
News story: Statement on the Moscow
Mechanism to the OSCE Permanent
Council

Mr. Chairman,

I am delivering this statement on behalf of the following delegations:
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland,
Ireland, Latvia, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, the United
Kingdom, and the United States.

On August 30, we informed the Permanent Council about a letter we sent to the
Russian delegation to request concrete information under the OSCE Vienna
(Human Dimension) Mechanism due to our concerns about credible reports of
human rights violations and abuses in Chechnya. The letter of September 4
that we received in response unfortunately did not provide a substantive
response to our questions.

This has only deepened our concern that the Russian Federation is unwilling
or unable to address the reports of serious human rights violations and
abuses, which contributes to a climate of impunity for authorities in
Chechnya. We believe that the reported violations and abuses reflect a
particularly serious threat to the fulfilment of the provisions of the OSCE
human dimension. We therefore are invoking paragraph 12 of the 1991 Moscow
Document of the Conference on the Human Dimension of the OSCE (Moscow
Mechanism) to establish a mission of experts to address the concerns outlined
in our August 30 letter. Those concerns centered around allegations of
impunity for reported human rights violations and abuses in Chechnya from
January 2017 to the present, including, but not limited to, violations and
abuses against persons based on their perceived or actual sexual orientation
or gender identity, as well as against human rights defenders, lawyers,
independent media, civil society organizations, and others. Among the
reported human rights violations and abuses were: allegations of harassment
and persecution; arbitrary or unlawful arrests or detentions; torture;
enforced disappearances; and extrajudicial executions.

In addition to establishing the facts and reporting on them, we encourage the
mission of experts to give advice to the Russian Federation, to the OSCE, and
to the international community on possible solutions to the questions raised.

We look forward to working with ODIHR and the Russian delegation in the
coming days on arrangements for the mission. An expert mission, one member of
which may, in accordance with paragraph 10 of the Moscow Document, be chosen
by the government of the Russian Federation, should be able to give an
objective and unbiased report and recommendations on these issues.

Thank you Mr. Chairman.
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Press release: Senior Traffic
Commissioner reminds transport
managers and operators that they need
to keep up to date

The Senior Traffic Commissioner for Great Britain, Richard Turfitt, has
reinforced the importance of continuous professional development for those
responsible for managing haulage, bus and coach operations.

Introducing the revised Statutory Documents, Mr Turfitt said responsible
persons such as transport managers should be proactive in their efforts to
keep up to date and make sure they are effective in their roles.

He explains that transport managers and other responsible persons should be
able to demonstrate to traffic commissioners that they are able to meet their
statutory responsibilities through professional development, in particular
when:

• they’ve not been acting for an operator in the last five years • their
qualification is more than 10 years old • their ability to exercise
continuous and effective management is under consideration at a Public
Inquiry

The Senior Traffic Commissioner has revised a number of other Statutory
Documents, following a consultation, which closed in August.

There is clearer guidance on what will happen if some-one uses an operator’s
licence without authority (the practice of ‘fronting’), greater emphasis on
the importance of accurate applications, a new section on support for
tribunal users, updated guidance on what happens when periods of grace expire
and a new section on driver employment status.

Mr Turfitt said:

“It is important that we get the balance right, so that irresponsible people,
who ignore the safety of other road users, do not put compliant businesses at
a disadvantage.

These documents demonstrate our commitment to transparency in the way we make
our decisions.

“On this occasion the majority of changes are dictated by the case law rather
than a debate on policy. There is a heavy emphasis on providing continuity
but the responses received have helped us to try and clarify our approach to
regulation.”
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Press release: Budget to support new
housing, high streets and local
services

Communities Secretary Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP welcomed the Budget and
said it will boost efforts to build the homes communities need, restore the
dream of home ownership, help our high streets and support councils to
deliver local services.

Building on the current comprehensive package of reform and targeted
investment to deliver the homes the country needs, the measures outlined in
the Budget include:

continuing to help people onto the housing ladder by announcing a new
Help to Buy scheme from April 2021 and exploring proposals to deliver a
new wave of shared ownership homes
supporting councils and housing associations by removing borrowing
restrictions to enable them to deliver a new generation of council
housing and affordable homes
further planning reforms to make the most of available space for homes
and ensuring developers pay their fair share to support new and existing
communities

Recognising the pressures faced by councils, almost £1 billion of extra
funding will be provided to help deliver the services communities need and
support the most vulnerable residents:

a £650 million boost for adults and children’s social care, including
£240 million to support vulnerable people over winter months and help
manage the impact on the NHS

This is alongside a package to support high-streets meet the new challenges
brought about by changing shopping habits, providing short-term relief for
struggling retailers and a long-term vision for town centres.

