
Press release: Press statement –
Progress on the UK’s exit from, and
future relationship with, the European
Union

The United Kingdom and the European Union negotiating teams have reached
agreement in principle on the Withdrawal Agreement. The terms of the UK’s
departure on 29 March 2019 have been established, providing a smooth exit and
orderly transition to the future relationship for people, businesses and
organisations across our country.

The two sides have also agreed an outline of the Political Declaration on the
future relationship, which sets out the broad structure, scope and objectives
for the UK’s future partnership with the EU.

Negotiations will now continue to finalise the full Political Declaration for
review by the Prime Minister, and the leaders of the EU27.

Published 14 November 2018

Press release: FCO Minister statement
on Rohingya Repatriation to Burma

I am deeply concerned by the plans to begin repatriation of Rohingya refugees
from Bangladesh to Burma in the coming days. The United Nations and other
international organisations have been clear that conditions for the Rohingya
to return to Burma have not yet been met. Violence and impunity persist in
Rakhine and refugees continue to flee Burma.

The UK has consistently emphasized that the repatriation of any Rohingya
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refugees to Burma must be voluntary, safe, dignified, sustainable and uphold
their human rights.

Along with many other nations, the UK recognises the way that the people of
Bangladesh and the government of Bangladesh have handled one of the biggest
humanitarian crises of our time, despite the great hardships this has placed
on their own people.

We call on the Governments of Bangladesh and Burma to uphold the
internationally recognised principles of voluntary, safe and dignified
return, and urge the Government of Burma to guarantee the necessary
safeguards for and protection of any returning Rohingya refugees. Ensuring
safe freedom of movement, equal rights, access to health and education
services, as well as citizenship for all Rohingya is essential.

We continue to call on the Government of Burma to grant full and unimpeded
access for UN and international organizations, as well as international
observers, to monitor and assess any future repatriation efforts.

Press release: FCO Minister statement
on Rohingya Repatriation to Burma

Minister for Asia and Pacific Mark Field deeply concerned by reports of
premature Rohingya repatriation efforts.

News story: UK leads Northern Group
response to disinformation

Armed Forces Minister Mark Lancaster led discussions on the subject, stating
the importance of getting on the front foot against disinformation and
warning that the threat of hostile and brazen disinformation is increasing.

Armed Forces Minister Mark Lancaster said:

As NATO’s biggest exercise in a decade draws to a close, it is
clear we are best equipped to deterring threats when working side
by side with allies and partners.
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However, we face more than just the conventional threats of old,
which is why the UK plays a leading role in all areas of defence
including debunking the kind of hostile disinformation we saw from
Russia following the tragic attack in Salisbury.

Ministers from the 12 Northern Group nations recognised the value in sharing
their own experiences of tackling disinformation as well as acting in unity
against future fake news campaigns. It was also made clear that the work
undertaken by the Northern Group strategic communications experts will
complement the existing activity of NATO, the EU, and the Joint Expeditionary
Force.

The Northern Group is a UK initiative which aims to promote more coherent,
efficient and effective defence and security co-operation in northern Europe.
It comprises 12 nations; Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Iceland, Latvia,
Lithuania, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Sweden and the UK – all of which
contributed to NATO Exercise Trident Juncture.

Press release: Portreath sea wall
repair work starts

The Environment Agency will start repair work on Portreath sea wall this
Thursday (15 November).
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