
News story: Funding available for
student placements

Credit: Stefan Stefancik.

The funding from the Agency’s Space Placement in INdustry (SPIN) scheme, is
for Earth Observation projects at small and medium size businesses,
universities, charities, not-for-profit or government agencies within the
space sector.

There is a total of £30,000 funding available, with a maximum of £3,000 for
each award.

The aim of the scheme is to fulfill the skills and careers objectives of the
UK Space Agency education programme, as set out in its Education, Skills and
Outreach Strategy. This in turn supports the aims of the UK Space Agency by
providing a context for students to experience the breadth of opportunities
that the sector can offer, developing skills crucial to the success of the
sector, supporting the growth of businesses within the sector and raising
awareness of the UK’s space programme and STEM subjects in general.

What projects are suitable?

Your project may be targeted at a student or graduate of a specific
discipline, or simply describe the skills you are looking for. It should
outline a piece of work or role which will take a minimum of 8 weeks and be
designed to enhance the skillset of the successful applicant whilst providing
them with a business context in which to apply their skills. Projects
submitted for this round of SPIN funding should have an Earth Observation
focus.

The placement will vary from organisation to organisation and may involve:

a piece of research or a small project that would otherwise not be done
working as part of a team on a product or client-focused project, or
something more independent

Placements may be extended beyond 8 weeks, by mutual agreement between the
host organisation and the successful applicant.

We anticipate the following schedule:

opening of award scheme – 22 January 2018
deadline for placement proposals to be received – 5pm on 30 January 2018
panel meeting 31 January 2018
projects to be advertised to students on the SPIN website for no more
than 2 weeks
successful applicants to be notified no later than 21 February 2018
placements to be started no later than 7 March 2018
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invoice to be submitted no later than 12 March 2018
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News story: Improved healthcare for
all: pioneering projects get funding

MeiraGTx colleague in the company’s facilities.

New initiatives to accelerate the development and manufacture of new
medicines that could have real benefits to patients will share almost £50
million. The funding is from Innovate UK under the Industrial Strategy
Challenge Fund.

This is the leading edge healthcare challenge, which supports UK businesses
and researchers to develop and manufacture new medicines and vaccines, as
well as digital health products and medical technologies. A total of £181
million will be invested over 4 years.

The challenge of manufacturing medicines
To stimulate the development and manufacture of novel medicines for patients,
22 projects involving 58 organisations will get £15 million.

One of those to receive funding is MeiraGTx, which develops novel gene
therapies for patients with acquired and inherited disorders, such as
Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s disease.

MeiraGTx’s Jon Telfer.

MeiraGTx will work with Touchlight Genetics and Symbiosis Pharmaceutical
Services to develop a next-generation gene-therapy manufacturing platform.

The project will look at the manufacturing process for the adeno-associated
virus. This virus infects humans but is not known to cause disease, making it
a good candidate for gene therapies. It should help to deliver new treatments
more quickly and efficiently.

New digital healthcare solutions
Innovate UK will also invest £8 million in 52 projects through the digital
health technology catalyst, which aims to improve patient outcomes, access to
healthcare and service delivery and treatments.

Digital therapeutics start-up Neurofenix will partner with Brunel University
London to develop Gameball, an affordable and enjoyable rehabilitation
programme for patients with neurological impairment, which includes people
that have suffered strokes.

Patients will use a hand-controller and connected software to take part in
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digital games. It will provide upper-limb training to help patients regain
mobility, an online community of support, as well as analytics on
performance.

Neurofenix’s Guillem Singla Buxarrais and Dimitris Athanasiou.

Centres for advanced therapies
£21 million will go towards setting up a network of 3 advanced therapies
treatment centres that span the UK.

The centres will be alliances between the north of England and Scotland, and
the Midlands and Wales, with the final site being based in Manchester.

This is a joint collaboration between hospitals, therapeutics development
businesses and the supply chain. It should advance the use of pioneering cell
and gene therapies with a large number of patients.

Building the UK’s capacity
Finally, a further £5.6 million will go to the manufacture and production of
viral vectors.

Viral vectors are important to advanced therapies as the carrier of gene
therapy treatments. However, there is a shortage of capacity for making viral
vectors in the UK.

The projects funded under this competition will expand commercial capacity in
the UK and increase the ability to produce viral vectors to be used in
advanced therapy medicinal products.

Work will be conducted at 2 locations at Oxford and Keele, Staffordshire.

One of Neurofenix’s 3D printers.

New opportunities
In addition to the almost £50 million already pledged under this challenge, a
further £18 million will be made available to UK businesses and researchers
in 2 new competitions.

There will be up to £8 million in the next round of the digital health
technology catalyst. Up to £10 million will support collaborative research
and development in medicines manufacturing.

These will open for applications in February and March 2018.

Developing research and innovation
Sam Gyimah, Minister for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy, announced the funding today (22 January 2018) in a visit to
Imperial College London.
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The Minister also outlined plans to map UK’s research infrastructure to show
strengths and identify any gaps. This will be the first major piece of work
by UK Research and Innovation.