Communities Secretary Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP said:

This Budget provides positive news for those struggling to get on
the housing ladder with certainty given on the future of Help to
Buy and freeing up councils to deliver a new generation of council
housing.

It also supports communities across the country by helping councils
deliver services for their most vulnerable residents while also
helping our high streets to flourish.
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Building the homes communities need
The Chancellor has confirmed that the biggest barrier to councils building
homes, the Housing Revenue Account borrowing cap, has been removed entirely –
freeing up councils to deliver a new generation of council housing – up to an
estimated 10,000 homes a year.

In a move to help more first-time buyers get a foot on the housing ladder, a
new Help to Buy scheme has been announced from April 2021 – restricted to
first-time buyers and including regional property price caps to ensure it is
more targeted on people who need it most.

And with most first-time buyers now exempt from paying Stamp Duty following
last year’s Budget – benefitting over 120,000 buyers so far – this year’s
Budget went a step further by extending this relief to all first-time buyers
of shared ownership properties worth up to £500,000 – and making this
retrospective, so any first-time buyer who has made such a purchase since the
last Budget will benefit.

To make sure that the infrastructure is in place to support new and existing
communities ahead of development of new homes, the Housing Infrastructure
Fund has been boosted by £500 million – bringing the total to £5.5 billion
with the potential to unlock up to 650,000 homes.

Grant funding of £291 million for vital infrastructure on the Docklands Light
Railway in East London has been announced, meaning less pressure on existing
services in the area and the potential to unlock over 18,000 homes.

The next wave of deals with 9 housing associations were announced, allocating
£653 million from the Affordable Homes Programme to deliver over 13,000
additional affordable housing starts by March 2022 and £1 billion of new
guarantees to support small and medium sized builders, implemented by the
British Business Bank.

A consultation on a package of planning reform to allow greater flexibility
to extend existing buildings upwards and allow a change of use has been
launched – to ensure that the planning system is speeding up the delivery of
homes and supporting the regeneration of high streets.

Support was confirmed for up to 500 neighbourhoods to develop plans to
allocate or permission land for homes sold at a discount.

The government has also committed to working with local partners in the
Oxford-Cambridge Arc to maximise sustainable economic growth in a response to
the National Infrastructure Commission’s report.

Almost £1 billion extra support for local services
This Budget has provided a boost of £650 million to help councils support the
most vulnerable people in their communities. Of this £240 million will be
focused on winter pressures next year with flexibility to use the remainder
where it is needed most – for adult or children’s services.

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/planning-reform-supporting-the-high-street-and-increasing-the-delivery-of-new-homes


This is on top of the £240 million announced last month to address winter
social care pressures this year.

An additional £84 million over 5 years will also be made available as a
targeted children’s social care fund over the next 5 years, along with an
additional £55 million Disabled Facilities Grant in this financial year.

This will mean councils will be able to deliver the services their residents
need while also protecting them from excessive Council Tax bills.

The Budget will also provide a further £420 million to councils to fix
potholes and carry out other repairs to improve roads, allow better access to
workplaces, high streets and other community facilities.

Help for the high street
A £1.5 billion plan that includes a cut to the business rates bills for small
retailers worth almost £900 million over 2 years, funding to transform town
centres and a relaxation of planning rules has been announced as part of the
Budget to support the country’s high streets.

This includes:

the launch of a £675 million Future High Streets Fund to transform local
high streets so that they can remain firmly at the heart of communities;
this will be used to improve infrastructure and transport and also
support areas to redevelop under-used retail space into homes and
offices, helping to restore high street properties and put historic
buildings back into use

business rates relief targeted at small retailers to cut their bills by
a third and a new mandatory relief for public lavatories, building on
over £10 billion of business rates support since 2016

relaxing planning rules to support new mixed-use businesses on the high
street and the conversion of under-used retail units into offices and
homes

This is accompanied by additional support for local leadership to prepare and
implement new strategies for their high street, including a new High Streets
Taskforce to offer support and advice to help revitalise high streets.

This Budget also went further to fire-up the Northern Powerhouse, fuel the
Midlands Engine and back our regions across the UK by committing to refresh
both strategies next year and increasing the Transforming Cities Fund to £2.4
billion to make it quicker and easier for people to get around in some of
England’s biggest cities.
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