
Press release: HPV vaccine reduces
cancer-causing infection by 86 per
cent

Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) 16 and 18 infections, which cause the majority of
cervical cancer cases, decreased by 86% in women aged 16 to 21 who were
eligible for the vaccination as adolescents between 2010 and 2016.

The surveillance data from England was published today (Monday 18 June 2018)
in the Journal of Infectious Diseases. Overall, declines were seen across 5
high-risk HPV types, which together cause around 90% of cervical cancer
cases, as well as low-risk HPV types.

The results suggest that the HPV vaccination programme will bring about large
reductions in cervical cancer in the future. Cervical cancer is currently the
most common cancer in women under 35, killing around 850 women a year.

In addition, the programme has led to a marked decline in genital wart
diagnoses. The number of genital wart diagnoses in sexual health clinics fell
in girls aged 15 to 17 by 89%, and in boys of the same age by 70%, between
2009 and 2017 as a result of herd immunity. Genital warts are caused by some
low-risk strains of HPV, which the current vaccine also protects against.

Mary Ramsay, Head of Immunisations, Public Health England (PHE), said:

These results are very promising and mean that in years to come we
can expect to see significant decreases in cervical cancer, which
is currently one of the biggest causes of cancer in women under 35.

This study also reminds us how important it is to keep vaccination
rates high to reduce the spread of this preventable infection. I
encourage all parents of girls aged 12 to 13 to make sure they take
up the offer for this potentially life-saving vaccine.

As well as seeing a significant reduction in the high-risk types 16 and 18,
the study also showed clear declines in the prevalence of HPV31, HPV33 and
HPV45, which are not included in the current vaccine. This builds on existing
evidence which suggests the vaccine also offers some cross-protection to
unvaccinated women against related HPV types that can also cause cervical
cancer.

Robert Music, Chief Executive, Jo’s Cervical Cancer Trust:

It is extremely positive to see the impact that the vaccination has
had on prevalence of cervical cancer causing HPV infection among
vaccinated women. One day we hope to see cervical cancer become a
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disease of the past and it is only through high vaccination rates
that we will get there. For women who have had the vaccine, it is
important to remember it does not offer full protection against
cervical cancer so attending cervical screening when invited is
still important.

Most HPV infections are cleared by the immune system with no symptoms, but
some high-risk types of HPV (16 and 18) cause cervical cancer.

The HPV vaccination programme was first introduced in 2008. Over 80% of
people aged 15 to 24 have now been vaccinated in the UK and 80 million have
received the vaccine worldwide.

The study reminds us of the importance of maintaining high take up amongst
girls who are offered the vaccine through the school vaccination. The vaccine
was found to be less effective in females who receive it in later adolescent
years, due to an increased likelihood of prior exposure to the virus through
sexual activity.

All girls can get the HPV vaccine free from the NHS from the age of 12 up to
their 18th birthday. The vaccination programme is delivered through schools,
but if girls miss out they can request it from their GP surgery.

Read the paper published in the Journal of Infectious Diseases.1.
In England, girls aged 12 to 13 years are routinely offered the first2.
HPV vaccination when they’re in school year 8. The second dose is
normally offered 6 to 12 months after the first (in school year 8 or
year 9). It’s important to have both doses to be protected.
Men who have sex with men (MSM) do not benefit in the same way from the3.
girls’ programme. From April 2018, MSM up to and including the age of 45
are eligible for free HPV vaccination on the NHS when they visit GUM
(genitourinary medicine) clinics and HIV clinics in England.
For more information, comment or media interviews, please contact the4.
PHE press office:

News story: Defence Minister visits
world leader in tactical military
bridges

During a visit to WFEL in Stockport, a military design and manufacturing
company that has worked with the Government for nearly four decades, the
minister saw how the department’s funding was supporting employment in every
corner of the nation.
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WFEL, which employs 230 staff, has supplied tactical military bridge systems
to more than 40 armed forces across the globe, including the UK, USA and
Australia.

