
Speech: Children and Families Minister
speaks at safeguarding conference

Since becoming Minister for Children and Families, it’s been a real pleasure
and a great privilege to meet with and speak to people like you who are
committed to safeguarding and transforming the lives of our most vulnerable
children and young people to ensure they remain safe, healthy, and reach
their full potential.

I want to continue to get out across the country to hear from those who work
on the frontline about how my department can support all schools and
colleges, and the wider child protection system, to keep our children safe.

Today I am here to talk about peer on peer abuse.

We all know the devastating impact that peer on peer abuse can have on
children. Victims are likely to be traumatised and distressed. In some cases,
the impact can be life changing.

We know that for parents and carers, to find that their child has been a
victim, can be particularly difficult.

It is so important that everyone is doing all they can to prevent peer on
peer abuse from taking place in the first place and when it does happen that
victims are provided with appropriate support.

I want to take the opportunity to update you on the steps my department is
taking to support you in doing all we can to keep our children safe and in
particular discuss support related to peer on peer abuse.

Creating an appropriate atmosphere of tolerance and respect can go a long way
to creating a safe environment for pupils and students and my department has
been working hard to support schools and colleges to develop a whole school
or college approach to combat bullying, harassment and abuse of any kind.

I firstly want to touch on the wider child protection system and our work to
support the move from Local Children’s Safeguarding Boards to new multi-
agency safeguarding arrangements.

Following a public consultation at the end of last year and our government
response in February, my department published its revised Working Together to
Safeguard Children guidance in June. Over 700 organisations and individuals
responded to the consultation and we are grateful for the care, attention and
detail that people gave in their responses.

Working Together sets out the local context of how the three safeguarding
partners the local authority, a clinical commissioning group for an area
within the local authority, and the chief police officer in the local
authority area will make arrangements to work together to safeguard and
promote the welfare of local children.
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Details of new local arrangements must be published by the three safeguarding
partners no later than 29 June 2019, and be in place no later than 29
September 2019.

I encourage everyone to engage with your local partners and your local
arrangements.

These new arrangements present a real opportunity for local partners to
consider the local context of peer on peer abuse, put in place targeted
measures to prevent abuse, and make sure systems are in place to respond
quickly to ensure victims are protected and supported.

What about the funding we are investing to prevent abuse, including peer on
peer abuse and support victims? The NSPCC is doing a great job. My department
is supporting the NSPCC through an £8 million grant contribution over four
years to 2020, towards funding Childline and the NSPCC’s National Helpline.
In 2016/17, the NSPCC Childline provided over 3,000 counselling sessions to
children and young people concerned about being sexually assaulted by their
peers.

The Government Equalities Office funded the UK Safer Internet Centre to
develop cyber-bullying guidance, and an online safety toolkit to help schools
deliver sessions about cyberbullying, peer pressure and sexting.

In each of the last three years, this government has provided £7 million
pounds of funding for non-statutory organisations supporting victims and
survivors of sexual abuse, including child sexual abuse. Examples include:

£1.7 million for Ministry of Justice funded female rape support centres
for the provision of Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation support;

£4.7 million provided directly to Police and Crime Commissioners to
support organisations working with Child Sexual Abuse victims and
survivors locally, and

over half a million to organisations working with victims and survivors
of sexual abuse nationally. This includes funding to the National
Association of People Abused in Childhood, the NSPCC and Safeline
Warwick.

On 22nd August, the government announced the 11 successful local authority-
led projects that will receive £13 million pounds from the Trusted
Relationships Fund. The fund will trial new and existing approaches and
interventions that strengthen relationships between vulnerable children aged
from 10-17 and the adults who support them.

These awards demonstrate the government’s commitment to early intervention
and supporting children at risk of sexual or criminal exploitation and peer
on peer abuse. They help provide vital services, including:



telephone and online counselling for victims of child sexual abuse
increased support for adult survivors, and
therapeutic services for children and young people with learning
disabilities who have been sexually abused.

I am delighted that my government is providing funding for such essential and
valuable work.

