
Press release: AI company secures
£29.5 million investment for UK
expansion

The investment is set to offer a boost to the company who created 50 jobs in
London following assistance from the Department for International Trade’s
Global Entrepreneur Programme.

Engineer.ai’s ‘Builder’ is an AI-powered Software Assembly line which breaks
projects into small re-usable features that can be customised with human
interaction from around the world. In turn, this allows for the customisation
of high-quality software packages in a low-cost, and time-effective manner.

DIT’s Global Entrepreneur Programme helps overseas companies set up in the UK
with the offer of expert guidance and introductions to key investors within
industry. Since its beginnings, the programme has generated over 5,000 jobs
in the UK and raised over $1 billion of private investment for companies.

Engineer.ai’s founder, Sachin Dev Duggal will announce the investment from
the Web Summit in Lisbon, where he will meet Margot James, the Minister for
Digital and Creative Industries.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox MP said:

The UK is known across the globe for cutting edge innovation and
our world-class tech companies. It is because of companies like
Engineer.AI that last year the UK secured more tech venture capital
investment than Germany, France, Spain and Ireland combined.

My international economic department is working hard to help firms
go from startup to scale-up through initiatives like the Global
Entrepreneur Programme which gives guidance to budding
entrepreneurs around the world. The Programme has seen 900
entrepreneurs invest in the UK since 2005 – creating more than
5,000 high quality jobs and raising more than £1bn in venture
capital.

Sachin Dev Duggal, Founder of Engineer.ai said:

We created Engineer.ai so that everyone can build an idea without
learning to code. This investment round validates our approach of
making bespoke software effortless. The capital comes at a time of
rapid growth and will propel the platform into the mainstream,
allowing Builder to open the door for entire categories of
companies that could not consider it before.
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Engineer.ai launched in June 2018 and before the end of 2020, is projected to
pass the $100m revenue mark.

Minister for Digital Margot James MP said:

The UK is a haven for investment and Europe’s leading tech hub.
It’s fantastic to see another one of our innovative digital firms
raise the funding it needs to take a step to the next level.

We are working tirelessly to make the UK the best place in the
world to start and grow a digital business.

News story: Defence Minister praises
First World War heroes at reburial
service

Ahead of the centenary of the First World War, Defence Minister Tobias
Ellwood attended the burial of an unknown British soldier of the Lancashire
Fusiliers, alongside current serving members of the Fusiliers. The service
was organised by MOD’s Joint Casualty and Compassionate Centre (JCCC, part of
Defence Business Services) and held at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission
(CWGC) Tyne Cot Cemetery, near Ypres, Belgium. Two unknown Australian
soldiers who were found alongside their British comrade were also
commemorated.

Minister for Defence People and Veterans, Tobias Ellwood said:

We owe these soldiers a debt of gratitude for their sacrifice and
it is fitting that we can at last give them a deserved military
burial here in Belgium.

As we approach the 100th Anniversary of Armistice Day, it is a
poignant and timely reminder of the bravery of our Armed Forces.
Throughout our country’s history, they have given everything to
keep us safe, and continue to do so today at home and abroad.

Tracey Bowers, JCCC said:

It is right and fitting that this Fusilier is finally laid to rest
alongside his Australian comrades and they have been given a
dignified burial. Although over 100 years since they paid the

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-defence-minister-praises-first-world-war-heroes-at-reburial-service/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-defence-minister-praises-first-world-war-heroes-at-reburial-service/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-defence-minister-praises-first-world-war-heroes-at-reburial-service/


ultimate sacrifice we will always remember them.

The three soldiers were laid to rest by bearer parties formed from the Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers (for the British Fusilier) and the Australian Army,
which included a firing party from the UK and Australia. A band from the
Australian Armed Forces performed along with military buglers from both
countries.

