
Press release: Government removes
barriers to radio stations going
digital

In new measures announced today, the Government will make it easier for
smaller community and commercial radio stations to broadcast on small scale
digital radio multiplexes.

With more than 50% of all radio listening in the UK now on digital, the new
lighter touch licensing regime means these small stations won’t be left
behind by the growing shift from FM and AM to digital radio and will give
more choice to millions of radio listeners across the UK.

Margot James, Minister for Digital and the Creative Industries, said:

We are breaking down one of the main barriers in the transition of
radio from analogue to digital, to secure long-term benefits for
the UK’s smaller commercial and community stations and ensure a
range of local content for listeners.

No one should be left behind by technological advances, so as part
of our modern Industrial Strategy we will give small and local
radio businesses affordable, practical access to digital radio
networks to reach new and longstanding audiences.

The roll out of small scale multiplexes across the UK could help more than
450 existing small community or commercial radio stations go digital.

Since 2014, Ofcom have been supporting successful trials of small scale radio
multiplexes in ten areas of the UK. These trial multiplexes now carry around
160 small radio services offering listeners in these areas a broader range of
content and formats.

To put these small scale services on a proper long-term footing, the
Government is revising the current legal framework for licensing radio
multiplexes – originally drawn up in the mid-1990s.

The new framework will allow Ofcom to reserve capacity on new small scale
multiplexes for community stations, helping them to go live on the Digital
Audio Broadcast (DAB) platform.

Ford Ennals, CEO, Digital Radio UK, said:

We welcome today’s announcement from DCMS supporting the future
development and expansion of small-scale DAB. This is good news for
radio and good news for listeners as the expansion of small-scale
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DAB gives listeners a wider range of smaller stations available on
DAB and gives small local stations a path to a digital future.

Following the success of the fantastic range of unique and fresh
local commercial and community services in the 10 trial areas we
can expect to see many hundreds of local stations joining radio’s
digital revolution across the UK.

Switch Radio is a community radio station that operates and broadcasts one of
the trial multiplexes in Birmingham.

Dean Kavanagh, Head of Content and Technology at Switch Radio, said

Switch Radio welcomes the publication of the DCMS consultation
response document. Small Scale DAB is a game-changing innovation
that will drive real benefits for listeners and we are delighted
that the government is actively supporting the progression of this
technology from concept to delivery.

Small scale DAB has been able to provide not just an increase in
the quantity of stations that listeners can receive, but also the
variety of what is available. We look forward to the further
developments that will undoubtedly stem from the publication of
this consultation response.

This new streamlined structure for licensing small scale radio multiplexes
comes at a time when DAB has greatly increased in popularity. Almost two-
thirds of households have a DAB radio and only 43% of listening at home is on
analogue. DAB coverage now reaches 90% of the UK.

The proposals will support the rollout of new digital-only radio networks
within county areas, helping to expand the community radio sector. The
Government will bring forward secondary legislation to make the necessary
changes to the licensing regime in 2019.

ENDS

Notes to Editors:

A small scale DAB radio multiplex is a more efficient way of1.
transmitting compared to analogue and uses a low cost software-based
approach that makes it particularly suitable for smaller radio stations.
A multiplex consists of a number of DAB radio stations bundled together
to be transmitted digitally on a single frequency to a specific
geographic area.
Among the measures set out today in its response to the Small Scale DAB2.
Licensing Consultation, the Government has stated it will: * Create a
new category of small scale DAB multiplex licence for community radio
stations – the C-DSP (Community – Digital Sound Programme) licence; *
Place requirements on new small scale multiplex licences to make a
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certain proportion of capacity on small scale DAB multiplexes available
to community radio stations holding new C-DSP licences.
DCMS-funded technical work by Ofcom to test the technology, including 103.
field trials in Portsmouth, Aldershot, Brighton & Hove, Bristol ,
Norfolk, Manchester, Birmingham, Cambridge, Glasgow and London. These
demonstrated the viability of using an open source software based
approach to broadcasting on DAB at a small scale.
However, the temporary licensing arrangements for the 10 trials are not4.
a suitable basis for the long-term licensing of small scale DAB radio
multiplexes. To address this DCMS supported the successful passage of a
Private Member’s Bill, introduced by Kevin Foster MP, through Parliament
in early 2017. The Broadcasting (Radio Multiplex Services) Act 2017
gives the DCMS Secretary of State a power to modify through secondary
legislation the provisions under existing broadcasting legislation that
are concerned with the award of radio multiplex licences.
In its Communications Market Report 2018, Ofcom found:5.

