
News story: Best of East Midlands
business lauded by Robert Jenrick

Treasury Minister Robert Jenrick has embarked on a UK tour to lift the lid on
the innovation of Great British businesses and learn how they are tackling
the productivity gap.

His first stop is Leicester, in the heart of the Midlands Engine, to see for
himself businesses that are playing a vital role in driving the new economy.

This will include meeting a local entrepreneur whose company – Micro-Fresh –
has helped stop the spread of bacteria in everyday products like towels and
bedding. Micro-Fresh has received government funding to support its expansion
into the housing sector.

The Minister will also meet a construction company that is sharing its know-
how with others to improve efficiency and productivity, as well as textile
factory workers to hear how harnessing new technology is ensuring this
traditional Leicester industry continues to thrive.

The Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, Robert Jenrick, said:

There are some incredible businesses here in the East Midlands
whose great innovations have helped boost this region’s
productivity beyond others, including London. But too often their
contributions go under the radar.

That’s why I have chosen the Midlands to kick-start my tour of the
UK to lift the lid on those playing a vital role in delivering
growth, skills and jobs for local people. It’s vital that we learn
from these trailblazing innovators so we can help others follow
suit and boost productivity across the country.

The East Midlands contributes £100 billion a year to the UK economy. Since
2010, the region has seen the creation of 68,000 businesses and 344,000
apprenticeships, with record-high levels of employment (2.3 million) and
unemployment down by nearly half (42 per cent).

Notes to Editors

The Exchequer Secretary will meet:

Local Leicester entrepreneur Byron Dixon OBE, CEO and Founder of Micro-
Fresh International – the company, which is growing 25% every year,
provides anti-bacterial treatment for products like bedding, towels and
footwear and are available in John Lewis, Sainsbury’s and M&S. A recent
£120,000 grant from the Government helped the company conduct research
which will allow the product to be used in social housing to combat damp

http://www.government-world.com/news-story-best-of-east-midlands-business-lauded-by-robert-jenrick/
http://www.government-world.com/news-story-best-of-east-midlands-business-lauded-by-robert-jenrick/


and mould.
Caterpillar’s Logistic Services – the construction company is sharing
its expertise with other businesses to fuel innovation in the sector.
East Midlands Chamber of Commerce – the Minister will host a meeting to
hear first-hand what can be done to further support growth and
innovation in the region.
Factory workers and managers in the textile industry – the traditional
business is seizing opportunities in the new economy and ensuring this
long-established industry remains a key part of the Leicester identity.

East Midlands economy facts:

The East Midlands contributes £100 billion of gross value added per year
to the UK economy.
Manufacturing accounts for 12.4% of all jobs in the East Midlands –
higher than any other UK region.
Since 2010, unemployment has fallen faster in the East Midlands than in
London (-42.8%).
Employment in the East Midlands is at a record high level (2.3 million).
Since early 2010, 204,000 (+10%) more people are in employment in the
East Midlands. Unemployment has fallen by 72,000 (-43%) over the same
period.
Productivity growth since 2010 has been faster than London (12.1%).

The Chancellor Philip Hammond highlighted the role of innovators in the new
economy in his Autumn Budget and set out the Government’s plans to support
those who deliver growth, create higher paying jobs and make sure everyone
has the skills they need.

Autumn Budget 2017: building the new economy

Speech: Speech by Ambassador to
Mongolia at the Queen’s Birthday Party
2018

Your excellency, Minister Tsogtbaatar, Honourable Ministers and MPs, my
ambassadorial colleagues and members of the Diplomatic Corps, ladies and
gentlemen. A very warm welcome to you all to the British Residence to join us
in celebrating Her Majesty The Queen’s Birthday in Ulaanbaatar. I and the
whole team at the British Embassy are immensely grateful to you all for
coming this evening.

It has been another memorable year for Her Majesty The Queen who celebrated
her 92nd birthday this year. As well as hosting the Commonwealth Heads of

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/building-the-new-economy-autumn-budget-2017-brief
http://www.government-world.com/speech-speech-by-ambassador-to-mongolia-at-the-queens-birthday-party-2018/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-speech-by-ambassador-to-mongolia-at-the-queens-birthday-party-2018/
http://www.government-world.com/speech-speech-by-ambassador-to-mongolia-at-the-queens-birthday-party-2018/


Government Summit in April when we welcomed to London over 50 Heads of State
and Government from around the Commonwealth of Nations, Her Majesty also
became a great-grandmother for the sixth time with the birth of HRH Prince
Louis to TRH The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and of course Her Majesty
attended the beautiful wedding just three weeks ago of TRH The Duke and
Duchess of Sussex.

