
Independent report: Radioactive waste:
implications of UK withdrawal from
Euratom and the EU

The Committee on Radioactive Waste Management (CoRWM) has analysed the
requirements on the UK’s legislative and regulatory frameworks arising from
key European Union and Euratom Treaty directives. CoRWM subsequently provided
government with this independent report, focusing specifically on the
management of spent fuel and radioactive waste, to ensure the scope of
current regulatory controls is maintained.

News story: Sainsbury’s / ASDA
proposed merger

This merger is likely to be subject to review by the Competition and Markets
Authority (CMA).

In major mergers, it is typical for the companies to engage in ‘pre-
notification’ discussions with the CMA to ensure they are supplying the
information it will require before a formal investigation can begin. These
discussions can last for a number of weeks. Once the CMA’s formal
investigation begins, an initial, ‘Phase 1’ review then runs for up to 40
working days.

During a Phase 1 review, the CMA would assess whether the deal could reduce
competition and choice for shoppers. After this first phase, the merger could
be cleared or, if a potential reduction in competition is identified, it
would be referred for an in-depth, Phase 2 investigation lasting up to 24
weeks – unless the merging parties offered immediate proposals to address any
competition concerns identified.

Companies can also request to ‘fast track’ the referral of merger cases to
Phase 2.

A Phase 2 investigation can result in a merger being cleared, prohibited, or
allowed to proceed subject to ‘remedies’ such as the sale of parts of one or
both businesses.

More information on the CMA’s approach to mergers can be found here.
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News story: The Queen’s Birthday was
celebrated in Buenos Aires

More than 800 guests attended the reception, including high-ranking national
and provincial government officials, legislators from different political
parties, businessmen, diplomats, academics, artists, sportsmen, journalists,
and members of the civil society.

British Ambassador Mark Kent gave a speech in which he highlighted that “the
presence of so many leading figures from Argentina’s political, economic,
social and cultural life reflects the enormous progress achieved in bilateral
relations in recent times”.

At the end of the speech, he offered a toast to the President and the people
of the Argentine Republic, and to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. A band of
the Argentine Air Force played the Argentine and the British national
anthems, and then offered a brief performance in the Residence’s gardens.

The event was supported by UK companies, all of which had plenty of
opportunity to display their products and services and offer various examples
of British excellence.

The Queen celebrates her birthday twice a year: on the anniversary of the day
she was born, 21 April, and then on the third Saturday in June which is the
date of the official celebration, marked by the ceremony of “Trooping the
Colour.”

Photos available in the Flickr gallery

News story: Multi-million fund to
boost children’s early language skills

New support to help parents improve their children’s early language and
literacy skills at home before they start school have been announced today
(30 April) by Education Secretary Damian Hinds.

Two schemes will build the confidence of parents to support their children in
language and reading at an early stage. This has been shown to help close the
so-called ‘word gap’ – the gap in communication skills between disadvantaged
children and their peers when they start school.
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A new £5million scheme will be run by the Education Endowment Foundation
(EEF) to trial projects to provide practical tools and advice to parents so
they can help their children learn new words through simple steps like
reading and singing nursery rhymes.

Alongside this, an £8.5million programme has opened for local authorities to
fund projects to improve early language and literacy development for
disadvantaged children.

Education Secretary Damian Hinds said:

This Government wants every child to have the best start in life
which means mastering the basics of speaking, reading and writing
at an early age. It is important that parents and families can feel
confident about supporting their children so they can start school
with the appropriate level of language and social skills.

This new support will help parents with early language learning at
home by giving them practical advice on activities like reading and
learning the alphabet which are so important in making sure no
child is left behind.

Through the hard work of teachers and the government’s reforms, academic
standards are rising with 1.9 million more children in schools rated good or
outstanding than in 2010 and the attainment gap is narrowing in both primary
and secondary school. English children are also rising up the international
literacy league tables from an early age, helping to make Britain a country
fit for the future.

Despite this progress, too many children arrive at school struggling with
language and social skills, putting them at a disadvantage when they begin
their formal education and making it harder for them to master the
fundamentals of reading that other children take for granted.

Over the past 40 years, the amount of time parents spend on development
activities, such as playing and reading with their children has risen from 23
minutes per day to 80 minutes, but research shows that three year olds from
certain backgrounds are 37 percentage points less likely to be read to every
day than their peers.

The EEF will trial projects in the north of England, looking at what works
best in improving children’s communication skills at home before they begin
school, a key part of the government’s ambition to give every child the best
start in life.

The projects aim to give parents and carers the tools to widen children’s
language, vocabulary and social skills in the pre-school years to tackle the
‘word gap’ that exists between disadvantaged children and their better off
peers at age five, and there is evidence that shows this has a long term
effect on educational outcomes.



First announced in the government’s social mobility action plan Unlocking
Talent, Fulfilling Potential, published in December, these measures target
support in areas that need it the most – ensuring equality of opportunity for
children and young people and laying the foundations to give them an
excellent education.

Sir Kevan Collins, CEO of the Education Endowment Foundation, said:

Parents care very much about the future of their children, whatever
their background or wherever they come from. But it can sometimes
be difficult to get them involved in their child’s learning and we
know little about how to do this well.

By testing different ways of tackling issues like the early years
‘word gap’, this new fund will give us much needed information
about how we can give parents the tools they need to give their
child the very best start in life.

In a separate drive to aid social mobility, the government has also committed
£8.5million to a new Early Years Social Mobility Peer Review Programme with
the Local Government Association, which will see councils working together to
improve outcomes for disadvantaged children.

Councillor Roy Perry, Vice Chairman of the Local Government Association’s
Children and Young People Board, said:

We are very pleased that the Government has announced funding for a
new LGA peer review programme of sector-led support which will
share and promote good practice and knowledge across councils.

Councils are absolutely determined to make sure that children get
the best start in life. This is why we need to close ‘the word gap’
in the early years, by focussing on key early language and literacy
skills, so that all children can begin school ready to thrive.

Press release: PM calls with President
Macron and Chancellor Merkel: 29 April
2018

The Prime Minister held separate phone calls with the French President
Emmanuel Macron and the German Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday and this
morning.
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They discussed the importance of the Iran nuclear deal (Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action) as the best way of neutralising the threat of a nuclear-armed
Iran, agreeing that our priority as an international community remained
preventing Iran from developing a nuclear weapon.

They agreed that there were important elements that the deal does not cover,
but which we need to address – including ballistic missiles, what happens
when the deal expires, and Iran’s destabilising regional activity.

Acknowledging the importance of retaining the JCPoA, they committed to
continue working closely together and with the US on how to tackle the range
of challenges that Iran poses – including those issues that a new deal might
cover.

They also noted the vital importance of our steel and aluminium industries
and their concern about the impact of US tariffs. The leaders pledged to
continue to work closely with the rest of the EU and the US Administration
with the aim of a permanent exemption from US tariffs.

Finally, they all agreed on the value of continued engagement in the E3
format (Britain, France and Germany) to advance our shared interests and our
security.