The Reverend Stuart Richards CF, Chaplain to the 1st Battalion The Royal
Regiment of Fusiliers and Reverend Peter Friend, Chaplain (Group Captain)
Royal Australian Air Force jointly conducted a moving service.

The remains of the three soldiers were uncovered during civil engineering
works in May 2016, found lying side by side within what is believed to be a
World War One shell hole along the Vifwegesstraat, a road leading to the Tyne
Cot Cemetery. Artefacts found at the grave site included fragments from a
winter coat, shoulder titles of the Lancashire Fusiliers, service buttons,
British boots, a leather belt with four cap badges attached, a smoker’s pipe
and a pencil with inscription from Eagley Cricket Club near Bolton,
Lancashire.

Despite extensive research undertaken the JCCC has been unable to confirm the
identity of the British soldier due to the Regiment losing 200 men with only
a small percentage with known graves. However, JCCC’s research indicated that
the Lancashire Fusiliers were in the location as they engaged in the Third
Battle of Ypres – the Battle of Passchendaele, which took place between July
and November 1917.

The battle lasted a total of 105 days and the capturing of the village of
Passchendaele (now spelt Passendale) came at a terrible cost as it is
estimated that there were over 500,000 casualties, 42,000 of which were never
recovered. JCCC will continue to make enquiries about the case in the hope
that an identification may still be made in the future and his grave
rededicated to bear his name.

Press release: Works starts on reedbed
to filter water at Devon beauty spot

The sustainable scheme is designed to capture and filter water runoff from
the A38, nearby industrial sites and farmland before it enters the lake. The
water can carry pollutants such as oil and metal residue into the lake and
this has contributed to the poor water quality and reduced diversity of
wildlife.

We’re joining forces with Stover Country Park and Devon County Council to
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deliver the project, which is also supported by Natural England.

Around 3,800 square metres of reedbed will be planted upstream of the lake to
act as a natural barrier and filter pollutants. It will also provide varied
habitat for a range of wildlife. At the same time the park, which is
designated a Local Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), will be improving sustainable drainage at the site.

Highways England Project Manager Darren Painter said:

We are delighted to be able to work with our partners on such a
worthwhile environmental scheme. When completed, this work will
make Stover Park more enjoyable for visitors as well as tackling
pollution and providing valuable habitat for wildlife.

The twin reedbed system starts by providing a physical barrier to
polluted water, then following absorption, microbes work to break
down even more pollutants resulting in clearer water which will
help the lake to regenerate and flourish.

It is hoped that by reducing pollution, white-water lilies, not seen at the
lake since 2007, will once again cover the lake surface providing suitable
habitat for a variety of dragonflies and damselflies. The reedbeds themselves
will also support a range of birds, insects, reptiles, amphibians and mammals
such as water rail, hairy dragonfly, grass snake, Daubentons bat and otter.

A reedbed at Stover Lake

Rob Ballard, Ranger at Stover Country Park, said:

The construction of the reedbed system will help the regeneration
of the lake, its water plants and waterfowl. The creation of this
new habitat will enhance biodiversity, the landscape and improve
the SSSI status. Visitors and school groups will be able to view
the reed bed creation from a special interpretation viewing area.

Councillor Roger Croad, Devon County Council Cabinet Member with
responsibility for Environmental Services, added:

The County Council is rightly proud of Stover Country Park. It’s an
important habitat for wildlife and is extremely popular with
visitors so we want to ensure it provides the best possible
environment. This scheme will make a huge difference to the water
quality of the lake at Stover which will benefit everyone.

Diagram showing plans for Stover Lake reedbeds

Work at the site will start in late November 2018 and is expected to continue



for up to seven months. To create the reed bed 6,000 tonnes of soil will be
removed, and four varieties of reed native to the area will be planted.

For most of the construction work it will be necessary to close the cycle
path running through the park. Closures will be publicised in advance and
posters showing a diversion route will be on display.

Some of the existing on road drainage will be modified to connect with the
reed beds which will involve an expected eight nights of closures on the A38
or the roundabout slip roads.