I am sure you would all agree these major milestones are a further reminder,
if one were ever needed, of the remarkable nature of Her Majesty’s long reign
and the immeasurable contribution Her Majesty has made to the UK for so many
years. And, lifting the words from our National Anthem you have just heard
sung so beautifully by Zoloo, “Long may she rule over us”!

Here in Mongolia too, we are enjoying a milestone year with the 55th
anniversary of diplomatic relations between our two nations. It is a well-
known and often-repeated fact the UK was the first western country to
establish relations with Mongolia. But I genuinely believe it is worth
repeating as it was a bold step at the time. The world was of course rather
different then and was experiencing the depths of the Cold War. The UK was
clear that, as a new member of the United Nations, Mongolia was a country the
UK wanted to get to know better and with whom to develop areas of mutual co-
operation. Since then, our relationship has strengthened and particularly so
since the peaceful democratic revolution of the early 1990s.

Today, our relationship is multi-faceted. And rather like the Commonwealth
Summit I mentioned earlier, the themes of our relationship revolve around
prosperity, environment and security. Let me start with prosperity and a few
facts and figures. The UK (jointly with Australia) is the largest foreign
investor in Mongolia through the Rio Tinto development at Oyu Tolgoi (as well
as being its second largest export market). That investment totals $12bn over
the two phases of the Oyu Tolgoi project – equivalent to 100% of Mongolia’s
GDP. Oyu Tolgoi is already delivering and will continue to deliver clear
benefits to the Mongolian economy through taxes and royalties paid to the
government ($1.5 bn since 2010), employment of Mongolian workers, procurement
from Mongolian suppliers and, in future, dividends. But, Oyu Tolgoi
represents more than that. As well as the potential for expansion and growth
at Oyu Tolgoi itself, the project will enable development of a successful
mining sector in Mongolia, attracting further investment. If Mongolia makes
the right strategic policy choices, then the economic future will be very
bright indeed. If not, it would be a major opportunity missed.

Another area where we have been making very significant investment is in
helping the Government of Mongolia on environmental issues. This has become a
top priority for the UK’s work in Mongolia in recent years. With the UK
hosting a major summit on the Illegal Wildlife Trade in October (which I hope
His Excellency our Guest of Honour will be able to attend) we have run a
number of successful projects to help Mongolia combat smuggling and the
illicit trade of some of its many iconic species. This year we also secured
funding for the first time from the UK Space Agency for a major project with
a British company and the National Agency for Meteorology to improve
satellite data available to Mongolia to better tackle the effects of dzud on
herders.



Furthermore, the UK has been a strong advocate on the Green Climate Fund
Board for Mongolia-focused initiatives, and I’m delighted to see that many of
these have come to fruition. We contribute 12% of this fund, which is
supporting important solar power plant, Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Ger
Redevelopment projects here. Together, this means the UK has committed around
$25m to supporting the environment in Mongolia during this and the next
couple of years.

Our defence and security relationship is also thriving. This morning I
attended the flagship UB Strategic Dialogue at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. As a permanent member of the UN Security Council, the UK is strongly
invested in peace and security in the Asia Pacific. We share similar goals to
Mongolia and, like Mongolia, we welcomed the constructive talks between
President Trump and Chairman Kim Jong Un which took place in Singapore on
Tuesday.

As a further sign of UK commitment, I also attended this morning the opening
of the Khaan Quest defence exercise which includes also a British contingent.
We hold the Mongolian defence forces in high regard especially their
contribution to peacekeeping operations and wish to continue to strengthen
our defence relationship.

Looking ahead to the future, the UK will remain committed and, while some may
say the UK’s global role might diminish after we leave the EU next year, the
opposite will be the reality as we forge a new relationship with our EU
partners and strengthen the UK’s presence around the world especially in the
Asia Pacific, including here in Mongolia.

