
News story: Improving productivity for
businesses: apply for funding

The Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) has up to
£2 million to invest in trials of innovative ways to improve productivity for
micro, small and medium-sized businesses (SMEs).

The funding is part of the government’s Business Basics Programme, announced
as part of the modern Industrial Strategy.

The aim of the programme is to identify and test ideas that encourage SMEs to
adopt existing technology and management practices that would improve their
productivity.

Projects should show how to improve SME
productivity
The competition will fund 2 types of project, proof of concept or feasibility
studies and full-scale trials. If a proof of concept is successful, there is
potential to access further funding to move the project into a full-scale
trial in the future.

Projects should look at how to increase the adoption of technology and
business practices to improve the productivity of SMEs. This could include:

adopting existing technology, such as accountancy, CRM or HR software,
cloud computing or payment systems
adopting modern business practices, such as leadership and management
capabilities or developing an innovation culture
a combination of the 2 approaches above

Ideas could include increasing awareness about the benefits of technology,
how to create interest in adopting new technology and business practices,
making the benefits of new technology clearer and providing advice and
support.

Competition information
the competition is open, and the deadline for applications is at midday
on 4 September 2018
projects can be led by a business, public sector, academic, charity or
trade organisation working alone or with partners
we expect projects for full trails to have costs of up to £400,000 and
to last between 3 and 12 months
we expect proof of concept projects and feasibility studies to have
costs of up to £60,000 and to last between 3 and 6 months
businesses could attract up to 70% of their project costs
a briefing event will be held on 12 July 2018
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Speech: Celebrating 70 years of UK-Sri
Lanka friendship: Speech by H.E. James
Dauris

Honourable Minister, Faiszer Mustapha, distinguished guests, ladies and
gentlemen,

Suba sandiawak weeva, Elorukum Vanakam, Asalam Alaikum

This evening, Helen and I, together with all of our colleagues in the High
Commission and in the British Council, are honoured to have so many friends
here together. Some of you have travelled a long way to be with us tonight. A
special welcome to [former President Nasheed and] our other guests from
Maldives, neighbour of Sri Lanka and long-standing friend of both of our
countries.

I recently came across a useful bit of advice for people giving speeches. It
was this: “Make sure you have finished speaking before your audience has
finished listening.”

The Minister and I will do our best to finish speaking before you have
finished listening, but we will need your cooperation. In advance, thank you.

The playwright Oscar Wilde commented: “I can resist everything except
temptation”.

This evening I can resist almost everything except the temptation to tell you
something about why seventy years of the relationship between Sri Lanka and
the UK gives us lots of good reasons to celebrate.

1948 was not, of course, the beginning of our relationship. But with
Independence came the beginning of a new chapter. Throughout the past seventy
years ours is a relationship that many people have valued, invested in and
cherished.

We have many reasons to celebrate today:

We are proud of our people to people links, and of the hundreds of
thousands of people of Sri Lankan origin living in the UK who help to
make our country as successful as it is today.
We are proud of our links through parliamentary traditions, the law and
the Commonwealth. It’s a pleasure to have Members of Parliament who have
recently been in London with us tonight. We were very pleased to have
President Sirisena lead Sri Lanka’s delegation at the Commonwealth Heads
of Government Meeting in London in April.
We are proud of our flourishing educational and cultural links, a large
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but by no means the only part of the important work being done by the
British Council in Sri Lanka, ably represented by its director, Gill
Caldicott, and members of her team this evening. It’s good to lots of
the many Sri Lankan organisations that make these educational and
cultural faces of our relationship as successful as they are with us.
We are proud too of our links through sports. We are looking forward to
having the England cricket team here (and will be hoping they fare
better than did against Scotland last weekend).
We are proud of the many business links we enjoy, some of them more than
a century old, others new and equally exciting.
And we are proud of the work that our High Commission does, with all the
organisations we work with and the projects we fund, from supporting Sri
Lanka to achieve its objective of being free of mines by 2020, to
promoting inter-religious dialogues in Trincomalee and Batticaloa, from
working with the Sri Lankan Police Service on tackling violence against
women, to supporting Sri Lanka’s Peacebuilding Priority plan. The
British government is currently providing more than £50 million of
funding to development support in Sri Lanka. My special thanks to all of
my colleagues on the High Commission team, without whose talent and hard
work we could not do what we are doing.

