
Press release: Major flood scheme
construction underway

Environment Agency construction work gathers pace on the major flood scheme
for Perry Barr and Witton, near Birmingham. The £32 million project will
reduce flood risk for 1,400 properties currently at risk of flooding from the
River Tame, including 950 homes.

The Environment Agency carried out a sod-cutting ceremony to mark progression
into the main construction of the second phase. The event was attended by
Chair of the Environment Agency Emma Howard Boyd. The flood defence scheme
has been developed in partnership with Birmingham City Council and Sandwell
Metropolitan Borough Council. The partnership ensures that disruption to the
park users is minimised and that the local community are kept informed
through construction.

The scheme, costing just over £32 million, is part of the Environment
Agency’s programme of £2.6 billion investment into flood defences across the
country. The scheme was made possible through funding contributions from
Birmingham City Council, Regional Flood and Coastal Committee, Arts Council
and crowd-funding.

The formal start to the second phase of the scheme was coupled with a tour of
the Perry Barr and Witton Flood Risk Management Scheme. This phase of the
scheme, will provide additional flood storage at Forge Mill in Sandwell
Valley, which is upstream of Perry Barr and Witton, and will control the flow
of flood water downstream. Work in the Country Park will include new fencing
for improved animal pens at Forge Mill Farm, extending it as a visitor
attraction. There will also be improvements to the entrance into the park for
pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders entering from the Old Newton Road.

The main aspects of this phase include the building of the new embankment,
installation of the river outlet and temporarily re-diverting the river.

The first phase of the scheme was completed in spring 2017. Improvements were
made to the existing upstream flood storage area at Perry Hall Playing Fields
along with improvement works in Perry Barr and Witton, including wall repairs
and wall raising along Brookvale Road, construction of walls along Tame Road
and installation of a flood gate at the Atlas Industrial Estate entrance.
These measures in isolation would not provide a big enough reduction in flood
risk, so Phase 2 will provide the necessary flood water storage during a
major flood, such as that experienced in 2007.

Emma Howard Boyd, chair of the Environment Agency, said:

It’s great to see first-hand work starting at Perry Barr and Witton
– a fantastic scheme which not only proves the value of partnership
working but which also promises to improve public spaces too. A
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keen cyclist myself, I’m pleased to see that as well as reducing
flood risk the project will improve cycle paths and parkland in the
area – a win-win for everyone.

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

This excellent new scheme will better protect 1,400 more properties
from flooding and will improve access to the wonderful Sandwell
Valley Country Park for both local residents and tourists.

With funding coming from the government, local councils, the Arts
Council and crowd funders, this project is a great example of how
by working together, we can help protect our communities and
improve our environment.

The scheme is due to complete in spring 2020.

Along with flood defences and flood management schemes, knowing your flood
risk is also important when protecting your family and property from
flooding. People can check their risk and register to receive free flood
warnings by visiting GOV.UK or calling Floodline on 0345 988 1188.

Notice: YO61 2SA, Wot-An-Egg Limited:
environmental permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Wot-An-Egg Limited
Installation name: Broomfield Farm
Permit number: EPR/UP3232JY/A001

Notice: DN36 5TY, Annyalla Chicks (UK)
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Broilers Limited: environmental permit
issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and the decision document for:

Operator name: Annyalla Chicks (UK) Broilers Limited
Installation name: Thoresby Bridge Farm
Permit number: EPR/PP3735JK/A001

Policy paper: Oil and gas taxation:
transferable tax history and retention
of decommissioning expenditure

Updated: Draft guidance for Petroleum Revenue Tax and transferable tax
history have been added.

This measure provides a transferable tax history (TTH) mechanism for oil and
gas companies operating on the UK Continental Shelf (UKCS) and amends the
Petroleum Revenue Tax (PRT) rules on retained decommissioning costs.

