
Press release: Landmark Agriculture
Bill to deliver a Green Brexit

Legislation to deliver a cleaner and healthier environment for future
generations after nearly half a century under EU rules is being introduced
into Parliament today (12 September).

The Agriculture Bill sets out how farmers and land managers will in future be
paid for “public goods”, such as better air and water quality, improved soil
health, higher animal welfare standards, public access to the countryside and
measures to reduce flooding.

This will replace the current subsidy system of Direct Payments, which is
ineffective and pays farmers based on the total amount of land farmed. These
payments are skewed towards the largest landowners and are not linked to any
specific public benefits. The top 10% of recipients currently receive almost
50% of total payments, while the bottom 20% receive just 2%.

In its place, a new Environmental Land Management system will start from next
year. The government will work together with farmers to design, develop and
trial the new approach. Under the new system, farmers and land managers who
provide the greatest environmental benefits will secure the largest rewards,
laying the foundations for a Green Brexit.

The Bill will also be underpinned by measures to increase productivity and
invest in (R&D).

For example, there will be funding available for farmers to come together to
develop and get the research projects that they want and need, whether that
be on soil health or sustainable livestock farming . This will lead to
practical gains for farmers that help them become more profitable and reduce
their environmental footprint.

The government will also be able to make payments during the seven year
transition period for famers to invest in new technologies and methods that
boost productivity.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

The introduction of the Agriculture Bill is an historic moment as
we leave the EU and move towards a brighter future for farming.

After nearly 50 years of being tied to burdensome and outdated EU
rules, we have an opportunity to deliver a Green Brexit.

This Bill will allow us to reward farmers who protect our
environment, leaving the countryside in a cleaner, greener and
healthier state for future generations.
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Critically, we will also provide the smooth and gradual transition
that farmers and land managers need to plan ahead.

Farmers will be supported over a seven year transition period as we as leave
the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

For 2019, Direct Payments will be made on the same basis as now, subject to
simplifications where possible. Direct Payments for 2020 will also be made in
much the same way as now. Simplifications will be made as soon as possible,
subject to the terms of the overall Brexit implementation period. There will
then be an agricultural transition period in England between 2021 and 2027 as
payments are gradually phased out.

During consultation, there was a widespread support for applying reductions
to Direct Payments more widely. All farmers will therefore see some reduction
to their payments from the start of the transition, although those who
receive the highest payments will see bigger reductions initially. This will
free up funds to invest in public goods.

To help new entrants get into the sector and give farmers flexibility to plan
for the future, Direct Payments during the agricultural transition period up
until 2027 will be “delinked” from the requirement to farm the land.

These payments, which may be calculated according to money received in
previous years, can be used by farmers to invest in their business, diversify
their activities or else retire from farming and give way for new people to
enter.

The Bill also sets out how the government will strengthen transparency in the
supply chain to help farmers get a better deal in the marketplace.

By collecting data from across the supply chain, the government will help
food producers strengthen their negotiating position at the farm gate and
seek a fairer return.

The introduction of the Agriculture Bill now means that all the necessary
measures will be in place for the start of the agricultural transition in
2021, delivering a smooth transition to the new domestic policy.

News story: Eddystone and Red Eagle
report published
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MAIB’s report of the unintentional release of carbon dioxide (CO2) from fixed
fire-extinguishing system on board the roll on, roll off (ro-ro) cargo vessel
Eddystone in June 2016 and a similar incident on board the ro-ro passenger
ferry Red Eagle in July 2017, is now published.

The report contains details of what happened, the subsequent actions taken
and recommendation made: read more.

Published 12 September 2018

Speech: Idlib: Allow Turkey and
opposition groups the space and time
to separate out the terrorists and
tackle them themselves.

Thank you Madam President and I join my colleagues in expressing our
condolences and solidarity with you, with your Mission, with all our American
friends and the citizens of this great city of New York for the losses of
9/11 and to all those countries who like my own lost their own nationals in
the attacks.