Nine in ten adults in the UK listen to radio every week for an average
of nearly 21 hours a week, and 75% of all audio listening is to live
radio;
DAB coverage is now at 90% of the UK (BBC national DAB coverage is 97%),
and almost two-thirds of households have a DAB set;
Digital radio has enabled many more commercial stations to broadcast
nationally, and the share of listening to national commercial stations
has increased from 13.0% in Q1 2016 to 17.5% in Q1 2018. As a result of
this, radio advertising revenues increased by 1% in real terms in 2017,
compared to a 7.5% decline in television advertising revenues.

In its Media Nations 2018 report, Ofcom found:1.

The total reported income for the community radio sector in 2017 was
£11.9m, in line with 2016. Average station income was just under £51k;

Overall reported sector expenditure for the community radio sector was
£11.9m, up 1% in real terms since 2016;

At home, only 43% of listening is on analogue, as DAB increases in
popularity;

Listeners in Berkshire have the highest proportion of listening
digitally, at 60%
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Press release: UK closes global
wildlife conference with UK aid pledge
to protect critical forest habitats

The UK has signalled its global leadership and commitment to tackling the
Illegal Wildlife Trade with a landmark announcement of UK aid money to draw
this week’s conference to a close.

Today, the International Development Secretary has committed £35 million of
UK aid to protecting critical forest habitats and species threatened by
extinction, including the chimpanzee, gorilla, orangutan and tiger.

The further package comes after a week of eye-catching commitments from DFID,
which has pledged to tackle the scourges of the Illegal Wildlife Trade,
deforestation and wildlife extinction while supporting the world’s poorest
communities to thrive.

International Development Secretary, Penny Mordaunt said:

“Around the world 1.2 billion people rely on forests and natural habitats for
their livelihoods. For the thousands of such communities which benefit from
industries like tourism, protecting the natural environment is a crucial
development issue.

“UK aid-backed projects happening right now across the world, such as those
we can announce today, are leading the global fight to protect the natural
environment that we all love so much.

“We owe it to future generations to work together to end wildlife crime, to
protect essential forest habitats and to bring the world’s poorest
communities out of poverty.”

Through UK aid, the UK is driving new, sustainable approaches in some of the
world’s richest natural environments and most beautiful areas, which both
protect the environment and provide quality, sustainable jobs to local
communities.

Today’s announcement echoes the International Development Secretary’s
comments earlier this week, when she encouraged the private sector to “lean
in” and support the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals.

The fresh funding will secure the support of leading businesses and investors
to back environmentally friendly business practices, which protect wildlife
habitats and do not cause deforestation, including:

• In Ghana, UK aid is increasing sustainable cocoa production, benefiting up
to 150,000 people while protecting the 31,000-hectare Bia National Park. We
are supporting local communities through training to female farmers and
providing start-up kits for local businesses. The Bia National Park hosts 62
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species of mammal and 160 species of bird, including the Forest Elephant,
Chimpanzee and Lovebird.

• In Ethiopia, DFID’s support is helping to develop sustainably produced wild
forest coffee, with potential to double the incomes for up to 23,000 farmers.
Ethiopia’s wild coffee region is the range of the endemic and endangered
Ethiopian wolf, Nyala antelope and African lions.

Projects like these are illustrative of the ‘win-win’ approach championed by
DFID, encouraging sustainable livelihoods whilst conserving some of the
world’s iconic and endangered species, which benefits us all.

Forests provide precious habitats for many critically endangered wildlife
species. Loss of tropical forests is being driven by the cultivation of crops
like palm oil, soya, cocoa and coffee, which account for over 70% of
deforestation in developing countries. These crops provide jobs and
livelihoods in poor rural areas in developing countries, but forest clearance
is often illegal and damaging to the local environment.

