
News story: Guidance on 2018 bass
fishing published

The Marine Management Organisation (MMO) has published guidance on bass
fishing in 2018 for fishermen in England. This follows publication of Council
Regulation 2018/120 within the Official Journal of the European Union.

The MMO implements fisheries regulations set by the EU and the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs. The European Commission has detemined
that bass stocks remain under pressure despite the measures taken in previous
years. It has placed further restrictions on the commercial and recreational
fishing sectors in order to address this.

The regulations apply to all vessels. The MMO guidance sets out how these
regulations will be implemented in the seas around England where it has a
fisheries management and enforcement remit. Each UK devolved administration
will consider whether it publishes guidance for the implementation of the
regulations for the fishing vessels it licenses.

Recreational fishing for bass
For recreational fishers, any bass caught during 2018 must be returned
immediately. This applies if you are fishing from a boat or from the shore.
The MMO will continue to work with the Inshore Fisheries Conservation
Authorities in enabling and ensuring compliance with this control measure.

Commercial fishing for bass
Throughout 2018 commercial bass fishing from shore is prohibited. In
addition, the guidance sets out the areas where commercial fishermen must not
catch, retain, transship or land bass. Commercial fishing for bass in any
restricted area is prohibited during February and March 2018.

Measures to conserve sea bass stocks were implemented by the MMO in 2017 by
issuing bass fishing authorisations to eligible vessels; those that could
demonstrate bass fishing within a defined reference period. During early 2018
the MMO will issue authorisations to all vessel owners that received one in
2017. In addition we will be running a representation process for those
individuals who did not submit and have their case considered in 2017.
Complaints about bass authorisations will be considered by the MMO.

Monitoring and enforcement
The MMO regularly monitors data on fishing activity, including bass catch
levels, to ensure enforcement is targeted accordingly. It pursues reported
breaches in the appropriate way, using a range of sanctions ranging from
verbal or written advice through to prosecution in the most serious of cases.
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Earlier in January 2018 the MMO advised fishermen that 2017 restrictions were
to remain in place until this 2018 regulation was published.
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Statutory guidance: Bass industry
guidance 2018

Updated: Text updated

The bass control measures described implement european measures designed to
manage fishing effort in order to help protect and improve bass stocks.

The control measures and restrictions set out in the 2018 EU fishing
opportunities regulation will continue to apply in 2019 until such time they
are replaced.

Bass management measures may be reviewed later in 2018 when bass population
evidence is updated by the International Council for the Exploration of the
Seas (ICES). This evidence is expected by the end of March 2018 and MMO will
amend this guidance accordingly.

Press release: Share your views on
plans for the A417 Missing Link

On 15 February 2018 Highways England will launch a consultation on options to
upgrade a three-mile stretch of the A417 near Birdlip in Gloucestershire.

Known locally as the ‘missing link’, this stretch of single carriageway road
between the Brockworth bypass and Cowley roundabout restricts the flow of
traffic on a key route which is otherwise dual carriageway. Upgrading this
section to dual carriageway will help unlock Gloucestershire’s potential for
growth and secure opportunities for housing and jobs, as well as improving
life in local communities.
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The A417 passes through the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and
so any solution will be designed sensitively to meet the special character of
the landscape, environment and history.

The improvement is being made possible by the Government’s £15bn investment
in motorways and major A roads and will be delivered by Highways England.

Project manager Mike Goddard said:

Our plans will deliver reliable journey times between the Thames
Valley and West Midlands, offer a safer journey for drivers and
protect the special character of the landscape.

Upgrading this route has been a key focus for the community and we
would encourage as many people as possible to share their views on
the different options to help us shape the best possible outcome.

Highways England is holding a public consultation between 15 February 2018
and 29 March 2018. Once the consultation officially launches, full details of
the options for consideration and feedback forms will be available online via
the scheme website, along with dates and venues public information
exhibitions.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

News story: Getting ready for the
Customs Declaration Service

HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC) will begin a phased launch of the Customs
Declaration Service (CDS) in August 2018. CDS will replace the existing
Customs Handling of Import and Export Freight (CHIEF) system, with all
declarations taking place on CDS from early 2019.

CHIEF currently processes declarations to facilitate the international
movement of goods between the UK and non-EU countries. CHIEF will continue to
run for a time to aid the transition to CDS.
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Why CDS is replacing CHIEF
CHIEF is one of the world’s largest and most sophisticated electronic
services for managing customs declaration processes, but it’s nearly 25 years
old and can’t be easily adapted to new requirements.

The decision to replace CHIEF with CDS was made before the EU referendum,
however CDS will be scaled to handle any potential increases in the volume of
declarations that may result from the UK’s exit from the EU.

How this will affect importers and exporters
If a trader imports or exports goods outside the EU, they or their agent will
be currently using CHIEF to:

process declarations for goods entering and leaving the UK or EU through
ports and airports
calculate and pay the correct duty and taxes
complete customs information electronically

They will still be able to do these things on CDS, but there will be
differences:

they will need to sign into CDS on GOV.UK through a Government Gateway
account
CDS will offer several new and existing services in one place – for
example, traders will be able to view previous import and export data on
pre-defined reports, check the tariff, apply for new authorisations and
simplifications, and check their duty deferment statement
online help will include self-service tools, guides and checklists

Some additional information will be required for declarations in order to
align with the World Customs Organisation Kyoto Convention, currently being
implemented in the UK through the Union Customs Code (UCC):

an audit trail of previous document IDs
additional party types, such as the buyer and seller
possible additional commercial references or tracking numbers
levelling – change between ‘Header’ and ‘Item’ for some data items

To align UK customs data with international standards, there will also be
changes to:

location of goods identification (based on UNLOCODE)
the warehouse type code list
item tax lines, including method of payment codes
unit of quantity codes (ISO)
the way customs procedures are quoted
the number of items on a declaration – CDS will allow a maximum of 999
items on a customs declaration instead of the current 99 items on CHIEF

An updated tariff manual will be available in April 2018.



Alerting importers and exporters about using CDS
HMRC is currently building and testing CDS with industry, software providers
and Community System Providers (CSPs). CSPs operate computerised inventory
systems that control the physical movement of import and export freight at UK
ports and airports.

CDS will be phased in between August and early 2019, with CHIEF continuing to
run during this time to aid the transition. Importers, exporters or their
agents will be informed by their software provider when they need to provide
the additional information in order to start making declarations on CDS.

To keep informed about CDS, please send your name and email address to
communications.cds@hmrc.gsi.gov.uk to register for email updates.

The updates will provide regular information on CDS and any preparations you
may need to make ahead of CDS going live.

There will also be regular updates about CDS on GOV.UK and through trade
associations.
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