
Press release: Environment Agency
warns of illegal waste being dumped
empty commercial units

Empty industrial units across the country are being targeted by waste
criminals to dispose of thousands of tonnes of illegal waste.

The growing trend sees criminals pose as legitimate tenants to rent
properties used to store illegal waste. Once discovered, landlords, property
managers and farmers are burdened with thousands of pounds in clear up costs
and face possible criminal prosecution, fines and even custodial sentences
for failure to operate without an environmental permit.

The waste, mainly made up of potentially hazardous materials, poses a serious
pollution and fire risk and undermines legitimate business.

With hundreds of commercial properties across the country thought to be
empty, the Environment Agency is calling for landlords to be extra vigilant
when letting out their properties. The regulator is also calling on
businesses, organisations and individuals to manage their waste responsibly
to prevent it from getting into criminal hands in the first place.

During the period Dec 2016 – Nov 2017 the Environment Agency investigated the
dumping of 18,244 bales of waste – each bale being approximately 1 ton. It’s
estimated that at a low end price of £70 per bale this would amount to
£1,277,000 for correct deposal of the waste.

The Environment Agency reveals the top four land types which are most
susceptible to illegal dumping. The land type descriptions key dump sites
are:

Farms 34%
Industrial Unit 24%
Abandoned factory 10%
Derelict site 7%

Nicky Lawton, Deputy Director – National Enforcement Service, said:

Unsuspecting landlords and property managers are failing foul of
waste criminals and as a result are being made to pick up hefty
bills to clear up the waste – often running into the hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

Landlords can avoid this by carrying out checks to prospective
tenants to ensure their sites will not be used as part of an
illegal waste operation.

Waste crime, which costs the economy £604 million a year, is a
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serious problem that we’re using all our available resources and
powers to curb.

Landlords and property managers are urged to take the following steps to
avoid being a victim of waste crime:

Carry out rigorous checks on prospective new tenants.

Check any empty land and property regularly and make sure it is secure.

It is illegal to store waste on your land without the required permits.
You may be committing an offence by allowing waste to be stored on your
land or property without the relevant permissions and you could be
liable to prosecution and the cost of removing the waste.

Landlords should check before signing a contract that the contract
complies with regulations. You can view whether a potential tenant holds
the correct permit to carry out waste operations at public register

The offer of payment to temporarily store waste is a scam, the waste
will likely never be collected.

Be vigilant and report any unusual behaviour. If you are suspicious of
prospective tenants please contact us for more information and advice.

If you are approached to store baled waste, even on a short term basis,
refuse the material and call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

The Environment Agency’s Prevention & Disruption teams are working hard to
address waste crime, exercising new regulatory powers to lock up and block
access to illegal waste sites.
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Check any empty land and property regularly and make sure it is secure.

It is illegal to store waste on your land without the required permits.
You may be committing an offence by allowing waste to be stored on your
land or property without the relevant permissions and you could be
liable to prosecution and the cost of removing the waste.

Landlords should check before signing a contract that the contract
complies with regulations. You can view whether a potential tenant holds
the correct permit to carry out waste operations at public register

The offer of payment to temporarily store waste is a scam, the waste
will likely never be collected.
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Press release: Brand new x-ray
technology set for production in the
UK

Developed by the Defence, Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl), the new
technology produces higher resolution images while simplifying product
design.

The first product to take advantage of the new technology will be the Axi-Tek
CSI-100 which will make the inspection of aircraft components quicker and
easier due to its reduced size and weight. Future products will cater for
applications as wide-ranging as factory in-line and in-field industrial
inspection, to security and bomb disposal (EOD).

The new technology improves the mechanism used to control an x-ray beam.
Called a collimator, just as a lens focuses light, a collimator directs and
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filters x-rays to ensure objects are correctly illuminated. This novel design
of collimator is much lighter, provides a more consistent beam, and is
mechanically simpler to implement.

The CSI-100 will use the advanced technique of detecting reflected x-rays
(backscatter) to image objects. This has the advantage that access to only
one side of an object is required, allowing operators to inspect, identify
and verify the internal structure and contents without needing access to all
sides or needing to move it.