Palm oil is used in many of our processed foods, soaps and cosmetics, soya is
used to feed animals reared for our meat and cocoa is used to make the
chocolate we love, and coffee is obviously a hugely popular drink across the
world. The UK is now leading an approach where British consumers can continue
to enjoy these products and resources, by supporting sustainable practices,
jobs and businesses which protect forests.

A separate funding package will support a number of projects targeting the
trade of wildlife products destined for Asia , where demand for illegally
trafficked wildlife products such as Pangolin scales, furs and ivory are
driving the illegal trade, causing wildlife to be slaughtered, forests to be
felled and communities to be devastated.

These measures, part of an overall package of £2.5 million, will include a
project which will expose illegal activities and drive investigations in the
Congo Basin. Previous projects have already jailed over 1,500 significant
wildlife traffickers to date.

NOTES TO EDITORS

• This announcement constitutes a new funding commitment of £33.5 million to
DFID’s Investments in Forests and Sustainable Land Use (IFSLU) programme, and
£2.5 million of funding allocated from existing budgets in DFID’s Forest
Governance, Markets and Climate Programme (FGMC).

• DFID committed £60m to the IFSLU programme from 2015-20. Today’s funding
will extend the programme for a further three years (2020-23).

• DFID’s FGMC programme is a ten year (2011-2021) programme which contributes
to UK efforts to end illegal deforestation, ensure that forests contribute to
sustainable development and tackle climate change. The final phase of funding
(2018-2021) totals £87 million.

Notes on the further package of ‘Demand Reduction’ programmes



A separate support package will support a number of projects targeting the
trading of wildlife products into South East Asia, including:

• Exposing illegal activities and driving investigations in the Congo Basin –
UK aid will expand the work of the Eagle Network in the Congo Basin
(Cameroon, Gabon and Rep. of Congo) whose work has jailed over 1,500
significant wildlife traffickers to date. They will work with governments and
civil society monitors to drive investigations, prosecutions and expose
criminals publicly. This can reduce illegal logging and protect Chimpanzees,
Forest Elephants and Mandrills.

• Strengthen international regulations governing the trade in endangered
species – working with Forest Trends and the Environmental Investigation
Agency to link efforts tackling IWT with the successful tactics, which have
cracked down on the trade in illegal timber to support the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES).

• Training law enforcement and boosting cooperation between South East Asian
and African countries – working with the Global Environmental Institute
(GEI), WWF UK, and Traffic to train enforcement officers in Cameroon, Gabon
and the Republic of Congo, to allow information sharing and joint enforcement
operations for both the timber and wildlife trade in areas with Gorilla,
Leatherback Sea Turtle and Bonobo habitats.

• Tackling illegal deforestation and wildlife crime in the Mekong, Central
Africa and Indonesia – working with the Wildlife Conservation Society to
sustainably manage over 8 million hectares of forests and 50,000 forest-
dependent households by supporting tougher standards on the timber trade and
improving the governance of forests and wildlife, including by working with
agricultural companies to support sustainable jobs. Wildlife such as the
Asian Elephant, Asian Rhino and Sun Bear depend upon habitats in the Mekong.

• Tracking illegal trade networks between Africa and South East Asia – with
the Environmental Investigation Agency (EIA), we will research and map trade
networks from African countries to South East Asia, and work with local civil
societies and anti-corruption institutions to expose illegal routes and
practices. In 2016 the EIA exposed $1.9 billion of illegal trade in Siamese
Rosewood.

News story: IWT Conference 2018:
Declaration commits over 50 countries
to action for endangered species

Over 50 countries have adopted the London 2018 declaration committing to
action to protect endangered species around the globe, with more expected to

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-iwt-conference-2018-declaration-commits-over-50-countries-to-action-for-endangered-species/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-iwt-conference-2018-declaration-commits-over-50-countries-to-action-for-endangered-species/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-iwt-conference-2018-declaration-commits-over-50-countries-to-action-for-endangered-species/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/declaration-london-conference-on-the-illegal-wildlife-trade-2018


sign today and in the coming days.

On top of the high-level international agreement, a number of countries will
also pledge individual commitments to stamp out the abhorrent trade. These
will be added and published over the coming weeks and months to ensure
momentum continues in this crucial area.

