
News story: Appointment of new Chair
of the Disclosure and Barring Service

A former chief executive of four previous NHS trusts has been appointed as
Chair of the Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS).

Dr Fairfield will take up her role today (December 1), taking over from Bill
Griffiths, who has occupied the role since December 2012.

The Chair’s responsibilities include:

providing effective strategic leadership for the operation of the DBS;
playing a significant role in ensuring that the DBS and its staff
maintain the capability to deliver the DBS’s statutory responsibilities
and objectives;
taking into account Government’s safeguarding objectives and priorities;
chair all meetings of the board and ensure that meetings are conducted
efficiently and effectively; and
undertake annual performance appraisals of the Non-Executive Board
members and the Chief Executive in line with agreed procedures and
timescales.

Dr Fairfield said:

I am delighted to be appointed as the Chair of the Disclosure and
Barring Service.

This is an important time for the organisation, as the DBS
continues to modernise and drive up its performance to ensure an
effective and streamlined service for all. I look forward to
working with the dedicated staff there and with our partners as we
shape the organisation to ensure that the DBS is as effective,
consistently reliable and of the highest quality as possible.

Dr Fairfield is a qualified general practitioner and consultant in public
health and worked as chief Executive for the Rotherham, Doncaster and South
Humber NHS Foundation Trust and the Northumberland, Tyne and Wear NHS
Foundation Trust in addition to two NHS Acute Trusts. Dr Fairfield retired
from the NHS after 36 years of service in August 2017.

In addition to her health experience, Dr Gillian has served as a Non-
Executive Board Member on the national Youth Justice Board and as Chair of
the Youth Justice Board Performance Committee and as member of the Justice
Board’s Finance and Risk Committee.

The appointment was facilitated by the passing of the Northern Ireland
(Executive Formation and Exercise of Functions) Act 2018 in November.
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Press release: UK to tell EU it will
no longer seek access to secure
aspects of Galileo

The Prime Minister has confirmed the UK will not use Galileo for defence or
critical national infrastructure after Brexit.

Press release: UK to tell EU it will
no longer seek access to secure
aspects of Galileo

Instead, the UK will explore options to build its own Global Navigation
Satellite System that can help guide military drones, run energy networks and
provide essential services for civilian smart phones. It will also work with
the US to continue accessing its trusted GPS system.

UK Space Agency (UKSA) is currently leading the work, with the full support
of the Ministry of Defence, and any British system will provide both open and
encrypted signals, giving it the same range of commercial and security
applications as GPS and Galileo.

British Armed Forces were due to have access to Galileo’s encrypted system
when it is fully operational in 2026. However the National Cyber Security
Centre and Ministry of Defence have concluded it would not be in the UK’s
security interests to use the system’s secure elements if it had not been
fully involved in their development.

The Prime Minister, Theresa May said:

I have been clear from the outset that the UK will remain firmly
committed to Europe’s collective security after Brexit.

But given the Commission’s decision to bar the UK from being fully
involved in developing all aspects of Galileo it is only right that
we find alternatives.

I cannot let our Armed Services depend on a system we cannot be
sure of. That would not be in our national interest.
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And as a global player with world-class engineers and steadfast
allies around the world we are not short of options.

In August the Prime Minister tasked British engineering and aerospace experts
to develop options and set aside £92 million for the plans. Since then over
fifty UK companies have expressed interest in the project and a series of key
contracts are now being tendered.

When commissioning options the PM set out that the British system must be
compatible with the US GPS system, meaning that if either were subject to
malicious attack the other could provide crucial positioning information.

The Prime Minister has also confirmed that the UK is in close contact with
key international allies on plans for the national system.

The UK’s Overseas Territories and Crown Dependencies would be used to provide
the global network of locations needed for the necessary ground-based
infrastructure and worldwide coverage.

Recent estimates indicate that over 11 per cent of the UK’s GDP is directly
supported by satellite navigation systems and the Blackett review estimated
that a failure of service could cost the UK economy £1 billion a day.
Resilient and secure position, navigation and timing services are
increasingly essential for defence, critical national infrastructure and
emergency response.

The UK is a world-leader in developing satellite technology. Britain has a
40% share of the global export market for small satellites and makes major
components for one in four of the world’s telecommunications satellites.
Glasgow builds more satellites than any other European city. The UK has
particular expertise in security, cryptography and satellite manufacture, and
has manufactured all of the Galileo satellite payloads to date.

As part of the modern Industrial Strategy the government is committed to
growing the UK space sector – helping create 30,000 high-skilled jobs by
2030.

News story: Transatlantic flight
guarantee as UK and Canada agree new
air arrangement

Transport Secretary announces arrangement between UK and Canada
guaranteeing vital routes will remain in place once the UK leaves the EU
the arrangement provides certainty for businesses, allowing trade to
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continue driving tens of billions pounds into the UK economy
builds on the successful conclusion of the government’s air services
arrangement with the United States

Millions of passengers will be able to enjoy the same access to transatlantic
routes once the UK leaves the EU.

The Transport Secretary Chris Grayling has today (30 November 2018) announced
that the UK has reached a new air services arrangement with Canada which will
see flights continue between the 2 nations post Brexit.

The deal ensures that planes flying from the UK will continue to enjoy the
same access they currently have with Canada, helping the UK maintain its
place as Europe’s most important aviation hub.

Transport Secretary Chris Grayling said:

This new aviation agreement between the UK and Canada will further
strengthen the strong economic and cultural bonds shared between
our countries.

International cooperation is essential to a thriving economy and
this latest arrangement continues to build momentum for the UK as
we leave the EU and take a more prominent position on the world
stage.

Since 2012, the number of passengers travelling between the UK and Canada has
been steadily increasing with more than 3 and a half million people
travelling between the 2 countries last year.

Today’s announcement with Canada is another step forward as the UK continues
to build on an important trade relationship which saw goods worth £17.5
billion traded between the 2 countries last year.

It follows the government’s recent announcement of a new air services
arrangement with the United States, guaranteeing passenger journeys and
further bolstering a trade relationship worth £50 billion.

The deal will replace the existing EU aviation agreement which is currently
in place, providing passengers and businesses with the guarantee that they
will continue to enjoy the same access they currently have with Canada.

Press release: UK Minister visits
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Nairobi for talks on sustainable blue
economies and marine conservation

The UK Minister of State for the Commonwealth and the United Nations, Lord
(Tariq) Ahmad of Wimbledon, visited Kenya from 26th – 27th November 2018.
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