Defence Minister Guto Bebb said:

WFEL provides world-class bridge systems that enable UK Armed
Forces to be rapidly deployed across the globe and project military
power in any eventuality.

Defence suppliers are at the heart of British industry and the MOD
will ensure that our home-grown companies continue to develop,
thrive and export their innovative products to our international
partners.

One of WFEL’s most enduring products is the Medium Girder Bridge, which was
originally developed in partnership with the MOD.

The highly adaptable, deployable and transportable tactical bridges ensure
military equipment and personnel can get to where they are needed, whether
that is during conflict or a humanitarian crisis.

During the lifetime of the bridge project, the MOD has invested millions into
equipment and support services with the firm, boosting the local economy and
employment.

There are a range of current opportunities for further MOD investment in the
company, with WFEL bidding to update and replace some of the UK’s current
military bridging systems.

Press release: Foreign Secretary
announces appointment of UK
Commonwealth Envoy

The Foreign Secretary has announced the appointment of Philip Parham CMG as
the UK’s Envoy to the Commonwealth.

Mr Parham, whose role begins on 18 June 2018, will lead the UK’s effort to
ensure delivery of the commitments made at the Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting in London in April 2018. His appointment at the start of
the UK’s period as Chair-in-Office underscores the UK’s sustained commitment
to a Commonwealth which is a powerful force for global good now and for the
long term.
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The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:

Crucial commitments were made at the Commonwealth Summit in April,
on the scourge of marine plastics, on trade, on cyber security, and
on the vital matter of girls’ education. The appointment of Philip
Parham as Envoy shows the UK’s dedication to ensuring these
commitments are met.

I look forward to working with him as his team works with the
member states and the Commonwealth Secretariat to deliver a fairer,
more prosperous, more sustainable, and more secure Commonwealth.

Notes to Editors:

Philip Parham CMG returns to the FCO after serving as British Ambassador
to the United Arab Emirates since 2014. He has formerly served as
British High Commissioner to Tanzania (2006-9), and as Deputy Permanent
Representative to the United Nations in New York (2009-13). The UK
assumed the role of Chair-in-Office at Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting (CHOGM), and will hold the position until the next CHOGM in
Rwanda in 2020.

Further information

Press release: James Brokenshire
publishes consultation on banning
combustible cladding

A consultation on banning the use of combustible materials on the external
walls of high-rise residential buildings which are 18 metres or over has been
published today (18 June 2018).

This was announced in Parliament by the Housing Secretary, Rt Hon James
Brokenshire MP.

The cladding believed to have been used on Grenfell Tower was unlawful under
existing building regulations and should not have been used. The government
wants to ensure that there is no doubt about which materials can be used on
high-rise residential buildings.

This consultation is inviting views on our proposals to revise the building
regulations to ban the use of combustible materials in the inner leaf,
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insulation and cladding that are used in external wall systems on these
buildings.

Residents, industry and other interested parties will now be able to have
their say on proposals affecting the safety of homes. The government is
legally required to consult on substantive changes to the buildings
regulations before any change in the law and this consultation will end on 14
August 2018.

The Secretary of State for Housing, Rt Hon James Brokenshire MP, said:

The Grenfell Tower fire was an appalling tragedy and we must do
everything we can to ensure a disaster like this never happens
again.

I have listened carefully to concerns and I intend to ban the use
of combustible materials on the external walls of high-rise
residential buildings, subject to consultation.

The cladding believed to have been used on Grenfell Tower was
unlawful under existing building regulations. It should not have
been used. But I believe that the changes on which we are
consulting will offer even greater certainty to concerned residents
and to the construction industry.

Following her comprehensive review of fire safety and building regulations,
Dame Judith Hackitt recommended that a simpler but more robust approach to
the construction and on-going management of high-rise residential buildings
was needed.

