
News story: Public reminded of the
rules around seahorses

The Government is reminding people of the conservation rules protecting
seahorses following reports of a pair being discovered at Babbacombe, Devon.

Both seahorse species found in UK waters – long snouted (hippocampus
guttulatus) and short snouted (hippocampus hippocampus) – are protected under
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and all species of seahorse are
protected under the Convention for International Trade in Endangered Species
(CITES.)

If you want to carry out an activity that would disturb a seahorse, or other
UK or European protected species, you must have a marine wildlife licence,
administered in England by the Marine Management Organisation. Such
activities could include taking photographs, filming or surveys.

Intentionally disturbing seahorses without appropriate permission could lead
to enforcement action. The MMO will consider applications for licences for
scientific or education purposes on a case-by-case basis.

Where divers may incidentally encounter seahorses the MMO recommends the
following guidelines are followed:

Divers’ protocol from Dorset Wildlife Trust
Divers’ protocol from the Seahorse Trust
Wildlife Safe (WiSe) scheme guidelines for taking part in research or
filming

Details of wildlife licences and applications are published online on the
marine licensing public register.

Notice: The Wales Family Partnership:
application made to abstract water

The Environment Agency consults the public on certain applications for the
abstraction and impoundment of water.

These notices explain:

what the application is about
which Environment Agency offices you can visit to see the application
documents on the public register
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when you need to comment by

Open consultation: Inshore Fisheries
and Conservation Authorities conduct
and operation (2014 to 2018): call for
evidence

We’re seeking evidence on how effectively and fairly Inshore Fisheries and
Conservation Authorities (IFCAs) have operated between 2014 and 2018.

The evidence gathered will be used to prepare a statutory report into the
conduct and operations of IFCAs.

News story: Government upgrades
national security investment powers

Strengthened powers will upgrade UK national security merger rules
whilst maintaining openness to international investment
proposals build on the UK’s robust merger and takeover regime and
ensures it keeps pace with new technologies and innovation
measures include new powers to scrutinise the purchase of assets such as
intellectual property if they raise national security concerns

The UK has a proud and hard-won reputation as one of the most open economies
in the world. A large part of our economic success stems from our belief in
open international trade and our support for foreign direct investment, with
international investment creating 76,000 jobs last year.

An open approach to international investment must include appropriate
safeguards to protect our national security – particularly in a world where
the threats faced by global economies are evolving – and in a small minority
of investments there are national security considerations which should be
scrutinised.

The National Security and Investment White Paper, announced today (Tuesday 24
July) by the Business Secretary Greg Clark, sets out how the government will
upgrade its powers to scrutinise investments and address the risks that can
arise from hostile parties acquiring ownership of, or control over,
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businesses or other entities and assets that have national security
implications.

Business Secretary Greg Clark said:

Britain is recognised the world over as one of the best places to
do business, attracting investment that benefits communities and
workers across the country. To retain this hard-won reputation our
merger and takeovers rules need to be responsive to technological,
economic and national security changes.

These proposals will ensure we have the appropriate safeguards to
protect our national security whilst ensuring our economy remains
unashamedly pro-business and open to high levels of foreign
investment in the future.

The proposals are consistent with many of our major partners and allies
around the world, including countries such as Australia, Japan, Germany, and
the U.S, who have and are similarly looking to upgrade their powers. The
proposals also reflect feedback from businesses and investors and will ensure
the UK remains a leading open and liberal trading nation whilst protecting
our national security.

Under the White Paper proposals, the government will encourage businesses and
investors to notify it ahead of transactions that might give rise to national
security risks. The majority of transactions raise no national security
concerns and the government expects to quickly rule out national security
risks in most cases, allowing parties to proceed with certainty.

The White Paper proposes how the government would be able to “call in”
transactions that may give rise to national security risks to assess them
more fully. This “call-in” power would be economy-wide, reflecting the need
for flexibility to address national security risks wherever they arise.
Measures will also ensure that hostile parties or groups cannot circumvent
our rules by acquiring an asset that has national security implications, such
as intellectual property, rather than acquiring the business itself.

The remedies proposed by the government include:

confirmation to proceed
approval subject to conditions
and – in the rare circumstances where it is the only available course of
action – blocking or unwinding a deal, where this has already taken
place

The government believes that the proposed package of reforms published today
strikes the right balance between maintaining the openness and attractiveness
of the UK as a destination for inward investment, while also providing the
government with modernised powers it needs to protect the country.



In June 2018, Parliament enacted secondary legislation to amend the
thresholds in the Enterprise Act 2002 for three specific areas of the
economy, military/dual-use, computing hardware and quantum technology,
enabling the government to intervene in more mergers that may raise
national security concerns
to provide maximum certainty and clarity to business and investors, the
government will publish a statement of policy intent, setting out how
the “call-in” power is expected to be used. A draft of this document
will be published later today
the White Paper delivers on the Prime Minister’s commitment to bring
forward proposals to consolidate and strengthen government’s powers to
protect national security

News story: David Mundell statement on
Supreme Court hearing

The Advocate General for Scotland, Lord Keen, will today [Tuesday 24 July]
set out the legal case in the UK Government’s referral of the Scottish
Parliament’s Continuity Bill to the Supreme Court.

Scottish Secretary David Mundell said:

Given the view of the Scottish Parliament’s Presiding Officer that
the Continuity Bill was not within the legal scope of the
Parliament, we believe it is important to ask the Supreme Court to
provide absolute clarity. The legislation which set up the Scottish
Parliament anticipated such a situation, and we are simply
following the legal process set out in the 1998 Scotland Act.
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