
Speech: A withdrawal agreement that
keeps Britain moving

Good morning everyone.

It’s a pleasure to be here at Birmingham Airport today (5 December 2018).

The global gateway to the Midlands…

Which had a record year in 2017…

With nearly 13 million passengers travelling on flights to over 150
destinations.

And which has also just announced a £500 million expansion plan to boost
capacity and improve passenger facilities.

Thriving airports say a lot about the places they’re serving.

They are tangible evidence of business confidence.

Of ambition to expand into overseas markets.

To attract inward investment from other countries.

And to take advantage of opportunities opening up in the global economy….

As clearly we see here at Birmingham.

Global outlook
Yet this is what our island nation has been doing for centuries.

We’ve always been an outward-facing country.

It’s part of our DNA.

Reaching out to markets abroad.

Investing in transport links.

To help us strike trade deals around the world.

And in the post-Brexit world, we’ll need these strengths more than ever.

It’s why we are expanding Heathrow.

Why we’ve given regional airports like Birmingham greater freedom to grow.

And why we’re prioritising new aviation agreements with other nations to
prepare for life outside the European Union.
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Just last week – for example – we signed a deal with the US cementing flights
across the Atlantic once we leave the EU.

The deal secures existing air connections, and sets out ways in which new
operators can enter the market in future.

We have worked closely with airlines in both countries to make sure we get
this deal right.

Then at the weekend we also concluded an agreement with Canada, sorting out
the last significant non-EU aviation destination after Brexit.

But of course, maintaining flights to European markets is critical too.

Within Europe, both the European Commission and other member states have been
clear that arrangements will be put in place for the aviation sector –
regardless of the broader agreement.

This will ensure flights between the UK and EU can continue and that
passengers have certainty about travelling.

Supporting the current deal
Clearly, these deals are in the national interest.

We’ve reached a stage in the Brexit journey where acting in the national
interest takes precedence over all other considerations.

That’s why it’s imperative we get behind the Prime Minister’s agreed deal
with the European Union now.

I campaigned for Brexit in 2016, and have not changed my view that it’s the
right choice for Britain.

But I’m also a pragmatist.

It’s equally important that we remain good friends and neighbours to our EU
partners, while also deepening ties around the world.

I believe that the vast majority of the British population want a mutually
beneficial deal with the EU, and a smooth transition.

That’s precisely what the Prime Minister’s agreement will deliver….

While also delivering the vast majority of benefits that pro-Brexiteers asked
for at the Referendum.

It will give us full control of our money….

Of our laws ….

And our borders – ending the free movement of people.

While maintaining security.
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And protecting the union of the United Kingdom.

Transport and the PM’s deal
We’ll benefit from a free trade area with the EU, while also pursuing trade
deals with other countries outside Europe.

And we have agreed ambitious transport arrangements with the EU.

Not only will we have a comprehensive Air Transport Agreement….

Visa-free travel for short-term visits, including tourists and business
travellers…

And co-operation where it makes sense – on aviation security, safety and air
traffic management….

But we’ll also have comparable access for hauliers, buses and coaches
travelling between the UK and the rest of Europe.

Bilateral arrangements will allow cross border rail services to continue –
such as between Belfast and Dublin, and through the Channel Tunnel.

And ships will continue to serve ports here and across the EU, protecting
vital imports and exports routes.

And our thriving tourism industry.

This is a good deal for business and for jobs.

The best deal for business and jobs.

It will help us keep our connections with Europe….

While providing a springboard to pursue new agreements around the world.

And it will keep Britain moving.

That’s why transport industry leaders have come out today in support of the
agreement….

Urging the country to get behind a deal that will provide much needed
certainty.

And that’s why as Transport Secretary, I am strongly in favour as well.

If I had been offered the current deal before the Referendum in 2016, I would
have seen it as an obviously better alternative to the status quo of
remaining inside the EU.