I now want to consider peer on peer abuse in schools and colleges.

All children, from whatever their background, no matter what challenges they
face, deserve a safe environment in which they can learn. Nothing is more
important than safeguarding children and promoting their welfare.

Schools and colleges are a particularly important part of the wider child
protection system given that they are in a position to identify concerns
early, provide help for children and prevent concerns from escalating.

We recognise the seriousness of peer on peer abuse and know that it can
remain under-recognised by professionals working with children and under-
reported by children themselves.

My department has been developing evidence on the scale of the problem by
including questions on the prevalence of bullying, including sexual bullying
and harassment in our omnibus survey of schools and will use these findings
to inform future policymaking.

I want to spend some time considering a particular form of peer on peer
abuse- sexual violence and sexual harassment.

The evidence speaks for itself and it is clear why we all must do more.

Girlguiding’s Girls’ Attitudes Survey 2017 found 64% of girls aged 13-21
had experienced some form of sexual violence or sexual harassment at
school or college in the past year.

The National Education Union and UK Feminista “its just everywhere
report” found over a third of female pupils and 6% of male pupils at
mixed-sex schools have personally experienced some form of sexual
harassment at school.

We know that child on child sexual violence and sexual harassment are complex
problems for schools and colleges to consider and manage. They can exist on a
continuum; take place online or offline, inside and outside of school and
college, and they are never acceptable.

It is important that all victims in all schools and colleges are taken
seriously and offered timely and appropriate support.

In December last year, my department published advice on sexual violence and



sexual harassment between children in schools and colleges. The advice sets
out:

what sexual violence and sexual harassment look like
schools’ and colleges’ legal responsibilities
the importance of preventative education, and
how to manage reports of abuse and support victims.

I know there are many organisations represented in this room today that
played an important role supporting my officials drafting this advice.

To name just a few, and I apologise in advance to anyone in the room that I
have missed- thanks to Carlene Firmin from the University of Bedfordshire,
Farrer and Co, The National Police Chiefs Council, Barnardos, Childnet,
Girlguiding and the NSPCC for their help in putting this advice together.

We know through the feedback received from the sector, during the recent
Keeping Children Safe in Education consultation that this advice is helping
schools and colleges understand the complexities of this issue and the
options open to them to manage reports of abuse and support victims.

Your views played a vital part in helping us to strengthen the advice.
Revised advice was published in May.

Given its positive reception, we embedded key parts of the advice within part
5 of our revised and strengthened Keeping Children Safe in Education
statutory guidance that commenced on the 3rd of September. This gives child
on child sexual violence and sexual harassment the prominence it deserves in
statutory guidance.

I want to reiterate a key message from the advice and the statutory guidance.

It is so important that sexual violence and sexual harassment is never
tolerated or dismissed as “banter”, “part of growing up”, “just having a
laugh” or “boys being boys”.

I encourage heads, principals and designated safeguarding leads in
particular, if they have not already done so, to read the detailed advice and
the revised statutory guidance.

I’m also pleased to confirm that we are setting up an online safety working
group of sector experts that will help us consider how we reflect online
safety in our safeguarding guidance and advice in the future. A key strand of
our thinking will be around online peer on peer abuse. The group is due to
meet for the first time later this month.

Whilst departmental guidance has its place in supporting schools and
colleges, I am particularly excited about other measures that I hope, in
time, will help reduce instances of peer on peer abuse in the first place.

Many of you will be aware, and I am sure the vast majority of you will
welcome the fact we are making Relationships Education compulsory in all
primary schools, Relationships, and Sex Education compulsory in all secondary
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schools, and are making Health Education compulsory in all state funded
schools.

A thorough engagement process informed this decision. Our call for evidence
received over 23,000 responses, including many responses from schools,
parents and young people. Thank you to those of you here today that supported
that process by sharing your expertise.

My department engaged with 90 organisations representing a broad range of
views, including teaching unions, faith representatives, the NSPCC,
Barnardos, Girl guiding, the Children’s Commissioner and the Independent
Schools Council.

