
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Matthew Rycroft joins DFID today as our new Permanent Secretary.

On welcoming Matthew, the Secretary of State said:

It’s fantastic to have Matthew starting as DFID’s new Permanent
Secretary today – he brings to the role a deep dedication to
international development, a truly global perspective and an
understanding of how Britain’s security and prosperity depends upon
our aid commitment.

On joining DFID, Matthew Rycroft said:

I am delighted to be joining DFID as your Permanent Secretary at
this important time. DFID has a fantastic reputation and a crucial
mission: to eradicate poverty.

I believe in aid and also in international development more
broadly. As the UK leaves the EU, we need to consider our
strategic direction. I want us to think of ourselves as central to
the British Government’s work, building partnerships to protect our
country from long term threats, creating long term opportunities
and promoting the UK around the world.

I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible in my first
weeks. Please tell me what you are proud of and what you would like
to change.
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