
News story: Dr Liam Fox welcomes City
chief as Director General for Exports

Left to Right: Dr Liam Fox, Antonia Romeo, and John Mahon.

This new position is at the heart of the government’s post-Brexit trading
plan, and is tasked with ensuring that new and existing exporters can access
the right financial, practical and promotional support to sell overseas.

The international demand for British goods and services has never been
stronger, with exports from the UK rising more than 12% to £622.1 billion in
2017. Mahon’s work will be crucial in ensuring UK companies are well placed
to take advantage of these opportunities.

One of his first tasks will be to oversee the UK’s emerging Export Strategy,
ensuring that firms of all sizes have the right support from government to do
business around the world.

Left to Right: Dr Liam Fox, Antonia Romeo, and John Mahon.

Speaking at a City Week 2018 event later today, International Trade Secretary
Dr Liam Fox will say:

DIT listens to industry experts. This is especially true in
financial services.

It is no coincidence that today John Mahon, former Head of Barclays
Corporate Bank, starts his new role as our new Director General for
Exports.

I am delighted to welcome John on the team and look forward to the
wealth of experience that he will bring to the role.

Speech: OSCE Human Dimension Committee
meeting on Freedom of Expression

Freedom of expression, as enshrined in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, international legal obligations and OSCE commitments, encompasses a
right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers.
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The right to freedom of expression …. will include freedom …. to
receive and impart information and ideas without interference by
public authority.

In this modern era of 24 hour news, print, broadcast, online and social
media, a major challenge for the public is not lack of information but
sifting and interpreting it. Distinguishing fact from fiction in a crowded
information landscape is not always easy. Deliberately distorted or false
information can cause confusion and sow mistrust. It can influence attitudes
and affect behaviour. It can damage social cohesion and undermine conflict
prevention, resolution and reconciliation efforts.

In this Human Dimension Committee meeting we will consider the importance of
our ability to distinguish fact from opinion, or from fiction, and the
consequences for democracy, tolerance, stability and security if we cannot.

Should the public be protected from deliberate disinformation – and if so
how? Does the right to freedom of expression protect the deliberate
dissemination of disinformation? What are the respective duties and
responsibilities of governments, media actors, social media companies, civil
society organisations and individuals? What is the role of the state – to
educate, regulate or censor? What are the implications for trust between
government and citizen, citizen and media, and media and government?

News story: Civil news: further tender
opportunities for 2018 contract work

We are providing another opportunity to tender for face to face 2018 civil
contracts in the following three categories of law:

family

housing and debt

immigration and asylum

The procurement process is limited to the small number of geographic areas
where we wish to secure greater provision.

Who can tender?

The tender process is open to both existing contract-holders and new
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entrants. It is a single-stage process that will assess:

Contracts will be procured using a non-competitive process. This will be
limited to the categories of law and procurement areas specified above.

All organisations assessed as being suitable and meeting the minimum service
requirements will be awarded a contract.

How can I tender?

Tenders must be submitted using the LAA’s e-Tendering system – see below. A
link is also available on the tender pages of the LAA website.

If you wish to tender then you must submit a response for the relevant
invitation to tender (ITT) in the category of work you wish to deliver.

You may also need to submit a response to the selection questionnaire that
forms part of this tender opportunity. This will be required if your
organisation:

did not submit a tender for a 2018 Standard Civil Contract as part of
last year’s main civil 2018 contracts tender process

submitted a tender but was excluded at the selection questionnaire stage

submitted a tender but has a selection questionnaire response which is
no longer valid

Organisations which tendered successfully as part of the main civil 2018
contracts tender process and whose circumstances have not changed will need
to confirm this. They can do so in their tender response.

Further information

Civil 2018 contracts tender – to find out more and download the IFA document

e-Tendering system – to submit your tender

News story: UK Flags to be flown at
full mast for birth of Royal Baby

Flags on UK Government Buildings will fly at full mast on Tuesday 24th April
2018 from 0800 – 2000hrs in celebration of the birth of TRH Duke and Duchess
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of Cambridge’s third child.

Other organisations and local authorities may choose to follow suit. Devolved
administrations are responsible for issuing instructions for the flying of
the Union Flag on buildings in their estate and others as necessary.

News story: Defence Secretary marks
major step forward for UK’s nuclear
submarine capability

HMS Artful, the third of the Royal Navy’s new Astute Class attack submarines.
Crown Copyright.

In a move that signals the UK’s commitment to a continuous-at-sea deterrent,
the Submarine Delivery Agency (SDA) was today officially launched.

The announcement comes after an extra £800 million was secured by the
Ministry of Defence – £600 million of which will ensure the UK is protected
by the new Dreadnought submarine fleet into the 2030s and beyond.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

Our nuclear deterrent is our ultimate defence from the most extreme
threats while our attack submarines are busier than ever providing
unprecedented levels of protection across the world.

A Royal Navy submarine is on patrol 24 hours a day, every day of
the year, protecting our way of life. These advanced and complex
vessels are more important than ever as the world becomes an
increasingly dangerous place and establishing this new Agency sends
a clear signal of our commitment to continue deterring conflict and
protecting the nation.

The stand-up of the SDA marks the delivery of a milestone set out in the 2015
Strategic Defence and Security Review that strengthens arrangements to
support the UK’s submarine capability.

The Executive Agency will lead on the procurement, in-service support and
decommissioning of all UK nuclear submarines.

The SDA will procure and project manage the construction of future Royal Navy
submarines, and support those in-service, working with Navy Command and the
newly established Defence Nuclear Organisation.
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The vision of the SDA is to lead a high-performing industrial enterprise to
deliver and support the UK’s submarine capability safely, securely and more
effectively and cost efficiently.

Headed by Chief Executive Officer Ian Booth – who has a wealth of experience
in delivering complex private and public sector procurement programmes – the
SDA employs around 1,300 people and already has a talented and extremely
knowledgeable workforce, including some of the nation’s most experienced
nuclear experts.

The Agency will have the authority and freedom to recruit and retain the best
people to manage the Submarine Enterprise. The majority of SDA staff will be
based in Bristol, with other colleagues located at sites such as Barrow,
Derby, Devonport, Rosyth and Faslane.

Chief Executive Officer of the Submarine Delivery Agency, Ian Booth said:

The SDA is to lead a high-performing industrial enterprise that is
committed to strengthening the safety, availability, reliability
and security of UK submarines, including our Continuous At Sea
Deterrent. The Agency will draw on best practice from both the
public and private sectors with a focus on cost effective and
timely delivery to achieve the best possible outcomes for Defence.

The SDA has learnt from other successful programmes of a similar scale and
complexity such as the 2012 Olympics and Crossrail. It will maintain vital
links with industry and public sector partners to preserve the UK’s
technology advantage and skills-base and to ensure submarine manufacturing
and maintenance capability is sufficient to support the UK’s submarine
requirements.

A key facet of the SDA is to manage the Dreadnought and Astute nuclear
submarine programmes to time and budget, alongside providing day-to-day
support to the in-service fleet of Trafalgar, Astute and Vanguard Class
submarines. As a responsible nuclear operator, the organisation will also
manage the decommissioning and disposal of submarines in a safe and
environmentally sound way.