This engagement was led by Ian Bauckham CBE, an executive head teacher and
CEO of a multi academy trust to ensure we focussed on what works best in
schools to support young people.

All schools will be encouraged and supported to start teaching the subjects
from September 2019. Many are already teaching the subjects effectively and
will be able to adopt the new guidance quickly. We also felt it was necessary
to give schools time to prepare for the change and ensure they provide high
quality provision. As such, the requirement to teach the new subjects will
follow from September 2020.

Through Relationships Education, and Relationship and Sex Education, we want
young people to learn what positive, healthy and respectful relationships
look like, including respectful peer-to-peer relationships, about consent and
boundaries, and being safe in various situations, including online. This is
also about knowing how and when to ask for help.

We launched a consultation on the draft regulations and statutory guidance on
19 July. Please do use this opportunity to feedback your views into the
consultation before it closes on 7 November 2018 so we can ensure these
subjects support all young people in their transition to adult life.

Moving beyond my department and government, I want to touch on the role that
everyone has to play in protecting children.

My department and I have child protection at the heart of all of our work but
reducing the risk of peer on peer abuse and providing appropriate support for
victims is only possible with the help and commitment of individuals and
organisations like yourselves.

That is why I’m encouraged to see Farrer producing a peer on peer abuse tool
kit, which I know Adele will be speaking about later this morning. I’m also
impressed and extremely interested in Carlene’s work with regard to
contextual safeguarding. I know Carlene has worked closely with officials
across my department, but especially with those from my child protection and
safeguarding in schools teams. I am pleased to see threats that children and
young people face from outside the home and their wider context reflected in
the recent updates to our statutory guidance.

I am delighted to see innovative programmes like Childnet’s DeShame project;



working with safeguarding experts from Denmark and Hungary to improve the
understanding of online sexual harassment among teenagers and promote cross-
border cooperation and mutual learning- just amazing! I am pleased my
officials played a small part in supporting the project. Its work with young
people to raise awareness of the issue and encourage them to report online
sexual harassment via a youth-created campaign has been particularly
effective.

Girlguiding’s girls annual attitude survey provides invaluable insight into
how girls and young women feel about their everyday lives. I would like to
thank you for sharing this research with us and for the girl-led social
action campaigns you provide as a platform for girls to talk directly to
people in power.

As I said at the beginning, peer on peer abusive can be devastating, for
victims, parents and all the children involved. Preventing abuse and
supporting victims is one of my department’s top priorities and it is great
to see so much good work from others in this space. Thank you.

I want to thank Farrer and Co for arranging this conference, inviting me, and
providing the opportunity to speak to you about this important issue today.

My officials are always keen to speak to heads, designated safeguarding
leads, child safeguarding experts, and indeed anyone who has an interest in
this space on what more we in government can do. Please do get in touch with
them if you want to be involved.

I truly believe that together we can go even further in creating a positive,
secure and safe environment for all children across all stages of their
development.

Press release: Newton’s Space
Saplings; can you give them space to
grow?

The apple pips were taken to the International Space Station on the British
ESA astronaut’s Principia mission, where they spent six months floating in
micro gravity as part of the ‘Pips in Space’ project.

Newton’s space saplings: can you give them space to grow?

Now the UK Space Agency, the National Trust and Kew, who worked together on
the project, have teamed up with South Kesteven District Council (SKDC) in
Lincolnshire to launch a competition to find partners that share a commitment
to inspire future Newtons to host the trees.
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The bidding was launched today (12 September) at Newton’s birthplace,
Woolsthorpe Manor, during the media launch of this month’s SKDC-backed
Gravity Fields Festival, the only event in the UK combining the discoveries
of Newton with interpretations of his legacy. Organisations can bid for one
of the 8 remarkable saplings, explaining how they will give them space to
grow, engage new audiences and promote curiosity.

Science Minister Sam Gyimah said:

From gravity to Granny Smiths, Sir Isaac Newton has captured our
imagination for more than 300 years.

Inspiring the next generation of scientists is at the core of our
modern Industrial Strategy and now partners across the country have
the chance to do just that by getting their green fingers on these
special space saplings.