Speaking as someone who worked very closely with the American and other
governments on the aftermath of 9/11, I think I can say we will never forget
that day and we will never cease to stand alongside you in the fight against
terrorists and the unwavering campaign to protect our societies and defend
civilians. The attacks of 9/11 came without warning out of a clear blue sky.
The horror of Syria has been unfolding before us for more than six slow
years. After 9/11, Russia and Iran worked with us. We urge them to work with
us now to halt the attacks and protect the civilians of Idlib.

There have been many inflection points that have come and gone on Syria. The
Astana meeting, one would like to think, was another inflection point that
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would succeed and I think it’s very important that we can have this
discussion and this debate today.

We will soon hear from our Turkish colleague who we welcome to the Council
but I wanted to say right at the start that we strongly agree with President
Erdogan and this morning he wrote in the Wall Street Journal that Asad’s
solution to countering terrorism is a false one. He said that the plan to
militarily attack Idlib will only create new hotbeds of terrorism. ISIS was
an outcome and not the cause of what is happening in Syria. We face a choice,
Madam President, between an Asad-Russian military assault on Idlib in which,
as many colleagues have said today, thousands of civilians will die. We’ve
seen from eastern Aleppo and eastern Ghouta what that looks like the killing
of children, attacks on schools and hospitals, even ones in deconflicted
areas, the barbaric use of chemical weapons – or we allow Turkey and
opposition groups the support space and time to separate out the terrorists
and tackle them themselves.

Turkey has a plan, Madam President, in Idlib and it does involve reaching an
agreement with the Syrian opposition whereby the regime refrains from
attacking them while they combat terrorism. This is what we should be
discussing today, Madam President, but I think it has been absent from the
briefing we received from Russia just now.

We would like also to talk about how we can get together through Astana or
another grouping that works to work out how the regime can work with the
opposition to bring security and stability back to Idlib and I would like to
know why the Council can’t spend time discussing how to build on the work of
Astana to this end. This would not only, Madam President, provide a plan to
rid the area of extremists but it would also provide the beginnings of a
model to discuss the political process to resolve this conflict which has
gone on too long.

Every speaker today has talked about the importance of there being no
alternative to a political solution. Of course we agree with that but the UN
Special Envoy has told us that progress on a political solution is impossible
if there is a military assault on Idlib. So I would like to know from Russia
and Iran that they will heed those words, that they will stop the military
operations, that they will come to the Council and discuss with all of us
including Turkey how exactly we can build on Astana to engage seriously to
finally, six years after the worst horrors we have seen in war since the
Second World War, how we can bring that to an end and how we can get a
political process underway in Syria and I would be grateful to hear from
Russia and Iran how exactly we can bring that about.

Thank you Madam President.

Second intervention:

Thank you very much Madam President. I will be brief but I wanted to thank
the Turkish Representative for setting out again the Turkish plan. We’ve



listened very carefully, all of us, to the Astana briefers. We don’t want to
detract from the efforts of Astana. We support any move that gets the
political process underway but we’ve only heard one plan today for trying to
avert the bloodshed in Idlib and actually make a difference on the ground.

I would urge all Council members to rally to the plan that our Turkish
colleague has set out. What worries me is that instead we’ve heard a
narrative that restoring full Syrian control over its territory is synonymous
with fighting terrorists and for the people of Idlib that isn’t the equation.

