
Press release: Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt statement on the Matthew
Hedges case in UAE

Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt said:

I am deeply shocked and disappointed by the verdict today. I have
personally raised the case of Matthew Hedges at the highest levels
of the UAE government, including during my visit to Abu Dhabi on 12
November. On that occasion, I spoke to Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed and Foreign Minister Abdullah bin Zayed.

However, today’s verdict is not what we expect from a friend and
trusted partner of the United Kingdom and runs contrary to earlier
assurances. Our consular officials have been in close contact with
Matthew Hedges and his family. We will continue to do everything
possible to support him.

I have repeatedly made clear that the handling of this case by the
UAE authorities will have repercussions for the relationship
between our two countries, which has to be built on trust. I regret
the fact that we have reached this position and I urge the UAE to
reconsider.

Further information
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News story: Maritime training
deployments to deepen UK-Ukraine
defence partnership

The UK and Ukraine will continue to strengthen their defence partnership in
the face of intensifying threats and aggression, the Defence Secretary
reaffirmed today.

In a meeting with the visiting Ukrainian Defence Minister General Stepan
Poltorak, Gavin Williamson announced a range of forthcoming deployments and
exercises that will see the two countries’ Armed Forces continue to work
together in defence of the international rules-based order.

Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson said:

As long as Ukraine faces Russian hostilities, it will find a
steadfast partner in the United Kingdom. By continuing to work
together, whether through training programmes or military
exercises, we help Ukraine to stand up for our shared values.

Those values of freedom and democracy cannot be traded. I have
witnessed on the frontline the effects of the conflict in the East
and this has completely reinforced my support for Ukraine’s
sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity.

Minister of Defence of Ukraine General Stepan Poltorak said:

The United Kingdom is a valued partner that has supported Ukraine’s
Armed Forces for the last four years in the face of Russian
aggression. As we fight to defend our territory, the offer of
extended support from the UK Armed Forces is vitally important and
gratefully received.

The Defence Secretary announced at the meeting that HMS Echo would deploy to
the Black Sea in 2019 to demonstrate the UK’s support to ensuring freedom of
navigation in the region.

It was also confirmed that, in January and February next year, training teams
– made up of personnel from the Royal Navy, Royal Marines and the Army – will
deploy to Ukraine as part of the extension to the UK’s military training
operation announced by Gavin Williamson on his visit to the country in
September.

The UK and Ukrainian Armed Forces will gain another opportunity to develop
capability and share expertise when UK contributes to the US-Ukrainian led
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Exercise Sea Breeze next year.

While visiting Ukraine in September, where he visited the east of the country
to see first-hand the effects of the ongoing conflict, the Defence Secretary
announced that the UK would be extending its military training programme,
delivered through Operation Orbital, until 2020.

Since the start of 2015, British personnel have trained over 9,500 of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces.

News story: Fishing company and
skipper ordered to pay £37,926 for
fisheries offences

Ellie Adhamh (WD206) is an Irish registered 25 metre fishing vessel operated
by R & E Fishing Limited (Ireland). The court heard how the Royal Navy
boarded the vessel during a routine patrol in the Celtic Sea on 29 April
2018. The Boarding Officer checked the vessel’s documentation, fish room and
gear and a number of offences were found. The vessel was then detained to
Newlyn for further investigation by the MMO.

Six charges were brought before the court, including undersized net offences,
incorrect operation of the electronic logbook and under recording of three
quota species.

R & E Fishing and skipper Dan Cullimore both pleaded guilty to all charges.

Sentencing the defendants, District Judge (Magistrates Courts) Cooper said
that the defendants had been negligent in failing to ensure they had
appropriate systems in place to prevent the offences occurring.

R & E Fishing was fined £32,000, ordered to pay £4,416.62 in costs and a
victim surcharge of £170. Dan Cullimore was fined £1,100, ordered to pay £200
in costs and a victim surcharge of £40.

A spokesperson for the MMO said:

This offending took place in the Biologically Sensitive Area and
using undersized gear not only jeopardises the chance of fish
stocks replenishing but gives the vessel an unfair advantage over
those fishing in the same area who are compliant with the rules.

The rules on the accuracy of electronic logbook entries are also
very important. If vessels fail to record their data accurately
this increases the chances of unrecorded catches occurring and
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risks fish not being taken into account for quota uptake figures,
which puts the future of the fishing industry at risk if over
fishing occurs.

Press release: Joint Statement of the
Ministry of Defence of United Kingdom
and Ukraine

Joint Statement of the Ministry of Defence of Ukraine and the Ministry of
Defence of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Press release: Joint Statement of the
Ministry of Defence of United Kingdom
and Ukraine

The Ministry of Defence of Ukraine and the Ministry of Defence of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (herein referred to as the
Participants),

expressing the mutual will to continue bilateral cooperation and
strengthen relations in the defence sphere,

aiming at developing cooperation by enhancing efforts to support peace,
stability and security in the whole of Europe and Euro-Atlantic area,
given the changing nature of modern challenges and threats,

following the meeting of the Minister of Defence of Ukraine and the
Secretary of State for Defence of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland held on 21 November 2018 in London

Stress that the aggression towards Ukraine by the Russian Federation is a
direct threat to Euro-Atlantic security and a challenge to the existing
system of international relations;
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Underline that the ongoing breach of ceasefire arrangements by Russian backed
formations and other illegal groups leads to daily losses among the Ukrainian
military and civil population, and urge Russia and its proxies to commit to
full implementation of the Minsk Agreements, beginning with a comprehensive
ceasefire and withdrawal of heavy weaponry; Condemn the increased military
presence of the Russian Federation around Ukraine’s borders, in the
territories of Donetsk and Luhansk regions, and in the illegally seized
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, and the Russian Federation’s destabilising
actions in the area of the Black Sea and the Sea of Azov; Agree to deepen
cooperation in countering Russia’s aggression, malign activity and abuse of
the rules-based international system in Ukraine, in the UK and elsewhere.

The Ministry of Defence of the United Kingdom: Stresses complete and
unconditional support of Ukraine’s sovereignty, independence and territorial
integrity; and Assures continuous support for Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic
aspiration, primarily the process of increasing the capability of the
Ukrainian Armed Forces through implementation of Ukraine’s Defence Reform
programme as outlined in the Strategic Defence Bulletin

The Ministry of Defence of Ukraine confirm their decisive will to continue
reforming the Defence Sector in accordance with the principles and approaches
adopted in the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO).

The Participants have committed to implement the following types of further
cooperation: – Maintain continuous dialogue between the Defence Ministries of
the two nations; – Improve cooperation in cyber, hybrid defence and defence
intelligence; – Increase UK advisory assistance available to Ukraine; and –
Augment the military diplomatic representation of the United Kingdom in
Ukraine.

The Participants have agreed to increase cooperation along the following
priority lines: – Deliver operational level training through increased UK
presence under Op ORBITAL – Develop future capabilities of the Ukrainian
Armed Forces, in particular in the Maritime and Air domains; – Support the
change in quality and content of military education in Ukraine, drawing on
advisory assistance from British experts; – increase military-technical
cooperation, seeking to establish closer collaboration between the defence
industries of the two nations; – Seek to support the development of military
infrastructure.

The Minister of Defence of Ukraine and the Secretary of State for Defence of
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland have agreed to
continue bilateral dialogue in 2019. The above Joint Statement is not legally
binding.