The pips were taken from the iconic Flower of Kent tree at Woolsthorpe Manor,
Isaac Newton’s family home near Grantham, Lincolnshire, which is cared for by
the National Trust.

The tree, which still bears fruit every year was said to have prompted Newton
to question why the apple fell, leading to his world-changing work around
gravity. His landmark work, called Principia Mathematica, was chosen as the
name of Tim Peake’s mission to acknowledge the debt of all space travellers
to Newton’s work.

Jeremy Curtis, Head of Education and Skills at the UK Space Agency, said:

We are thrilled that our friends at Kew have managed to nurture
these precious young trees to the point where they can begin
independent lives.

Now we need to find good homes for them across the UK to help as
many people as possible find out about the intertwined stories of
Newton, gravity, physics, space travel and horticulture. Maybe one
of the trees will one day inspire the next Newton!

From left, Jannette Warrener, Joanna Walmisley, Jeremy Curtis, Eliana Van Der
Schraft, Anne Visscher, Cristina Blandino, David Cleeve, Hugh Pritchard.

Jannette Warrener, Partnerships Manager, Woolsthorpe Manor, said:

As partners of the UK Space Agency and The Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, the National Trust is looking forward to seeing how the space
saplings might inspire the next generation of future Newtons.

Newton’s passion for scientific endeavour and study never waned. At
Woolsthorpe Manor we want to keep that passion for scientific



discovery alive and we would like these saplings, as they mature
and grow, to light a fire of discovery in the next generation of
scientists.

On their return from space in 2016, the well-travelled pips went to Wakehurst
Place, part of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, where they spent 90 days
sitting on a bed of agar jelly at 5 C to simulate the winter cold needed to
trigger germination. Spring arrived for them in May 2017 when they were
warmed to 15 C and the young seedlings started to emerge. They have now been
nurtured into ‘space saplings’.

Dr Anne Visscher, Career Development Fellow, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew,
said:

We are delighted to be part of such an important project. The seeds
taken from the apple tree that inspired Newton have been on an
amazing journey. Since their return they have been grown and
monitored at Kew’s Wakehurst site in Sussex where we will continue
to care for them until they find new homes around the country to
tell the story of Newton, space travel and seed science.

Gravity Fields Festival (26-30 September) takes place in and around Grantham,
including events at Woolsthorpe Manor. The story of the ‘Pips in Space’ will
be told during Gravity Fields Festival on Sunday, 30 September, at 2.45 at
Woolsthorpe Manor.

Cllr Matthew Lee, the Leader of South Kesteven District Council, whose
portfolio includes culture and arts, said:

As a district we are extremely proud of our connections with Sir
Isaac Newton, born and educated here, and, as a council we are
equally proud to be delivering our fourth Gravity Fields Festival.

Our festival build up is the perfect launch pad for the space
saplings project, with its ability to captivate young minds and
encourage the scientists of the future.

The UK Space Agency, National Trust, and Kew will be undertaking a rigorous
selection process from bidders, and are looking for national partners who
share their commitment to inspire future Newtons, attract the most visitors
and offer a legacy route for maximum impact.

The winners will be announced in early 2019 with a handover of trees at
Woolsthorpe Manor.



Corporate report: Review of controls
on imports of animals and animal
products: April 2016 to March 2017

This is the 13th review of the United Kingdom (UK) import controls of animals
and animal products in accordance with section 10A of the Animal Health Act
1981 (as amended by the Animal Health Act 2002).

The report explains the specific outcomes, policy and operational
developments. It also describes the steps being taken by government and
others to prevent the introduction of disease through the importation of
animals and animal products. It:

provides an overview of the effectiveness of the UK import controls
explains how the system of import controls and other safeguard measures
work

And gives details of:

global disease surveillance
effectiveness of controls at the border
measures taken inland
cooperation between agencies

Research and analysis: Classical swine
fever in pigs in Japan

Updated: Replaced the preliminary outbreak assessment with a corrected
version.

Preliminary outbreak assessments for classical swine fever in domestic swine
in the Gifu province, Japan.