Hosted by the UK government, the two-day event hosted delegates from more
than 70 countries, with representatives from charities and conservation
groups also coming together to find collective solutions to the illegal
wildlife trade, one of the most lucrative serious organised crimes.

Building on our action to date, the UK government is today announcing new
commitments from the conference:

£50,000 of funding to support in-country projects which complement the
work of the new British military counter-poaching taskforce.

£50,000 for new WILDLABS Tech Hub which will bring together technology
companies and conservation organisations to provide innovative solutions
to fight the illegal wildlife trade in ODA-eligible countries.

Up to £40,000 as part of a partnership with Tale2Tail and WWF to fund
education packs in multiple languages to help children understand the
key issues in the illegal wildlife trade.

Plans to establish a new global consortium of demand reduction and
behaviour change specialists with local area insight to inform future
working.

It has also been confirmed that Peru will host the first regional conference
in Latin America focused on IWT in 2019, supported by up to £50,000 of UK
government funding.

Addressing the conference this morning, Environment Secretary Michael Gove
said:

A record number of nations have signed up to our pledge, to the
London Declaration, and I would urge all of you today to sign a
pledge. To make sure a single unified voice emerges from this
conference. A voice dedicated to making sure that we work together
as one world, to save the wildlife that we have. That we work
together as one cause, so that those most affected by crime can be
protected and saved from the criminals.

The UK Government is taking a leading role in the fight against the criminals
that operate in this murky world.



We are expanding funding for counter-poaching training for rangers in Africa,
have committed additional new funding for projects aimed at reducing demand
for products made from illegally traded wildlife, and launched a new
initiative to target wildlife traffickers and criminal gangs, tackling the
corruption at the heart of this vile trade. We are inviting applications from
charities working on wildlife and conversation issues in the latest £20
million round of UK Aid Match.

And through the Ivory Alliance 2024, the UK has also brought together a new
coalition of political leaders, conservationists and celebrities dedicated to
defeating the illegal trade in ivory.

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt told the conference:

The criminal gangs who smuggle horns and tusks pose one of the
greatest threats to the survival of wildlife. They target some of
the poorest countries in the world, spreading corruption and
depriving governments of desperately needed revenues that could be
used for schools and hospitals.

My aim is for Britain to do everything possible to protect wild
animals for the sake of our grandchildren. If we failed to act,
quite simply we would never be forgiven.

The conference has also seen major commitments from the private sector.

On the eve of conference, the Duke of Cambridge brought together global
financial organisations which jointly declared they “will not knowingly
facilitate or tolerate financial flows that are derived from IWT and
associated corruption”. The Wildlife Financial Taskforce brings together
representatives from 30 global banks and financial organisations such as
Standard Chartered, HSBC, RBS and City Group, and agencies and regulatory
bodies including TRAFFIC and RUSI.

And one hundred travel and tourism companies have now signed up to the World
Travel and Tourism Council (WTTC) Buenos Aires Declaration, working towards a
common goal to educate over 1 billion travellers about the fight against the
illegal wildlife trade.

The International Development Secretary, Penny Mordaunt, said:

The Illegal Wildlife Trade is having a devastating impact on both
endangered wildlife and the world’s poorest people.

Nobody wants to see these extraordinary species become extinct, or
the communities living near their habitats struggle for jobs and
livelihoods, which is why UK aid has a unique role to play in
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tackling the underlying causes driving these problems, from extreme
poverty to deforestation.

The UK government is proud to have brought together countries from
around the world this week to commit UK aid to tackling a global
issue.

Keep up to date with all the latest news and announcements from the1.
conference, including the latest individual country commitments, on our
dedicated Illegal Wildlife Trade Conference gov.uk page.
Among the pledges made at this week’s conference were:2.

Laos committed to a total ban on ivory;

United States Attorney General Sessions announced the US will fund more
than $90 million in counter-wildlife trafficking programs and projects
in the coming year.

News story: Armed Forces Minister
bolsters UK-Italy defence partnership

The Defence Minister highlighted how our Armed Forces’ can work closer
together at a Protection of Cultural Heritage event, before further
discussing future co-operation with Italian Defence partners.

Minister for the Armed Forces Mark Lancaster said:

European security is UK security and we are strengthening our
defence partnership with Italy, a key NATO ally.