But today, when we know that we will not get an improved deal if this one is
rejected, then the decision to back it now is even more clear cut.



No deal
Of course, we’ve been working hard to prepare for all eventualities after our
exit.

Including no deal.

As any responsible government would.

We are making provision to ease the pressure on Dover and Calais if there are
customs hold ups after we leave.

And we are making sure British motorists have easy access to International
Driving Licences if they are needed.

These are just two of the many transport implications of failing to reach a
deal with the EU.

Implications which we set out in detail for each transport mode earlier this
year…

Along with relevant advice for the public.

But none of us want them to actually happen.

No-one wants to sever ties with our European neighbours, and leave on bad
terms.

So now our focus is to get on delivering the broader exit agreement.

And making progress with our withdrawal plans so we leave the European Union
in March, while maintaining good relations.

Conclusion
We have an historic opportunity here.

To take back control of our borders and finances.

To retain a positive working and free trade relationship with our closest
neighbours in the EU….

With no tariffs, fees, or charges across all sectors.

And no hard border between Northern Ireland and Ireland.

While keeping the Common Travel Area, ensuring everyday life continues as
now.

This will ensure the smooth movement of transport and people….

By road, rail, sea and air.
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Continued access to European markets….

Yet also the freedom to grow globally…

Providing airports like Birmingham with the momentum to invest for the
future.

I believe the overwhelming majority of the country now want us to get on with
Brexit….

And turn our attention to what comes next.

That’s what this agreement will do.

The deal on the table is also the best deal.

Best for transport.

Best for business.

Best for Britain.

So let’s get behind it.

Thank you.

Speech: Together let’s renew the call
for action to defeat dementia

To get a sense of the challenge that dementia poses, I think about a man who,
as a celebrated writer, gave such a clear account of the impact of dementia
and stood determined not to let it stop him living his life.

Sir Terry Pratchett was a best-selling author of some of the most creative
fantasy novels. He continued to write despite his diagnosis of dementia and
would not let it stop him. In his words:

It’s possible to live well with dementia. And write best-sellers.
Like wot I do.

There is not yet a cure, and as Terry himself described it:

There is no clearly plotted pathway to the course of these
diseases. Dementia attacks those facets which make us who we are,
and it’s a deeply personal attack that defies prediction.
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Today we know much more about the challenge that dementia poses. But what are
we doing to meet this challenge?

What have we achieved since the summit here in London in 2013, 5 years ago?
Have we done enough to tackle stigma and raise awareness of this disease? Are
we doing the research that will help us develop a treatment? Are we helping
people to live well with dementia?

Today we’re gathered in London again, 5 years on from David Cameron using the
UK’s presidency of the G8 summit to turn the spotlight on dementia.

Here we have a selection of the people who, working together in a common
purpose, can bring change in our organisations, our countries and our world.
We have eminent scientists, policy makers, innovators, academia, industry,
people with dementia and carers, and politicians too. These are just some of
the people that we need to bring together.

Without working across boundaries, without the collaborations and sharing of
ideas we would not be able to make progress.

Today I want to reflect on some of the achievements we’ve made home and
abroad. Let us together renew the call for action to defeat dementia.

In the UK alone, an estimated 850,000 live with dementia, with numbers
projected to rise to over 1 million by 2022 and 2 million by 2051.

225,000 people will develop dementia this year, that’s roughly 1 every 3
minutes. And an estimated 1 in 5 people over the age of 85 have dementia.
Furthermore, there are over 45,000 people under the age of 65 living with
dementia in the UK.

Numbers are rising now. As we make progress in tackling the other major
killers, then the numbers will rise more so.

Globally, nearly 50 million people were living with dementia in 2017.
Research commissioned by Alzheimer’s Disease International highlights that
the global cost of dementia will double by 2030, to $2 trillion.

I want to talk about what we are doing in 4 areas:

care and treatment
early diagnosis
prevention
technology

On care and treatment, we have made significant progress on staff training to
help them care for people with dementia better. This year we reached one
million NHS staff receiving dementia training since 2013 and around a million
social care staff will have learned about dementia.

