
Press release: Governments agree plans
to work together on UK frameworks

The ninth Joint Ministerial Committee (EU Negotiations) met today in 70
Whitehall. The meeting was chaired by the Rt Hon David Lidington MP,
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister for the Cabinet Office.

The attending Ministers were:

From the UK Government: the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster and Minister
for the Cabinet Office, Rt Hon David Lidington MP; the Secretary of State for
Exiting the EU, Rt Hon David Davis MP; the Secretary of State for Northern
Ireland, Rt Hon Karen Bradley MP; the Secretary of State for Wales, Rt Hon
Alun Cairns MP; the Secretary of State for Scotland, Rt Hon David Mundell MP;
the Minister for the Constitution, Chloe Smith MP; the Parliamentary Under
Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, Robin Walker MP.

From the Welsh Government: the Cabinet Secretary for Finance, Mark Drakeford
AM.

From the Scottish Government: the Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s
Place in Europe, Michael Russell MSP.

Dr Andrew McCormick, Director General International Relations from the
Northern Ireland Civil Service attended the meeting in the continued absence
of a Northern Ireland Executive.

The Chair opened the meeting by summarising the constructive Ministerial and
official level engagement that had taken place since the Committee last met.

The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU provided an update on negotiations,
including the March meeting of European Council and the agreement reached on
the terms of the Implementation Period. The Committee discussed the UK
Government’s paper on the Devolved Administrations’ role in the negotiations.
The Committee noted this paper.

The Committee discussed the EU (Withdrawal) Bill.

The Committee noted the need for continued engagement on common frameworks
and agreed plans for the next phase of multilateral official level
discussions in a range of areas where frameworks may be required, with
progress to be considered at the next meeting.
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Press release: Statement from UK on
President Abbas’ comments

At a highly sensitive time in the region, when we must all look forwards and
work urgently towards a resolution of the longstanding issues between Israel
and the Palestinian people, the fundamentals of peace cannot be built on
views of the Holocaust which fly in the face of history. Palestinian
President Abbas’s comments at the Palestinian National Congress were deeply
concerning. Any attempt to justify or explain away any element of the
Holocaust is unacceptable.

President Abbas has shown a commitment to non-violence and a two-state
solution. But his recent rhetoric does not serve the interests of the
Palestinian people and is deeply unhelpful to the cause of peace.

News story: Professor Lynn Gladden
selected as Executive Chair of the
Engineering and Physical Sciences
Research Council

Professor Lynn Gladden, CBE, FRS, FREng has been selected to take up the new
role within UK Research and Innovation (UKRI) in October in succession to
Professor Philip Nelson who will step down at the end of September.

Professor Lynn Gladden is currently Shell Professor of Chemical Engineering
at the University of Cambridge. Professor Gladden is internationally
recognised for her work on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) methods which
have benefited a wide array of industrial processes and contributed to a
range of products and process technologies across multiple sectors.

UKRI is the main mechanism that promotes the UK’s unrivalled strengths in
research and innovation both at home and around the world, and is at the core
of our modern Industrial Strategy to ensure that we continue to make the most
of our world-leading R&D sector and provide support for our researchers and
scientists.

EPSRC is the UK’s main funder for research across the engineering and
physical sciences. EPSRC supports excellent, long-term research and high-
quality postgraduate training, in order to contribute to the economic
competitiveness of the UK.
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Professor Gladden said:

EPSRC science delivers world-leading, original thinking in
mathematics, physical sciences and engineering that transforms the
world we live in, and I am honoured to have been selected to be its
new Executive Chair.

This is an exciting time to lead EPSRC. In particular, the
formation of UK Research and Innovation offers opportunities for
EPSRC science and thinking to expand into new fields through
collaboration with partner Councils, and to explore new ways of
working to deliver the UK’s Industrial Strategy.