Mention of the businesses that link us gives me an opportune moment to thank
our five sponsors this evening for their generous support.

De La Rue – one of the world’s leading producers of secure documents, a
company that manufactures here in Colombo and exports from Sri Lanka to the
region.

Finlays – a company whose relationship with Sri Lanka goes back more than a
hundred years. If you have had the good fortune to try one of our tea
cocktails tonight it was made with Finlays’ Earl Grey tea.

HSBC – HSBC needs no real introduction. With a history spanning well over a
century in Sri Lanka, they are the oldest bank in the country as well as a
global ambassador for Britain’s financial services industries.

Jaguar Land Rover and their authorised local distributor, SML Frontier
Automotive. This year Land Rover, one of UK industry’s most iconic brands,
celebrates its 70th birthday as well as 70 years in Sri Lanka.

And Unilever, alphabetically last but by no means least – another champion of
the UK’s long trading relationship with this country, in the local market
since the nineteenth century and a manufacturer here for the last 80 years.

They deserve our applause.

These companies’ stories of successful investment in Sri Lanka illustrate the
traditional and the modern in the business our two countries are doing
together. Each of their successes tells its own tale of commitment, talent,
opportunity and ambition. Theirs are exciting examples that illustrate the
possibilities for doing business in Sri Lanka today, opportunities that will
only grow with sensible economic reform.



As many of you will know, we don’t have a national day in the UK. But we do
celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s birthday. This year we celebrate her 92nd
birthday and her 66 years – two thirds of a century – on the throne. We were
delighted that Prince Edward and the Countess of Wessex were able to
represent The Queen at the official celebration of Sri Lanka’s 70th
anniversary of independence in February.

Winston Churchill, historian as much as politician, commented: “If we open a
quarrel between the past and the present we shall find that we have lost the
future.”

It think it can equally be said that if we continue today to build on
friendships founded in the past, they will be stronger still in the future in
ways that benefit us all. And that is our firm ambition.

Ladies and gentlemen, can I ask you to join me in a toast:

To His Excellency, Maithripala Sirisena, President of Sri Lanka and to the
people of Sri Lanka.
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Press release: Welsh language scheme
to widen access to justice

staff and judicial vacancy adverts in Wales will be bilingual
programme covers prison, probation, legal and courts services
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The Ministry of Justice (MOJ) has today improved the way services will be
delivered in the Welsh language.

Approved by the Welsh Language Commissioner the scheme will cover each of the
MOJ’s delivery bodies – Her Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service, Her
Majesty’s Prison and Probation Service, the Legal Aid Agency, the Office of
the Public Guardian, and the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority. Each
body will adopt their own version of the programme.

The Department will also now advertise vacancies for staff judges and
magistrates in Wales bilingually and place adverts in Welsh language
publications.

Ministry of Justice Permanent Secretary Richard Heaton said:

This change supports one of our most fundamental aims – making
access to justice easier for everyone.

We listened carefully to the feedback from our public consultation
and these improvements will allow us to deliver a service that
works better for Welsh speakers.

Delivering our services in Welsh

We will deliver Welsh language services to the same quality and consistency
as those provided in English, including by:

responding in Welsh to correspondence received in Welsh within the same
timescale as correspondence in English
ensuring events in Wales are publicised in Welsh and that participants
can contribute in Welsh
publishing Welsh language content on MOJ website

The scheme was developed following a public consultation with feedback from
members of the public, businesses and legal professionals.

For more information on the Welsh Language Scheme visit GOV.UK.

Open consultation: Standard rules
consultation no 16: changes to rules

The Environment Agency proposes to change standard rules for:

water discharges
materials recovery and recycling
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waste electrical and electronic equipment
storage of electrical insulating oils
metal recovery / scrap metal
onshore oil and gas exploration and mining
clarification on distances from springs, wells or boreholes

We would like your views on the proposed changes relevant to you.

We’ll use your responses to help develop the changes to the standard rules
sets. We aim to publish the revised standard rules sets in October 2018.

The standard rules permits are an efficient way of regulating for operators
and the Environment Agency, as well as protecting the environment from
pollution.