And we are investing in dementia research for better care approaches and new
treatments. To that end, we are spending £300 million on dementia research
between 2015 and 2020.



Through the Dementia Research Institute, Dementia Platforms UK, and through
international efforts such as the Dementia Discovery Fund – which stands at a
staggering £250 million so far – we are creating an environment to develop
new approaches to tackling dementia.

On diagnosis, one of our central achievements has been the improvement in the
dementia diagnosis rate. Today, over two-thirds of people living with
dementia receive a diagnosis, compared with 2 in 5 in 2010 to 2011.

A timely diagnosis enables an individual and their loved ones to think about
the care and support they need. It means they are able to access support and
receive treatment quicker.

But things move on. As the science improves we are now thinking about even
earlier diagnosis informed by understanding of ‘biomarkers’ to ensure that
novel medicines and treatments stand the best chance of success.

On prevention, there is growing recognition that brain health is just as
important as heart health: dementia isn’t an inevitable consequence of
ageing. Around one-third of Alzheimer’s disease cases may be preventable
through improving lifestyle, especially in midlife.

That is why we have now have dementia messages in our NHS health checks. In
England everyone between the ages 40 to 74 years who goes for a health check
will be given advice on how to reduce their dementia risk.

In the last 5 years, 7 million people attended a health check. That’s a
fantastic opportunity to get the message out.

Which brings me to the role of technology. Since 2013 we have a deeper
understanding of how technology can transform the lives of those with
dementia and their carers.

Launched by the University of Oxford and the Alzheimer’s Society, the
‘GameChanger’ app contains a collection of memory and thinking games that
test specific parts of the brain as well as the memory and thinking abilities
believed to be affected during the early stages of Alzheimer’s disease.

A fantastic example of using new technology is the Dementia Education and
Learning Through Stimulation 2 (DEALTS) programme, which uses virtual reality
to help staff understand the challenges someone living with dementia faces in
their everyday lives, from shopping to going to the cinema.

Or Paro the robotic seal. Paro uses artificial intelligence to learn from its
surroundings and interact with people. Soft and cuddly, yes. And studies show
its potential as a therapeutic intervention for people with dementia – it has
been shown to improve socialisation for people living with dementia.

In all these areas, there are examples of good progress. It will take time.
But there are still things we can do now. We are seeing a change in the way
people think, talk and act on dementia.

The Dementia Friends initiative has been successful in raising awareness. We



have over 2.7 million people who have become Dementia Friends, and over 400
communities committing to becoming dementia friendly in the UK.

Supported by my department, the Alzheimer’s Society co-ordinates the Global
Dementia Friends Network, which now has 44 countries developing similar
programmes, with nearly 16 million Dementia Friends across all continents.

In Brighton, the Dementia Action Alliance is partnering with Chess in Schools
and Communities to give free chess lessons to older people, helping them keep
their minds active while giving them opportunities to socialise.

Participating in music can help bring people together and stimulate memories
– through Singing for the Brain for example.

Or simple ideas like the Southbank Centre using working poets to run a poetry
course for people with dementia and their families.

Common-sense interventions like these are simple yet effective. And I want to
see more of them.

Change is happening. Today’s event is a way of sharing all this great
practice. It’s a way of restating our determination to make even more
progress towards that goal of transformed care and support, of vastly
improved social awareness and the first treatments by 2025.

I will work with any nation, any partner who has innovative solutions to
defeat dementia. We must not become complacent, we must all keep an open mind
to embrace the new opportunities offered by technology and science.

But let’s not lose sight of the simple message from Sir Terry Pratchett:

It’s possible to live well with dementia.

News story: Export boost for UK
industry as India opens market to
British sheep meat

British farmers and food producers will soon be able to export British sheep
meat to India as the country prepares to open its market for the first time.