Press release: Boss banned after
construction company breaches health
and safety regulations

Michael Allen, 64 of Ashbourne, Derbyshire, was a director of Allen and Hunt
Construction Engineers Limited, a specialist company in manufacturing and
erecting steel-framed agricultural and industrial buildings.

In July 2014, one of Allen and Hunt Construction Engineers Limited’s workers
was carrying out repairs on a farm building in Buxton, when they fell through
the roof and suffered life-changing injuries.
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An investigation was carried out by the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) and
they found that Allen and Hunt Construction Engineers Limited breached
several health and safety regulations.

Among several breaches, HSE found that the company failed to carry out health
and safety plans for the site in Buxton, did not properly train the employee
to carry out fragile roof work and equipment was inadequate and insufficient
for the risks posed.

As a result of court proceedings the company was found to be in breech of
three counts of the working at heights regulations and was fined £274,671 in
November 2016.

However, Allen and Hunt Construction Engineers Limited went into liquidation
in December 2016 and Michael Allen told investigators that the business
closed down because it could not afford to pay the fine imposed by the court.

But further investigations by the Insolvency Service found that after the
accident and to allow for a clear division between fabrication and
installation activities, a new company was incorporated in October 2014. The
new company carried out fabrication services, while the installation side of
the business was wound down.

And if the fabrication contracts had remained within Allen and Hunt
Construction Engineers Limited, the original company, there would have been
sufficient funds to pay the fine.

The Secretary of State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy has since
accepted a disqualification undertaking from Michael Allen.

Effective from 27 June 2018, he is now banned from directly or indirectly
becoming involved, without the permission of the court, in the promotion,
formation or management of a company for 6 years.

Dave Elliott, Chief Investigator for the Insolvency Service, said:

Michael Allen had a lack of regard for the workers, which
unfortunately resulted in a horrific injury for one person.

Directors who fail to adhere to health and safety regulations to
protect their employees and then fail to pay the fine can expect to
face the consequences of a period of disqualification.

Michael Allen, date of birth is February 1954, is known to have resided in
Ashbourne.

Allen and Hunt Construction Engineers Limited (CRO No.02832623) was
incorporated on 02 July 1993 and traded from Derbyshire manufacturing and
erecting steel framed agricultural and industrial buildings.



Michael Allen was a director from 02 July 1993 until the company went into
liquidation on 22 December 2016. The estimated deficiency as regards
creditors and shareholders was £217,833.

On 6 June 2018 the Secretary of State accepted a Disqualification Undertaking
from Michael Allen, effective from 27 June 2018, for a period of 6 years. The
matters of unfitness that were accepted were that:

On 30 July 2014, Michael Allen failed to ensure that Allen and Hunt
Construction Engineers Limited complied with its obligations under
the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and as a result an employee
fell through the roof of a barn and sustained serious and life
changing injuries.

Disqualification

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings.

Persons subject to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other
restrictions.

The Insolvency Service (England and Wales)

The Insolvency Service, an executive agency sponsored by the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), administers the insolvency
regime, and aims to deliver and promote a range of investigation and
enforcement activities both civil and criminal in nature, to support fair and
open markets. We do this by effectively enforcing the statutory company and
insolvency regimes, maintaining public confidence in those regimes and
reducing the harm caused to victims of fraudulent activity and to the
business community, including dealing with the disqualification of directors
in corporate failures.

BEIS’ mission is to build a dynamic and competitive UK economy that works for
all, in particular by creating the conditions for business success and
promoting an open global economy. The Criminal Investigations and
Prosecutions team contributes to this aim by taking action to deter fraud and
to regulate the market. They investigate and prosecute a range of offences,
primarily relating to personal or company insolvencies.

The agency also authorises and regulates the insolvency profession, assesses
and pays statutory entitlement to redundancy payments when an employer cannot
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or will not pay employees, provides banking and investment services for
bankruptcy and liquidation estate funds and advises ministers and other
government departments on insolvency law and practice.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/insolvency-service