The UK also has a huge amount to offer in terms of our soft power which is
becoming even more important in the digital age. I am always struck as I
travel in this region the popularity of the Premier League and other sports
(cricket is taking off here too!), British music, fashion and film and,
perhaps most importantly, our educational institutions. It is heartening for
me, as a parent, to see the dedication of young Mongolians to purse their
studies either following the UK curriculum in schools in Mongolia such as the
British School or at university in the UK. The number of British alumni is
growing including through the British Government’s Chevening scholarship
scheme. We are also keen to help with wider reform in the Mongolian
educational system through collaboration with the world-renowned Cambridge
Assessment International Education. As you all know, if a society gets
education right, everything else falls into place.

Of course, there are many other things which make up the UK/Mongolia
relationship and all of you here this evening play your own particular role
and I am grateful to you all for that. Before I finish, I wanted to say a big
thank you to our sponsors this evening: Uran Tusul, Jaguar Land Rover,
Aggreko, Diageo, Chinggis Beer and Ahmad Tea and to our caterers, the
Kempinski Hotel and Cozy Corner. And of course to the excellent Embassy team
who have worked tirelessly for several weeks to bring this event to fruition.
So please enjoy the food, drink, music and company and thank you again for
coming.



Press release: Government considers
society lotteries reform to benefit
good causes

The consultation will recommend raising the maximum amount society
lotteries can raise for good causes from £10 million to £100 million per
year
Consultation will recommend raising maximum draw prize
Large society lotteries sales limits were last raised in 2009

A consultation has today been launched on changes to the amount of money
society lotteries can raise for good causes.

The Government recommends increasing the maximum draw prize from its current
limit of £400,000 to £500,000. The consultation will also ask for views on
increasing the number of tickets society lotteries can sell to a value of
£100 million per year and the amount they can raise per draw to £5 million.

The move would allow charities and community groups to increase fundraising
methods through society lotteries, while protecting the National Lottery’s
ability to raise money for good causes.

Tracey Crouch, Minister for Sport and Civil Society said:

Society lotteries make a vital difference to communities up and
down the country. They raise hundreds of millions of pounds every
year, supporting our veterans, lifeboats, hospices, air ambulances
and many other great causes.

They are an important fundraising tool for charities and we want to
ensure that both society lotteries and the National Lottery are
able to thrive now and in the future.

Society lotteries – such as those run by charities, The Health Lottery and
People’s Postcode Lottery – raised over £255 million for good causes in
2016/17.

The individual draw limit for large society lotteries was last raised in
2009. The government’s decision to consult follows the sector’s calls for
limits to be increased.

The consultation will run for ten weeks and is open to members of the public.
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NOTES TO EDITORS

Society lotteries are lotteries run by charities and other non-commercial
organisations such as sports clubs to allow them to raise money for the good
causes they support.

The Gambling Act sets the current limits for society lotteries as £4 million
sales per draw, £10 million sales per year and a maximum draw prize of
£400,000. The per draw sales limit was last changed in 2009.

For further information, please call Hannah Thornley at the DCMS Press Office
on: 0207 211 6276.

Examples of society lotteries include:

People’s Postcode Lottery has raised more than £310 million for UK charities
since 2005. The money raised is awarded to good causes through a collection
of themed charity trusts, and also directly supports a range of charities
including Oxfam, Dogs Trust, Maggie’s and PDSA.

The Health Lottery has raised over £58 million since its launch in September
2011. It supports local health causes in England, Scotland and Wales through
51 local community interest companies. Grants have supported charities like
Carers Trust, Dementia UK, and Mencap.

Macmillan Lottery raises funds to support different areas of Macmillan’s work
for people affected by cancer.

British Legion’s Poppy Lottery supports the vital work of The Royal British
Legion helping serving and ex-Service men and women and their families across
the UK.

Royal National Lifeboat Institution runs a Lifeboat Lottery raising funds to
support their vital work helping to save lives at sea.

Air Ambulances across the UK raise money through lotteries to support local
air ambulance services.

Press release: PM hails biggest Naval
defence contract for a decade: 28 June
2018

BAE Systems has been chosen as the preferred bidder for the ‘SEA 5000’ Future
Frigate competition, with a design based on Britain’s Type 26 Global Combat
Ship. It will involve BAE Systems building nine British-designed warships in
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Adelaide, the first export of a British design for new-build frigates since
the 1970s. The UK was chosen over bids from Italy and Spain for the contract.