Press release: Landmark Agriculture
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Bill to deliver a green Brexit

UK Government sets out major post-Brexit policy to invest in the
environment and take back control for farmers after almost 50 years
under EU rules
Bill will provide powers for Welsh Government Ministers to pursue their
own reforms

The Agriculture Bill sets out how farmers and land managers will in future be
paid for “public goods”, such as better air and water quality, improved soil
health, higher animal welfare standards, public access to the countryside and
measures to reduce flooding.

This will replace the current subsidy system of Direct Payments, which is
ineffective and pays farmers based on the total amount of land farmed. These
payments are skewed towards the largest landowners and are not linked to any
specific public benefits. The top 10% of recipients currently receive almost
50% of total payments, while the bottom 20% receive just 2%.

In its place, a new Environmental Land Management system will start from next
year. The government will work together with farmers to design, develop and
trial the new approach. Under the new system, farmers and land managers who
provide the greatest environmental benefits will secure the largest rewards,
laying the foundations for a Green Brexit.

The Bill will also be underpinned by measures to increase productivity and
invest in R&D.

For example, there will be funding available for farmers to come together to
develop and get the research projects that they want and need, whether that
be on soil health or sustainable livestock farming. This will lead to
practical gains for farmers that help them become more profitable and reduce
their environmental footprint.

The government will also be able to make payments during the seven year
transition period for famers to invest in new technologies and methods that
boost productivity.

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

The introduction of the Agriculture Bill is an historic moment as
we leave the EU and move towards a brighter future for farming.

After nearly 50 years of being tied to burdensome and outdated EU
rules, we have an opportunity to deliver a Green Brexit.

This Bill will allow us to reward farmers who protect our
environment, leaving the countryside in a cleaner, greener and
healthier state for future generations.
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Critically, we will also provide the smooth and gradual transition
that farmers and land managers need to plan ahead.

Following close engagement with the devolved administrations the Bill will
provide powers for Welsh Government Ministers to pursue their own reforms,
and extend provisions to Northern Ireland, until primary legislation is taken
through their own legislatures.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I am pleased that the UK Government has worked closely with the
farming industry and Welsh Government to ensure powers in the
Agriculture Bill have been extended to Wales. The Bill will provide
new powers for Ministers in Cardiff Bay to ensure our farmers are
provided with stability and certainty as we leave the EU.

It is vital that we are bold and ambitious to maximise the
opportunities presented by Brexit, working alongside businesses and
communities to ensure our rural economy continues to grow.

The Royal Welsh Show earlier this year provided an excellent
opportunity to do this, and to reaffirm our commitment to get a
good deal for the sector in our EU exit negotiations.

Farmers will be supported over a seven year transition period as we as leave
the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP).

For 2019, Direct Payments will be made on the same basis as now, subject to
simplifications where possible. Direct Payments for 2020 will also be made in
much the same way as now. Simplifications will be made as soon as possible,
subject to the terms of the overall Brexit implementation period. There will
then be an agricultural transition period in England between 2021 and 2027 as
payments are gradually phased out.

During consultation, there was a widespread support for applying reductions
to Direct Payments more widely. Most farmers will therefore see some
reduction to their payments during the transition, although those who receive
the highest payments will see bigger reductions initially. This will free up
funds to invest in public goods.

To help new entrants get into the sector and give farmers flexibility to plan
for the future, Direct Payments during the agricultural transition period up
until 2027 will be “delinked” from the requirement to farm the land.

These payments, which may be calculated according to money received in
previous years, can be used by farmers to invest in their business, diversify
their activities or else retire from farming and give way for new people to
enter.

The Bill also sets out how the government will strengthen transparency in the



supply chain to help farmers get a better deal in the marketplace.

By collecting data from across the supply chain, the government will help
food producers strengthen their negotiating position at the farm gate and
seek a fairer return.

The introduction of the Agriculture Bill now means that all the necessary
measures will be in place for the start of the agricultural transition in
2021, delivering a smooth transition to the new domestic policy.

ENDS