The government welcomed Dame Judith’s report and went even further than her
recommendations, committing to:

banning or restricting the use of desktop studies from being used to
assess the fire performance of cladding systems, unless our separate
consultation demonstrates that they can be safely used; the consultation
has closed and we are reviewing responses

change the law to achieve meaningful and lasting reform of the
regulatory system, with strong sanctions for those who fail to comply

invite views on how the government could implement major reform of the
regulatory system in line with Dame Judith’s review

clarify building regulations fire safety guidance (Approved Document B)

See details of the consultation.
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The Independent Expert Advisory Panel has issued advice to building owners on
how to ensure that their buildings comply with the existing building
regulations. This advice still stands. The clearest ways of ensuring that an
external wall system adequately resists external fire spread are either for
all of the relevant elements of the wall to be in the top 2 European classes
for fire performance (Class A1 or Class A2); or to use an external wall
system which can be shown to have passed a large-scale test conducted to the
BS8414 standard. In all instances, building owners are advised to seek
professional advice by a competent and qualified person on what further steps
to take with respect to their external wall system, based on the specific
circumstances of their building including the external wall system design and
condition, to satisfy themselves that their building is safe.

The government is consulting on proposals to ban combustible materials for
residential buildings 18 metres or over, and whether only materials in those
top 2 European classes for fire performance – reflective of the approach
taken in Scotland – should be allowed over the entire external wall system –
from the internal face of the wall through to its external face – with
limited exemptions covering parts of the wall (such as paint) that do not
present a significant contribution to the risk of fire spread.

There is a statutory requirement to consult under the Building Act 1984. This
consultation complies with the duty on the Secretary of State to consult the
Building Regulations Advisory Committee and other representative interests on
proposed changes to the substantive requirements in the building regulations.

The deadline for consultation responses is 14 August 2018. Once closed, the
department will consider all the comments received and provide a response as
soon as possible.

In her final report Dame Judith Hackitt stated that using products which are
non combustible or of limited combustibility is undoubtedly the lower risk
option than undergoing a full system test.

News story: Motorcyclists encouraged
to make their riding more enjoyable

The DVSA enhanced rider scheme is a voluntary scheme to help motorcyclists
get more from their riding.

You’re never too good, and the DVSA enhanced rider scheme lets you improve
the skills that will help make your riding safer and more fun.
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How the scheme works
You book an appointment with an expert trainer. The trainers are passionate
bikers who want to share their experience and advice to help you get more
from your riding.

You’ll get for a ride out with them for between 1 and 2 hours so they can see
what you’re good at and any areas you might be able to improve.

If you don’t need any training, there’s nothing more to do. You’ll be sent a
DVSA enhanced rider scheme certificate.

But if you do need some training, you’ll work with your trainer on a
personalised training plan. When you’ve done the training, you’ll be sent a
DVSA enhanced rider scheme certificate.

The cost of the scheme is set by individual trainers. Some local councils
also offer a subsidy to help with the cost. Check with your trainer or local
council.

Helping you through a lifetime of safe riding
Mark Winn, DVSA Chief Driving Examiner, said:

DVSA’s priority is to help you through a lifetime of safe riding.

You’re never too experienced to learn more safety skills, and the
DVSA enhanced rider scheme is all about helping make a ride out
even more enjoyable.

While experience and riding regularly help, there’s no substitute
for the training, advice and tips you’ll get from an expert
trainer.

Motorcyclists are among the most vulnerable road
users
In 2016, 319 motorcyclists died in incidents on Great Britain’s roads, and
5,553 were seriously injured. Serious injuries include things like a broken
neck or back, severe head injuries and internal injuries.

5,872 motorcyclists were killed or seriously injured in 2016

During the same time, 16,785 motorcycles were involved in all reported
accidents.

Taking extra training can help reduce the risk of being involved in a
collision, and make any ride out more enjoyable. The DVSA enhanced rider



scheme includes modules on topics including:

defensive riding and hazard awareness
progress and use of speed
effective braking techniques