The agreement will secure more than 4000 jobs in Australia and also boost
Britain’s export economy for generations to come, with huge opportunities set
to arise which the Government believes the specialist knowledge and
capability of British firms will be best placed to fulfil.

In turn, it is hoped that this will benefit the UK economy, with exports
having the potential to drive regional growth, create new jobs and showcase
the strength of British innovation on the world stage.

The deal is a result of four years of intensive government engagement
involving a number of departments across Whitehall. The Prime Minister has
been directly involved in making the case for the UK bid, including in
bilateral talks with Prime Minister Turnbull at Chequers earlier this year.

Over the past 18 months the Foreign Secretary, Defence Secretary, and
International Trade Secretary have visited Australia to extol the benefits of
the UK’s world class design, engineering and innovation.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

The sheer scale and nature of this contract puts the UK at the very
forefront of maritime design and engineering and demonstrates what
can be achieved by UK industry and Government working hand-in-hand.

We have always been clear that as we leave the EU we have an
opportunity to build on our close relationships with allies like
Australia. This deal is a perfect illustration that the Government
is doing exactly that.

And while this is an enormous boost for the UK economy, it will
also cement our strategic partnership with one of our oldest and
closest friends for decades to come.

International Trade Secretary Dr Liam Fox said:

The UK and Australia already enjoy a strong trading relationship
worth more than £13 billion a year. Today’s announcement is a
further boost to this relationship which will create significant
opportunities for companies in both countries to deepen their
trading ties.

As an international economic department, we are excited for the
opportunities this will bring to both our nations including
increased data and information sharing, high-end technology
transfer, and collaboration at the cutting-edge of maritime
expertise. We look forward to further discussion on future trade
through our joint UK-Australia trade working group.



The news builds on the century-long ties between the two national forces, and
will allow interoperability between Australian and Royal Navy ships amid a
climate of intensifying threats around the world, especially in the Middle
East and the Asia-Pacific regions.

It comes after the Royal Navy further boosted its role in securing the Asia-
Pacific when the Defence Secretary announced that HMS Argyll would deploy to
the region, marking the first time three British warships have been sent
there after HMS Sutherland and HMS Albion set sail.

Defence Minister Guto Bebb said:

BAE Systems’ winning bid highlights the best of British
shipbuilding design and our world-leading anti-submarine warfare
technology. Australian forces have stood should-to-shoulder with
our military for generations and this deal will build on our
strength as allies as our two great Navies operate this cutting-
edge frigate around the globe.

The 6,900 tonne multi-mission warships are designed to support anti-submarine
warfare and a whole range of other operations anywhere in the world. They
will form a key part of Australia’s hugely respected Navy.

The contract was secured with the UK committed to getting eight of the Type
26 warfare frigates, which are currently in-build on the Clyde in Scotland
and set to enter service with the Royal Navy in the 2020s.

The news comes ahead of key engagements next month, including the Defence
Industrial Dialogue between the nations, as well as the annual AUKMIN talks
between the Defence Secretary, the Foreign Secretary and their Australian
Counterparts.

BAE Systems Chief Executive, Charles Woodburn, said:

BAE Systems’ selection as preferred tenderer for SEA 5000
reinforces our position as a leading designer and builder of
complex maritime platforms.

I am proud that our world class anti-submarine warfare design and
our approach to transferring technology and skills to the nations
in which we work is expected to contribute to the development of an
enduring world-class naval shipbuilding industry in Australia.



Press release: BIIGC Announcement

BIIGC Announcement – GOV.UK

A meeting of the British-Irish InterGovernmental Conference (BIIGC) will take
place on 25 July.

The BIIGC is a consultative forum established by Strand Three of the Belfast
Agreement with the aim of bringing ‘together the British and Irish
Governments to promote bilateral co-operation on all matters of mutual
interest within the competence of both governments’.

The BIIGC is not an executive body and as the Belfast Agreement states
explicitly, “there will be no derogation from the sovereignty of either
government”.

As the BIIGC is ‘concerned with non-devolved Northern Ireland matters’, the
focus of the meeting will be on East-West issues. It will take place in
London and be chaired by the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, with the
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland in attendance.

Published 28 June 2018
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