The people of Idlib are going to suffer terribly if this military assault
goes ahead. It is precisely for these situations that the doctrine of
proportionality under International Humanitarian Law exists. So I hope, Madam
President that the Council can come together over the coming days to talk
further about how we can maximise the political process building on Astana’s
efforts but also have a very serious discussion about how we can avert an
all-out military attack on the people of Idlib.
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The horror of Syria has been unfolding before us for more than six slow
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but I wanted to say right at the start that we strongly agree with President
Erdogan and this morning he wrote in the Wall Street Journal that Asad’s
solution to countering terrorism is a false one. He said that the plan to
militarily attack Idlib will only create new hotbeds of terrorism. ISIS was
an outcome and not the cause of what is happening in Syria. We face a choice,
Madam President, between an Asad-Russian military assault on Idlib in which,
as many colleagues have said today, thousands of civilians will die. We’ve
seen from eastern Aleppo and eastern Ghouta what that looks like the killing
of children, attacks on schools and hospitals, even ones in deconflicted
areas, the barbaric use of chemical weapons – or we allow Turkey and
opposition groups the support space and time to separate out the terrorists
and tackle them themselves.

Turkey has a plan, Madam President, in Idlib and it does involve reaching an
agreement with the Syrian opposition whereby the regime refrains from
attacking them while they combat terrorism. This is what we should be
discussing today, Madam President, but I think it has been absent from the
briefing we received from Russia just now.

We would like also to talk about how we can get together through Astana or
another grouping that works to work out how the regime can work with the
opposition to bring security and stability back to Idlib and I would like to
know why the Council can’t spend time discussing how to build on the work of
Astana to this end. This would not only, Madam President, provide a plan to
rid the area of extremists but it would also provide the beginnings of a
model to discuss the political process to resolve this conflict which has
gone on too long.

Every speaker today has talked about the importance of there being no
alternative to a political solution. Of course we agree with that but the UN
Special Envoy has told us that progress on a political solution is impossible
if there is a military assault on Idlib. So I would like to know from Russia
and Iran that they will heed those words, that they will stop the military
operations, that they will come to the Council and discuss with all of us
including Turkey how exactly we can build on Astana to engage seriously to
finally, six years after the worst horrors we have seen in war since the
Second World War, how we can bring that to an end and how we can get a
political process underway in Syria and I would be grateful to hear from
Russia and Iran how exactly we can bring that about.

Thank you Madam President.

Second intervention:

Thank you very much Madam President. I will be brief but I wanted to thank
the Turkish Representative for setting out again the Turkish plan. We’ve
listened very carefully, all of us, to the Astana briefers. We don’t want to
detract from the efforts of Astana. We support any move that gets the
political process underway but we’ve only heard one plan today for trying to
avert the bloodshed in Idlib and actually make a difference on the ground.



I would urge all Council members to rally to the plan that our Turkish
colleague has set out. What worries me is that instead we’ve heard a
narrative that restoring full Syrian control over its territory is synonymous
with fighting terrorists and for the people of Idlib that isn’t the equation.

The people of Idlib are going to suffer terribly if this military assault
goes ahead. It is precisely for these situations that the doctrine of
proportionality under International Humanitarian Law exists. So I hope, Madam
President that the Council can come together over the coming days to talk
further about how we can maximise the political process building on Astana’s
efforts but also have a very serious discussion about how we can avert an
all-out military attack on the people of Idlib.

Thank you.

Press release: PM’s Zero Emissions
Vehicle Summit roundtable: 11
September 2018

A Downing Street spokesman said:

The Prime Minister hosted a roundtable for a number of leading
supply chain companies at the UK’s first Zero Emissions Vehicle
Summit in Birmingham today.

During the discussions she set out the government’s plan for all
new cars and vans to be zero emissions by 2040 and they discussed
how to drive international investment in the growing sector.

On Brexit, the Prime Minister set out how the proposals in the
Chequers plan would protect manufacturing jobs by ensuring
frictionless trade could continue with the EU.

The International Trade Secretary Liam Fox added that we were
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working positively and constructively towards a deal with the EU
and outlined how the Implementation Period we have already agreed
will provide certainty for businesses on both sides.

The meeting concluded with the Prime Minister reaffirming her
commitment to the sector and reiterating the importance of
continued collaboration between government and the automotive
industry.

Published 11 September 2018