Sir Mark Walport, UKRI CEO, said:

Professor Lynn Gladden is a world-leading chemical engineer. Her
ground-breaking work in academia coupled with her strong
collaborations with industry makes her the ideal candidate to lead
EPSRC and ensure the wider success of UK Research and Innovation.

Lynn will build on the successes of her predecessor, Professor
Philip Nelson, who I would like to thank for his exceptional
leadership of EPSRC over the last four years and the crucial role
he has played in the creation of UK Research and Innovation.

Professor Gladden is Shell Professor of Chemical Engineering in the
Department of Chemical Engineering & Biotechnology at the University of
Cambridge. Her research has focussed on advancing magnetic resonance imaging
techniques, originally developed for use in the medical environment, and
using them in engineering research to gain greater understanding of the
physical and chemical phenomena that determine the performance of chemical
processes and their resulting products. In addition to her own research,
Professor Gladden has held a number of research oversight roles in the UK and
abroad, and has also been Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Research at Cambridge. She
is currently a Judge for the Queen Elizabeth Prize for Engineering.

News story: Civil news: notification
letters for HPCDS tender bids

We have started to notify organisations of the outcome of their tenders to
deliver work under the Housing Possession Court Duty Scheme (HPCDS).

This follows:
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the passing of the deadline for tenders for HPCDS contracts on 11
December 2017

notifications sent to bidders in January 2018 telling them whether they
had been shortlisted for HPCDS contracts

This is earlier than we stated in the Information For Applicants. However, we
did say that if we could conclude the assessment earlier then we would notify
applicants as soon as possible. This was set out in our tender update of 28
February 2018.

How will these notifications be made?

We will use the e-Tendering system from 3 May 2018 to start notifying
organisations shortlisted for the next stage of the tender process back in
January.

There are four scheme areas where the assessment process is ongoing and we
will not be notifying the outcomes at this time. Applicants in the affected
areas have been contacted to confirm this and will be notified of the outcome
as soon as possible.

With the exception of these scheme areas, we expect notification to have been
completed by Tuesday 8 May 2018. Applicants who have bid for HPCDS contracts
and have not been notified by Wednesday 9 May should contact us through the
e-Tendering message board.

When will services begin?

Services under new HPCDS contracts will begin on 1 October 2018.

How long will the contracts last?

Each contract will initially run until 30 September 2021, with an option for
the LAA to extend for up to a further 2 years.

What will happen next?

Following notifications, the LAA will work with successful organisations to
complete the verification process described in the letter of notification
through the Bravo system.

However, organisations are reminded that contract awards are conditional on
satisfactory bid verifications. Each applicant is responsible for providing
all the necessary evidence they meet the verification requirements as out in
the notification letter.

Further information

Civil 2018 contracts tender – to find out more about the tender process

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/civil-2018-contracts-tender


Press release: PM meeting with António
Guterres: 2 May 2018

The Prime Minister met the United Nations Secretary General, António
Guterres, in Downing Street yesterday for bilateral talks.

The PM and the Secretary General agreed that they were meeting at a time of
considerable challenge to the international rules based system. They
discussed the recent use of chemical weapons in Syria, and the need to
establish an independent investigation and attribution mechanism to deter
future use. They also agreed it was important to defend the rules based
system, including challenges to the wider non-proliferation system.

The Secretary General thanked the Prime Minister for the UK’s valuable
support for the UN’s humanitarian efforts, including those in Somalia, Yemen,
and Democratic Republic of the Congo. The Prime Minister said that the UK was
committed to continuing our leading role on international development and
humanitarian assistance, and supporting the efforts of the UN.

The pair noted the positive outcome of last month’s Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting at which leaders committed to ensuring 12 years of quality
education and learning for all across the Commonwealth, and the Secretary
General welcomed the UK’s leadership on global education.

The Secretary General also noted the UK’s work to counter modern slavery and
the UN’s commitment to action on this. The Prime Minister welcomed the
Secretary General’s efforts, and said that she would continue to call on
countries to commit to the Call to Action on modern slavery, which she
launched at the UN in September last year.
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