Nick Fox, Managing Director of Axi-Tek commented:

We are excited to have secured this novel technology as it now
paves the way for a new line of portable backscatter x-ray imaging
products. We expect to see the first CSI-100 available to the
aviation industry in Q4 next year, with specialist security
variants coming online early the following year.

Ploughshare’s CEO, James Kirby, added:

This licence deal with Aki-Tek further demonstrates how Ploughshare
maximises the investments Dstl has made in Science & Technology by
taking defence innovations and finding commercial uses for them.
Aki-Tek’s unique products will benefit their operators, assist with
the public’s safety and security, and also create jobs and
prosperity.

The technology will be suitable for the inspection of carbon fibre aircraft
wings where it can detect impact damage hidden deep in a wing structure. The
CSI-100 will initially be tailored for this non-destructive inspection
application for both reinforced carbon and glass fibre components in aircraft
structures.

It could also be used in the security industry and will allow operators to
quickly investigate the contents of objects and suspicious packages.

Initially funded by a grant from Innovate UK, the CSI-100 is based on more
than three years of collaborative research with a team from Axi-Tek,
University College London, QinetiQ and Rolls-Royce.

Notes to Editors

About Axi-Tek Limited

Axi-Tek is a UK based specialist SME working in the field of the development
of hi-tech x-ray solutions for the industrial and security sectors. Since its
formation in 2013, the highly experienced team at Axi-Tek have work in close
collaboration with both industrial and academic partners to identify and
commercialise emerging technologies taking them from the laboratory to the



market place. Exploitation of the resultant products is either through Axi-
Tek’s sister company, Metrix NDT Limited, or where direct 3rd party
commercial sponsorship has been provided, exploited by Axi-Tek’s clients.

Email: n.fox@axi-tek.com or n.fox@metrixndt.com  

About Ploughshare Innovations

Ploughshare Innovations is the technology transfer organisation for the UK
Ministry of Defence (MOD). It turns ‘swords into ploughshares’ by enabling
businesses to gain access to defence and security technology developed by
leading government laboratories. Ploughshare ensures Government technology is
put to good use and benefits the UK, society as a whole, and humanity by
applying innovative technology to improve people’s lives. Since its creation
in 2005, the company has licensed 125 technologies and attracted £140 million
of investment.

Email info@ploughshareinnovations.com

About Dstl

The Defence Science and Technology Laboratory (Dstl) works to apply cutting-
edge science and technology (S&T) to keep UK Armed Forces, and the British
people, protected from harm.

Dstl is an executive agency of MOD, run along commercial lines. It is one of
the principal government organisations dedicated to S&T in the defence and
security field, with six sites: at Porton Down, near Salisbury; Portsdown
West, near Portsmouth; Fort Halstead, near Sevenoaks; Sandridge, near St
Albans; Langhurst, near Horsham; and, Alverstoke, near Gosport.

Dstl works with a wide range of partners and suppliers in industry, in
academia and overseas.

Press release: Milestone for managing
seas in South of England reached

The Government has now adopted England’s South Marine Plan, which brings a
new approach to managing the seas between Kent and Devon.

The new marine plan provides a policy framework which will be used to help
inform decision-making on what activities take place in the marine
environment and where how the marine environment is developed, protected and
improved in the next 20 years. It will inform and guide decisions by
regulators managing the development of industry in marine and coastal areas,
while conserving and enhancing the environment and recognising leisure uses.
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The marine plan, produced by the Marine Management Organisation (MMO) on
behalf of the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, is the
culmination of around 5 years of engagement with business, charities,
representative organisations and individuals.

The plan will help business realise the economic benefits available from the
Marine Plan area whilst ensuring the marine environment remains protected.
Covering an area of approximately 1,700 kilometres of coastline and over
21,000 square kilometres of sea, the plan stretches from Felixstowe in Kent
to the River Dart in Devon. This is a very dynamic marine area incorporating
9 world heritage sites and some of the busiest shipping channels in Europe.

The MMO is now working with Local Authorities in the area to ensure
successful implementation of the new Plan.

Environment Minister Thérèse Coffey said:

The South Marine Plan is a significant milestone in our ambition to
create healthy and biologically diverse seas and oceans, as
outlined in our 25 Year Environment Plan.