The UK’s sheep meat exports were worth £386 million to our economy in 2017,
with lamb meat alone reaching 69 export markets.

The new agreement, which covers a range of sheep meat cuts, is expected to
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build on this by over £6 million in the next five years.

The deal has been secured following a detailed process of inspections and
negotiations by the UK government, working with the Agriculture and
Horticulture Development Board (AHDB) and UK Export Certification Partnership
(UKECP). Exporters can take advantage of the market as soon as the
administrative listing process is completed and export certification is made
available.

It follows a number of recent successes for UK food and drink exports, which
reached a record level of £22 billion in 2017. China recently lifted its two-
decade long ban on UK beef exports, while Taiwan also opened its market to
British pork for the first time. Together, the agreements are estimated to
represent over £300 million in the first five years alone.

Food Minister David Rutley said:

The latest market access opening in India represents a significant
win for the UK’s sheep meat producers.

The announcement builds on the UK’s food and drink exporting
success story – our well-established reputation for taste, quality
and high animal welfare standards has seen our food and drink
industry export at record levels in recent years.

In Wales, lamb exports account for a third of total food and drink exports –
worth £110 million.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox MP, said:

The opening of the Indian market to British lamb is further good
news for our farmers, and is another vote of confidence in our
world-leading food and drink at a time when exports from the sector
are at a record high.

This latest agreement is a welcome progression in the already
fruitful UK-India relationship, and I look forward to seeing
British lamb on Indian tables in the near future.

AHDB International Market Development Director Dr Phil Hadley said:

India represents a smaller market for our sheep meat exports but
one with the potential for future growth due to its growing
population and income.

Access to this new market is the result of ongoing work by
government, AHDB and key industry stakeholders and provides us with
another non-European market for our sheep meat exports.



Today’s announcement is once again a testament to the high-quality
produce and world-class standards we have here in the UK.

A team of the Government’s leading trade experts continue to provide guidance
to UK businesses as they enter into overseas markets for the first time or
consider expanding their current global customer base – ensuring they are
poised to take advantage of the increasing opportunities Brexit presents.

This is complemented by the government’s Food is GREAT campaign, which aims
to showcase the UK’s top quality food and drink overseas, while highlighting
the success of our current exporters.

Press release: 2018 BPS payments start
landing in bank accounts

More than 65 per cent of farmers have received their 2018 Basic Payment
Scheme (BPS) money in the first day of the payment window (3 December),
according to latest figures from the Rural Payments Agency (RPA). At least 90
per cent of payments are on track to be made by the end of December.

Payments on 3 December were made to 55,179 of eligible claimants, worth more
than £853.6 million in total. These include a range of 2018 BPS claim types
and sizes.

RPA Chief Executive, Paul Caldwell, said:

We know how important payments are to farmers and their businesses.
We’ve worked hard to make significant progress compared with last
year’s performance and we remain focused on getting remaining
payments into bank accounts as soon as possible.

BPS payments are made direct to bank accounts via BACS transfer so farmers
should make sure the RPA has the most up-to-date account details. Once a
payment has been made a remittance advice is sent in the post, confirming the
amount paid. Claim statements will also be sent, explaining how payments have
been worked out.

Support

Further information on BPS 2018, including scheme rules and details of how
payments are calculated is available here.
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Stopping fraudulent activity

Claimants are also urged to remain vigilant against fraud. They should
remember:

Your bank, police or the RPA will never ask you to reveal your online
password, PIN or bank account details or ask you to make a payment over
the telephone.
Never disclose personal information to someone you don’t know or open
unknown or unexpected computer links or emails.
If in doubt, call the organisation back, ideally on a different
telephone, using a number you are familiar with or you know to be
official. You can find this on the organisation’s website,
correspondence or statement.

Contact Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 without delay for advice and to
register your concern

Press release: 2018 BPS payments start
landing in bank accounts

Two thirds of 2018 BPS payments made in the first day of the payment window
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