Press release: Licence Conditions and
how the Parole Board use them

What are licence conditions?
Licence conditions are the set of rules prisoners must follow if they are
released with still a part of their sentence to serve in the community.

The aim of a period on licence is to protect the public, to prevent re-
offending, and to secure the successful reintegration of the individual into
the community. They are not a form of punishment and must be proportionate,
reasonable and necessary.

If a prisoner is released by the Parole Board, the licence conditions will be
suggested by the Offender Manager but will be agreed by the board.

Victims and Licence Conditions
In cases where the victim does not qualify for statutory contact, but where
the National Probation Service has used discretion to provide them with the
Scheme, the victim receives the same level of service as those with a
statutory entitlement, and will be able to make representations about licence
conditions.

Where a Parole Board panel has not made the licence conditions requested by a
victim, or issued an adapted version of the request, the Panel will explain
why it has not done so in its decision. This should include reference to the
principles of the request being necessary and proportionate.

This information will be passed on to the victim by their VLO. This is a
requirement as set out in the Code of Practice.

Application to vary a licence condition
Offender managers (National Probation Service) can apply to vary or add
conditions to the licence of a prisoner once a release decision has been
made.

Victims can request to vary/add licence conditions and this will be through
the Victim Contact Service who will then pass it on to the Offender Manager
to make the request.
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These variation requests are sent to the Public Protection Casework Section
to submit to the Parole Board on behalf of the secretary of state.

Prisoners are also allowed to request for their licence to be varied or for
conditions to be removed.

What will be considered in a licence variation request:

The Parole Board member who chaired the Oral Hearing, or a Parole Board duty
member, will make the decision on a licence variation request .

To make this decision they will look at:

The full dossier for the offender;
the Parole Board’s decision to release;
a report from the Offender Manager setting out in detail why the request
to vary or revoke conditions has been submitted.

The basic rule is to ensure that the requested changes are necessary and
proportionate. They should also be realistic.

There will need to be sufficient evidence that risk can be effectively
managed if the licence condition is varied or removed and the Parole Board
member can ask for more information if necessary.

A decision on the licence variation request will then be sent to all parties.

Where a licence conditions have not been added that were requested by a
victim, the Parole Board member will explain why it has not done so in its
decision. This should include reference to the principles of the request
being necessary and proportionate.

This information will be passed on to the victim by their VLO. This is a
requirement as set out in the Code of Practice.

Standard Licence Conditions
Every release decision will contain a standard set of licence conditions,
which are as follows:

A prisoner must:

(a) be of good behaviour and not behave in a way which undermines the purpose
of the licence period;
(b) not commit any offence;
(c) keep in touch with the supervising officer in accordance with
instructions given by the supervising officer;
(d) receive visits from the supervising officer in accordance with
instructions given by the supervising officer;
(e) reside permanently at an address approved by the supervising officer and
obtain the prior permission of the supervising officer for any stay of one or
more nights at a different address;



(f) not undertake work, or a particular type of work, unless it is approved
by the supervising officer and notify the supervising officer in advance of
any proposal to undertake work or a particular type of work;
(g) not travel outside the United Kingdom, the Channel Islands or the Isle of
Man except with the prior permission of your supervising officer or for the
purposes of immigration deportation or removal.

Additional Licence Conditions
Licences may also include additional conditions, for example, exclusion zones
or non-contact restrictions.

These categories are:

residence at a specified place;1.
restriction of residency;2.
making or maintaining contact with a person;3.
participation in, or co-operation with, a programme or set of4.
activities;
possession, ownership, control or inspection of specified items or5.
documents;
disclosure of information;6.
curfew arrangement;7.
freedom of movement;8.
supervision in the community by the supervising officer, or other9.
responsible officer, or organisation.

These additional licence conditions need to be specifically asked for by the
supervising officer and the Parole Board will judge whether they are
necessary and proportionate.

Recall of Prisoners on Licence
Offenders can have their licence revoked and be recalled to custody at any
time during their licence period. Where the National Probation Service
considers that an offender on licence presents a danger to the public it
should request that the offender be recalled.

More detailed information
For more detailed information on licence conditions and licences, here are
some useful links:

Prisoner service Instructions 22/2016: Generic Parole Process for
Indeterminate and Determinate sentenced prisoners

Prison Service Instructions 12/2015: LICENCE CONDITIONS, LICENCES
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AND LICENCE AND SUPERVISION NOTICES

Notice: L19 8JA, Cheshire Chemicals
Limited: environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish surrenders that they issue under the
Industrial Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the surrender letter, decision document and site
condition report evaluation template for:

Operator name: Cheshire Chemicals Limited
Installation name: Weaver Distillation
Permit number: EPR/BS5177IY/S003

Notice: WA1 4BA, Cape Environmental
Services Onshore Limited:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Cape Environmental Services Onshore Limited
Installation name: Unit 2 Forward Works
Permit number: EPR/AP3431YA/A001
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