Press release: PM announces £3 million
to support creative projects in the
Northern Powerhouse

The funding, which follows an Industrial Strategy sector deal for the
creative industries earlier this year, will mean arts projects and
enterprises which support their local communities, in areas including
Cumbria, Manchester, Lancashire, Leeds, Liverpool, Sheffield and Yorkshire,
can apply for £150,000 of government funding. This could include projects
using theatre to improve child literacy or art workshops for disabled people
or the elderly.

This follows the announcement earlier in the year that the government will
commit £11 million through the Northern Cultural Regeneration Fund to support
three major cultural projects in Blackpool, Bradford and the Lake District.
Both funds will help build a legacy for the Great Exhibition of the North:
showcasing the very best of art and design in the region.

The Prime Minister made the announcement at No 10 where she welcomed
publishers, artists, actors, directors of art galleries and theatres and
craftspeople to celebrate the contribution of creative industries to all
parts of the UK. To showcase the sector’s success, companies including Warner
Bros, bespoke shoe makers Carréducker, furniture designers Angus Ross, denim
manufacturer Hiut Denim and Mourne Textiles exhibited their products in
Downing Street.

Speaking to the audience at the reception, which included guests from
Universal Music, the Natural History Museum, the National Gallery, Pinewood
Studios and the National Theatre, the Prime Minister praised the creative
industries which contribute £92 billion to the UK economy, providing work for
more than two million people right across the country.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

Our creative industries are at the heart of what makes Britain
great, from the big screen to the local gallery. Our films
captivate audiences the world over, our fashion designers surprise
and delight, our architects are shaping skylines and cityscapes on
every continent. In publishing, in music, in advertising and more,
every day our creative industries fly the flag for Britain on the
global stage.

Today, I'm delighted to announce a £3 million fund that will
provide a new source of finance for creative and cultural
organisations across the Northern Powerhouse. Offering a mix of
grants and loans, the social investment fund will be open to non-
profit, community-based organisations that deliver a positive
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social impact as part of our modern industrial strategy.

Arts Minister Michael Ellis said:

Britain’'s creative industries are an economic and cultural
powerhouse that is recognised around the world.

This new fund is another vote of confidence in the sector that will
develop future talent, benefit communities and provide a lasting
legacy from the Great Exhibition of the North.

The new fund builds on the £150 million invested by government and industry
through the ambitious Industrial Strategy deal for the creative industries,
spreading success and making the sector fit to face the future.

The power of culture and creative industries to boost economic growth is
evident across the country. In Hull nearly 800 jobs have been created and
almost £220 million invested in Hull’s tourism and cultural sectors since the
city was named UK City of Culture 2017.

Before attending the event, President and Managing Director, Warner Bros.
Entertainment UK and Ireland Josh Berger said:

Warner Bros. is proud to be a part of Britain’'s world-class
creative industries sector as a major investor in film, television,
video games, theatre, and production facilities. Today'’'s reception
celebrates the growth and innovation of the industry and
demonstrates the government’s continued support for the incredible
creative talent we have across the UK.

Deborah Carré & James Ducker, Directors of Carréducker said:

We were thrilled to be invited to Number 10 this afternoon and feel
it is a validation of our hard work over the last 14 years. We
think that small to medium sized businesses like Carréducker are a
vital drivers of the creative industries in the UK and their
contribution to the economy is proven, both in the domestic and
international markets where our products and services are sold

Carréducker and businesses like ours help to give the UK its
reputation in the world as a centre of excellence for both design
and craft. Creativity is a vital driver of British industry and we
are delighted that it is being recognised in this way.



Press release: Statement on first
parliamentary elections in Lebanon
since 2009

I welcome Lebanon’s first parliamentary elections since 2009, which took
place on 6 May. I was pleased to see that the elections took place peacefully
and in an orderly way, and I hope that the recommendations of the electoral
observer missions will be acted on.

The United Kingdom remains steadfast in its commitment to Lebanon’s
stability, security and prosperity. I hope that Lebanon’s political leaders,
following the announcement of the election results, move swiftly to form a
new government to address the crucial issues facing the country. I welcome
calls from political leaders to carry out celebrations in a calm and peaceful
manner.

The next government will have the important task of protecting Lebanon’s
stability and security by: robustly implementing the policy of disassociation
from regional conflict; abiding by the provisions of all relevant UN Security
Council Resolutions, in particular 1559 and 1701; and ensuring that the
state’s legitimate security institutions hold the monopoly on the use of
force.

We also look forward to the next government making rapid progress on
implementing the commitments to economic reform made at the CEDRE Conference
(Conférence économique pour le développement, par les réformes et avec les
entreprises) in Paris on 6 April, and working with the international
community on the approach to the many refugees from Syria hosted by Lebanon,
as set out in the Lebanon Partnership Paper jointly agreed at the Brussels
Conference on 24 and 25 April.

The United Kingdom will remain a strong partner of Lebanon as it addresses
the crucial challenges ahead.

News story: Witness appeal

The Marine Accident Investigation Branch (MAIB) is appealing for witnesses
with photographs or videos of an accident involving fishing vessel Laura
Jane. The boat capsized close to Mountbatten breakwater, Plymouth at about
1330 on Bank Holiday Monday, 7 May.
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Contact us by email at maib@dft.gov.uk or via our 24-hour reporting line, 023
8023 2527.

News story: Extension of Countryside
Stewardship payment claim deadline

The Countryside Stewardship (CS) claim deadline is being extended by one
month to 15 June 2018. This means CS agreement holders have an extra month to
submit their CS annual claim. The original deadline for Natural England to
receive these by was 15 May 2018.

The claim deadline extension does not apply to Environmental Stewardship
claims or Basic Payment Scheme 2018 applications; both of these must be
submitted by 15 May to avoid late claim penalties.

Farmers and land managers who are waiting for their CS agreement offer will
be notified soon about whether or not their application was successful.
Natural England is working to send out the remaining agreement offers by the
end of May, and successful candidates will need to accept their agreements
and send in a claim by 15 June.

Natural England is writing to all Countryside Stewardship agreement holders
and applicants awaiting their agreement to inform them of the one month
extension. The extra month also means that customers who need to make any
changes to the maps on their agreement offer or raise any other queries with
Natural England have time to do so.

Press release: Minister for Europe
statement on election of new Armenian
Prime Minister

I am pleased that a solution to the political situation in Armenia has been
found, via negotiation and through the Parliament, and congratulate Nikol
Pashinyan on his election as Armenia’s new Prime Minister.

It is to the credit of all involved that events over the last three weeks
have unfolded peacefully and largely without incident.

It is important that the restraint and statesmanship shown by all parties
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continues and that the political process moves forward, based on solid
constitutional and legal foundations.

In my two visits to Armenia in the last 12 months, I have seen first-hand the
country’s rich history, and its huge potential. I was particularly impressed
by the many young people I met, who are determined to build a bright future
for Armenia.

The UK, as a longstanding friend of Armenia, stands ready to support its
efforts to strengthen its democracy, deliver good governance, and improve
economic opportunities for all.