We’re committed to a national Biodiversity Plan which is being supported by a
£30 million national investment programme over the next five years.

The plan recognises road verges and associated land can be managed to provide
areas of habitat, relatively free from human access, that may be scarce in
the surrounding landscape.

These road verges can also be used to connect fragmented habitats in the
wider landscape, enabling plant and animal populations to move and interact,
and so become stronger and more resilient.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.
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habitat for a range of wildlife. At the same time the park, which is
designated a Local Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI), will be improving sustainable drainage at the site.

Highways England Project Manager Darren Painter said:

We are delighted to be able to work with our partners on such a
worthwhile environmental scheme. When completed, this work will
make Stover Park more enjoyable for visitors as well as tackling
pollution and providing valuable habitat for wildlife.

The twin reedbed system starts by providing a physical barrier to
polluted water, then following absorption, microbes work to break
down even more pollutants resulting in clearer water which will
help the lake to regenerate and flourish.

It is hoped that by reducing pollution, white-water lilies, not seen at the
lake since 2007, will once again cover the lake surface providing suitable
habitat for a variety of dragonflies and damselflies. The reedbeds themselves
will also support a range of birds, insects, reptiles, amphibians and mammals
such as water rail, hairy dragonfly, grass snake, Daubentons bat and otter.
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The construction of the reedbed system will help the regeneration
of the lake, its water plants and waterfowl. The creation of this
new habitat will enhance biodiversity, the landscape and improve
the SSSI status. Visitors and school groups will be able to view
the reed bed creation from a special interpretation viewing area.

Councillor Roger Croad, Devon County Council Cabinet Member with
responsibility for Environmental Services, added:

The County Council is rightly proud of Stover Country Park. It’s an
important habitat for wildlife and is extremely popular with
visitors so we want to ensure it provides the best possible
environment. This scheme will make a huge difference to the water
quality of the lake at Stover which will benefit everyone.
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Work at the site will start in late November 2018 and is expected to continue
for up to seven months. To create the reed bed 6,000 tonnes of soil will be
removed, and four varieties of reed native to the area will be planted.

For most of the construction work it will be necessary to close the cycle
path running through the park. Closures will be publicised in advance and
posters showing a diversion route will be on display.
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reed beds which will involve an expected eight nights of closures on the A38
or the roundabout slip roads.

We’re committed to a national Biodiversity Plan which is being supported by a
£30 million national investment programme over the next five years.

The plan recognises road verges and associated land can be managed to provide
areas of habitat, relatively free from human access, that may be scarce in
the surrounding landscape.

These road verges can also be used to connect fragmented habitats in the
wider landscape, enabling plant and animal populations to move and interact,
and so become stronger and more resilient.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Bristol car thief’s
sentence ‘unduly lenient’

A man who carried out a series of violent offences has had his sentence
increased after the Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, referred it to
the Court of Appeal as unduly lenient.

Aaron John Scrase, 20, and an accomplice attempted to steal a Porsche from a
drive in St Hilary Close, Bristol. When the owner confronted them, Scrase
attacked him with a wrench. The pair later stole a Mini, and used this to rob
a cyclist of his belongings. On another occasion, Scrase stole alcohol from a
shop on a petrol station forecourt and, when a member of staff intervened,
joined his accomplices in punching and kicking him. He was also sentenced for
separate offences of car theft and a burglary at a newsagents.

Scrase was originally sentenced at Bristol Crown Court in August, where he
was given 1 year 11 months detention in a Young Offender Institution. Today,
after the Solicitor General’s referral, the Court of Appeal increased his
sentence to 4 years 6 months detention.

Commenting on the sentence increase, the Solicitor General said:
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“Scrase carried out a number of offences, terrorising victims in the Bristol
area. It is important that crimes like these are not taken too lightly. The
Court of Appeal’s decision today makes that clear.”