Our two countries cooperate on a wide range of shared security
challenges, from threats to valuable cultural property to
countering cyber-attacks.

At the Protection of Cultural Heritage event, Lancaster announced that the
Army-led Cultural Property Protection Unit (CPPU) is now starting to recruit
reservists. The CPPU was established as part of the UK Government’s
implementation of the Hague Convention that places obligations on the Armed
Forces for the protection of cultural property from damage, destruction and
looting.
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In speaking with Italian counterparts, he reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to
the Statement of Intent signed earlier this year to further defence and
security cooperation between the two countries in the maritime, land, air and
cyber domains and to strengthen the interoperability of our Armed Forces
through regular planning and training activities.

The Defence Minister also met with British Armed Forces personnel posted in
Italy including those in the Combined Libya Fusion Cell, a multinational
intelligence group monitoring the situation in Libya, and the European Naval
Force mission to disrupt human trafficking networks in the Mediterranean.

News story: 250,000 veterans helped
into new careers

In the two decades since its launch, a quarter of a million service leavers
have been supported in the next stage of their careers by the Career
Transition Partnership (CTP), a partnership between the MOD and Right
Management Ltd.

The CTP offers one-to-one career guidance, vocational training, events,
networking and employment opportunities to serving personnel for up to two
years before they leave the Armed Forces, supporting them as they prepare to
enter the civilian workplace or further education.

Benefitting from training in interview techniques and CV development, as well
as targeted workshops designed to identify and harness an individual’s
strengths, 93% of service leavers transitioning through the CTP who are
seeking employment, are in new roles within six months.

Ex-serving personnel can also access CTP support for two years after they
have transitioned back into civilian life, ensuring the adjustment process is
as smooth as possible.

Tobias Ellwood, Minister for Defence People and Veterans, said:

Our Armed Forces develop invaluable, lasting and transferrable
skills during their service, and it is right that we support them
to reach their potential when they leave.

With admirable qualities such as leadership, dedication and team
work, those who have served are an asset to any organisation. The
Career Transition Partnership team plays an ever more vital role in
helping our people navigate the many opportunities open to them.

The CTP also provides specialist training to those who leave service early
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through the Future Horizons programme, which has supported 11,500 personnel
since its introduction in 2008. A further specialised career programme, CTP
Assist, supports approximately 900 wounded, injured and sick service leavers
per year to achieve a sustainable and fulfilling career, regardless of time
served.

The CTP offers a wide range of vocational training courses to enhance
qualifications gained in the military or to retrain for a new career. Courses
in fields such as finance, project management, IT and health and safety, and
are designed around the needs of service leavers and to connect with routes
to employment.

The CTP Employment Team is focussed on engaging with local SMEs and national
employers to create unique pathways into employment and ensuring
organisations take a strategic approach to integrate military talent into
their workforce planning.

The CTP is currently working closely with a broad range of employers such as
Amazon, Barclays, Jaguar Land Rover, BAE Systems, and Openreach to align the
wealth of transferrable skills and experiences service leavers have.

Along with online career resettlement guides, personnel can also access
advice on wider aspects of the transition process, including housing and
pensions, managing finances, and moving abroad. This guidance is part of the
broader support on offer to personnel to bridge the gap between military and
civilian life.

The CTP is the first example of a military resettlement service provided by a
partnership of private, public and charitable organisations, anywhere in the
world. The model, established by the partnership between the MOD and Right
Management Ltd, is supported by RFEA – The Forces Employment Charity who
deliver CTP’s employment support, and is at the forefront of best
international practice.

David Duffy, Right Management Ltd, Contract Director for Career Transition
Partnership, said:

I am proud that Right Management have delivered a world-class
resettlement provision on behalf of the MOD for two decades,
helping to bridge the gap between military and civilian careers and
connecting Armed Forces personnel to jobs. CTP staff are extremely
committed and passionate about the part they play in supporting
service leavers and this is evident in the remarkable achievements
we have made.

The working landscape has changed beyond all recognition since we
started, with an ever more transient marketplace and technology,
along with social media, driving change at pace. Despite this, the
CTP has stayed at the forefront of delivery, keeping pace with
change and continually adapting to meet the needs of our service
leavers.


