National Statistics: Woodland Area,
Planting and Restocking: 2018 Edition

This release contains provisional statistics on UK woodland area, certified
woodland area, and areas of new planting and restocking. These statistics are
used to inform government policy and resource allocation, to provide context
to UK forestry and land management issues and are reported to international
organisations. Figures for certified woodland areas are often used as an
indicator of sustainable forest management. However, it should be noted that
woodland that is not certified may also be managed sustainably.

Guidance: Energy Entrepreneurs Fund:
phase 7

Updated: Applications have now closed.

Applications and expressions of interest have now closed.

Phase 7 of the Energy Entrepreneurs Fund, a competitive funding scheme to
support the development and demonstration of state of the art technologies,
products and processes in the areas of energy efficiency, power generation,
and heat and electricity storage, is now open for applications.

The Energy Entrepreneurs Fund seeks the best ideas, irrespective of source,
across these energy technology areas from the public and private sector. The
scheme particularly aims to assist small and medium-sized enterprises,
including start-ups, and those companies that are selected will receive
additional funding for incubation support.

A total of £10 million is available for projects in phase 7, with up to £1
million available for projects up to £250,000.

Please read the Phase 7 guidance notes carefully for information on
eligibility and how to apply or view the video below.

The launch presentation is available for those who were not able to attend
the launch event.
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News story: ACT Summer Security — Know
The Game Plan

Former England stars Alan Shearer, David Seaman and Paul Parker have teamed
up with Counter Terrorism Policing to offer football fans security advice
ahead of the World Cup.

The ex-internationals video messages explain how fans can keep themselves and
others safe while gathering to watching games. The move is part of a summer
long security campaign aimed at protecting crowded places.

With the tournament kicking off this evening, (Thursday 14 June) when hosts
Russia take on Saudi Arabia, thousands are expected to watch matches on
screens in city centres, football grounds and fan parks up and down the UK.

Police security experts will again be working in partnership with local
authorities and event organisers to ensure that safety and security remains
top of the agenda, and they’ve enlisted the help of pundits Shearer and
Parker and former Arsenal goalkeeper Seaman to help deliver this messaging to
fans.

Alan Shearer said:

Security is a team effort. If you’re going to see the game have a
great time and look out for each other. Know your game plan and we
can keep everyone safe.

Alan Shearer: Know the game plan

Paul Parker: Know the game plan

David Seaman: Know the game plan

While there is no intelligence to indicate an increased threat to World Cup
screenings or any other summer events, the new National Coordinator for
Protect and Prepare Policing, Chief Superintendent Nick Aldworth, wants the
public to know the game plan for better security.

CT Policing’s ‘Know the game plan’ messages have already been adopted and
supported throughout the season by the Premier League and English Football
League (EFL).

Speaking at Millennium Square in Leeds City Centre, Chief Supt. Aldworth

said:

We all know Alan Shearer and Paul Parker support the game plan and
David Seaman is a safe pair of hands, so who better to inform
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people how they can keep this summer’s footballing events safe and
secure?

Our Summer Security messaging is designed to remind everyone that
our security, just like a World Cup-winning campaign, is a team
effort and we all have a part to play.

Sadly we have seen that these big public events and crowded spaces
can be targeted by those who want to cause harm, but I want to
reassure the public that the police, partners and the event
organisers are doing all we can to keep them safe and secure. Some
of that protection can be seen with visible security guards and
local officers and a significant amount of the security measures
will be less obvious and are deployed for extra protection.

Fans can help us by watching these new videos to make themselves
aware of the existing safety advice and to be ready to ACT if you
spot suspicious behaviour and activity.

Don’t think you might be wasting our time, it is always better to
be safe than sorry. If something doesn’t look or feel right, tell
someone. We want you to enjoy the games, enjoy the atmosphere and
by remaining vigilant we can all stay safe.

Specialist advice for companies operating in crowded places, split into
different sectors such as major events, sport stadia, visitor attractions,
bars, theatres and shopping centres, is available on the National Counter
Terrorism Security Office (NACTSO) website.

Key advice for anyone attending an event this summer

e Arrive early and minimise what you carry. Fewer bag searches speed up
entry in events.

e Be vigilant: If you see anything suspicious, tell a member of staff
straight away.

e If you see anything which could pose an immediate threat to safety, all
999.

e In an emergency, listen to and follow public address instructions.

e If told to evacuate, do not wait around or film on your mobile phone.

e Move right away from the area quickly to allow emergency workers access.

e Once you are safe, follow the local police force on social media for
updates.

Please visit the CTP Twitter channel for CTP updates
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launch of inquiry

Following Transport Secretary Chris Grayling'’s decision to hold an
independent inquiry into the disruption caused by the May timetable change,
the Office of Rail and Road (ORR) has today (13 June 2018) published the
terms of reference for the inquiry (PDF, 375KB).

The ORR will scrutinise the roles played by all parties involved in the
process, including train operators, the Department for Transport and Network
Rail to establish what went wrong and ensure it does not happen again. The
Department for Transport has promised its full co-operation.

The inquiry will be given full access to all the information available at
each organisation involved and evidence from passengers will be collected
from the consumer interest group Transport Focus.

Professor Stephen Glaister will lead the inquiry in his capacity as Chair of
the ORR. A respected transport and regulatory expert with experience in both
the road and rail sectors, Stephen Glaister is Emeritus Professor of
Transport and Infrastructure at Imperial College and a Fellow of the
Institution of Civil Engineers.

Rail Minister Jo Johnson said:

GTR and Northern are rightly focused on improving services for
passengers, who will receive compensation for the unacceptable
disruption experienced in recent weeks, and that is our overriding
priority.

This independent inquiry will at the same time ensure we also learn
all the lessons from what has happened.

The interim report will be published in September and full report
in December. Separately, the department will be investigating
whether GTR and Northern have breached their contracts and will
take appropriate action if they have.

Press release: UK responds to OPCW
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Ltamenah, Syria

Minister Burt said:

Today the OPCW confirmed that the town of Ltamenah, in northern
Syria was attacked on 24 March 2017 with sarin and on 25 March 2017
with chlorine. This is confirmation of a spate of chemical attacks
in the town in just one week, the OPCW having previously confirmed
that a sarin attack took place on 30 March 2017.

Tragically there is still no international mechanism to attribute
responsibility for these attacks on Ltamenah. Just a few days after
the OPCW confirmation of sarin use on 30 March in Ltamenah, the
OPCW-UN Joint Investigative Mechanism was shut down, putting an end
to their ability to investigate responsibility for such attacks.

Repeated chemical attacks within Syria in such a short space of
time only serve to underline the grave threat to the integrity of
the Chemical Weapons Convention. Close to 90 countries have
recognised that threat, and supported a call for an urgent Special
Session of the Conference of States Parties on 26-27 June. The
international community should come together and strengthen the
OPCW’s capability to prevent the further use of chemical weapons,
including by attributing responsibility for these heinous crimes.

Further information

e Follow Minister Burt on Twitter @AlistairBurtUK

e Follow the Foreign Office on Twitter @foreignoffice and Facebook

e Follow the Foreign Office on Instagram, YouTube and LinkedIn
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