Stretching from Kent to Devon, this is one of the most complex
areas of the English coast and this plan will allow us to safeguard
our sea life while supporting a more sustainable marine economy.

John Tuckett, Chief Executive Officer at the Marine Management Organisation,
said:

This is a significant milestone for one of the most complex and
used areas of the English coastline.

The South Marine Plan will help ensure that when activities take
place, they happen in the best location and in the right way within
the marine environment. We are now working closely with decision
makers and stakeholders along the coast to ensure that the Plan is
understood and used effectively.

By 2021 all English marine area will have marine plans in place. The South
Marine Plan is the second to be adopted following the introduction of the
first English marine plan established in the East of England in 2014.

Notes to editors

short animation film to explain marine planning

Further background on marine planning:

There are 11 English marine plan areas, including inshore and offshore
areas. Work continues to produce plans for the South East, South West,

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/marine-planning-in-england


North East and North West, the target for adoption of the remaining
plans is before March 2021.
Marine planning addresses the key issues for the marine area, including
the coast, estuaries and tidal waters, as well as developments that
impact on these areas. The plans will include a vision, objectives and
detailed policies on how these objectives will be achieved.
Marine plans are used by public authorities as part of the decision
making process for all new activities and developments in or affecting
the marine area.
Marine plans build on the requirements of the Marine and Coastal Access
Act and the Marine Policy Statement.

More information on marine plans is available elsewhere on GOV.UK

How will marine plans be used?

The plan is brought into effect through its use in decision-making. All
public bodies are legally required to make all authorisation and enforcement
decisions which are likely to affect the marine areas in accordance with
marine plans, unless an exception states otherwise.

Such decisions vary widely and include The Crown Estate leasing the seabed
for renewable energy, Environment Agency permitting of flood and coastal
defence works and water discharges, Local Planning Authorities (LPAs)
determining planning permissions, to Inshore Fisheries and Conservation
Authorities (IFCAs) making fisheries byelaws.

The MMO will implement the adopted marine plans across all decision-making
functions, including:

Marine licensing
Marine compliance and enforcement
Fisheries management and effort control
European Fisheries Funding
Coastal operations

The MMO is working to support other relevant authorities to adopt/implement
the South Marine Plan in their decision-making processes.

How will you enforce the plans? If it’s a legal framework, is there a means
to making sure people abide and what is the consequence if they don’t?

The plans aren’t an enforcement tool as such, more a policy framework for the
future use of the sea. (It’s not a law change in that people aren’t being
expected to change currently occurring activity to comply with the plan.)

Will the plans result in activities being banned?

The plans are not a list of prohibited activities, but a strategic vision for
the sustainable use of shared marine environment seeking to maximise
opportunity and encouraging co-existence between many differing marine
activities.

https://www.gov.uk/topic/planning-development/marine-planning
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Act and the Marine Policy Statement.

More information on marine plans is available elsewhere on GOV.UK

How will marine plans be used?

The plan is brought into effect through its use in decision-making. All
public bodies are legally required to make all authorisation and enforcement
decisions which are likely to affect the marine areas in accordance with
marine plans, unless an exception states otherwise.

Such decisions vary widely and include The Crown Estate leasing the seabed
for renewable energy, Environment Agency permitting of flood and coastal
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Authorities (IFCAs) making fisheries byelaws.

The MMO will implement the adopted marine plans across all decision-making
functions, including:

Marine licensing
Marine compliance and enforcement
Fisheries management and effort control
European Fisheries Funding
Coastal operations

The MMO is working to support other relevant authorities to adopt/implement
the South Marine Plan in their decision-making processes.

How will you enforce the plans? If it’s a legal framework, is there a means
to making sure people abide and what is the consequence if they don’t?

The plans aren’t an enforcement tool as such, more a policy framework for the
future use of the sea. (It’s not a law change in that people aren’t being
expected to change currently occurring activity to comply with the plan.)

Will the plans result in activities being banned?

The plans are not a list of prohibited activities, but a strategic vision for
the sustainable use of shared marine environment seeking to maximise
opportunity and encouraging co-existence between many differing marine
activities.
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