News story: New commitments to
tackling vulnerability in immigration
detention announced

The announcement comes in response to Stephen Shaw’s second review of the
government’s approach to vulnerable people in immigration detention which
looks at progress the government has made since his first report in 2016.

The measures announced include commitments to work with charities, faith
groups, communities and other stakeholders to develop alternatives to
detention, strengthening support for vulnerable detainees and increasing
transparency around immigration detention.

In addition, the reforms will improve facilities in immigration removal
centres. These include an immediate stop to the practice of three detainees
occupying rooms originally designed for 2, piloting the use of Skype, and
reviewing the training and support for staff in immigration removal centres
so that they can work with detainees more closely.

The Home Secretary also announced that he would review how time limited
detention works in other countries, to build an evidence base to better
inform the debate in the UK. And while currently detainees have an automatic
bail hearing every 4 months, the government will pilot an additional bail
referral after 2 months.

Home Secretary, Sajid Javid, said:

Detention is an important part of the immigration system — but it
must be fair, dignified and protect the most vulnerable.

We have made significant improvements to our approach in recent
years, but it is clear we can go further.

Under these reforms, we will work with our partners to develop
alternatives to detention. We will also improve support for the
most vulnerable, introduce a new drive on dignity in detention and
be more transparent.

My ultimate goal is to ensure that our immigration system —
including our approach to detention — is effective and humane.

The Home Office has already started working with the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees to develop new pilot schemes, including an initial
one to allow vulnerable women to be managed in the community, where they
would otherwise be liable for detention.

Gonzalo Vargas Llosa, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees UK
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Representative said:

UNHCR appreciates the increased efforts to review detention use in
the UK, including the work of Stephen Shaw on the treatment of
vulnerable detainees.

We welcome the recent reduction in the use of immigration
detention, and encourage the Government to continue this trend.
Community-based, case management alternatives provide an effective
means of resolving immigration and asylum cases without detention.

UNHCR is grateful for the Home Office’s commitment to introducing
alternatives to detention and will seek to intensify collaboration
in this area. This work should help further reduce the use of
detention, and provide better support and outcomes for those stuck
in the immigration system.

To increase support for vulnerable detainees, the Home Office will amend the
Adults at Risk policy so it differentiates more strongly between cases to
make sure those with the most complex needs receive the right attention and
care.

Finally, the Home Secretary has committed to publish more data on the
immigration system. Alongside this, he is commissioning a new annual report
by the Independent Chief Inspector of Borders and Immigration to assess
progress on the adults at risk policy.

Press release: Government confirms
detail on new Bill that will put
Withdrawal Agreement into law

Less than two weeks after the Government confirmed its comprehensive plans
for the UK’s future relationship with the EU, it has published a further
White Paper explaining how the UK’s Withdrawal Agreement will be put into
law.

The EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill — formerly known as the Withdrawal
Agreement and Implementation Bill — will legislate for the major elements of
the Withdrawal Agreement we reach with the EU, including issues such as the
agreement on citizens’ rights, the financial settlement and the details of a
time-limited implementation period.

The precise details of the Bill will be subject to the ongoing negotiations
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with the EU but today’s White Paper provides yet more legal certainty as we
prepare to leave the EU in March next year.

It confirms that the Bill will:

e be the primary means by which the rights of EU citizens will be
implemented and protected in UK law;

e amend some parts of the EU (Withdrawal) Act to ensure that our statute
book functions correctly during the time-limited implementation period;
and

e create a financial authority to manage the specific payments to be made
under the financial settlement, with appropriate Parliamentary
oversight.

With UK and EU negotiators continuing to work through outstanding parts of
the Withdrawal Agreement, including on Northern Ireland and other separation
issues, more detail on how they will be legislated for will be provided in
due course.

The Secretary of State for Exiting the EU, Dominic Raab said:

“This White Paper on the EU (Withdrawal Agreement) Bill explains the
pragmatic approach we are taking to legislating for our Withdrawal Agreement,
including the time-limited implementation period that we agreed with the EU
in March.

“It also provides further certainty at home and in the negotiations that the
UK is getting on with the job of delivering a smooth and orderly Brexit while
giving Parliamentarians an opportunity to consider the detail of the EU
(Withdrawal Agreement) Bill before it is introduced.

“We look forward to working with MPs and peers on this crucial piece of
legislation which will give effect to our exit Treaty in law.”

The Bill was announced in November last year, but this is the first time that
the Government has presented detail on how key parts of the Withdrawal
Agreement will be made reality in UK law.

It follows the EU (Withdrawal) Act which received Royal Assent on 26 June
2018 and will ensure that our statute book functions when we leave,
regardless of the outcome of the negotiations.
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UK is getting on with the job of delivering a smooth and orderly Brexit while
giving Parliamentarians an opportunity to consider the detail of the EU
(Withdrawal Agreement) Bill before it is introduced.

“We look forward to working with MPs and peers on this crucial piece of
legislation which will give effect to our exit Treaty in law.”

The Bill was announced in November last year, but this is the first time that
the Government has presented detail on how key parts of the Withdrawal
Agreement will be made reality in UK law.

It follows the EU (Withdrawal) Act which received Royal Assent on 26 June
2018 and will ensure that our statute book functions when we leave,
regardless of the outcome of the negotiations.

Corporate report: The Marine
Management Organisation annual report
and accounts 2017 to 2018

Annual report and accounts cover the financial year 2017/18. This paper was
laid before Parliament in response to a legislative requirement or as a
return to an address and was ordered to be printed by the House of Commons.

News story: Michael Gove celebrates
the best of Welsh at the Royal Show

Environment Secretary Michael Gove joined Welsh Secretary Alun Cairns at the
Royal Welsh Show in Llanelwedd today, 24 July, experiencing the very best of
Welsh food, farming and rural life.

They met with the Welsh Government’s Cabinet Secretary for Rural Affairs
Lesley Griffiths AM, as well as representatives from the Royal Welsh
Agricultural Society, Farmers Union Wales and NFU Cymru, to discuss future
farming policy once we leave the EU.

Earlier this month the Secretary of State welcomed the proposals from the
Welsh Government to replace the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
make the most of the new freedoms provided by Brexit.
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He also reiterated the need for Defra and the Welsh Government to work
closely to reduce the bureaucracy faced by farms on the Wales-England border,
addressing some of the points raised in response to Defra’s public
consultation.

Later in the afternoon he visited the Food Hall — sponsored by Food is GREAT
— which celebrates fantastic local produce including:

e Snowdonia Cheese — The Snowdonia Cheese Company was established in 2001
and has created a luxury range of cheeses from around the lakes and
mountains of North Wales

e Anglesey Sea Salt — the finest sea salt from the clean waters that
surround Anglesey, produced by food company Halen Mén and used in some
of the best restaurants worldwide

e Lochmeyler Farm Ice Cream — a family dairy farm making ice cream from
its 350 free-range cows, with flavours including blackberry, ginger and
Pembrokeshire salted caramel

e Blodyn Aur — translated as ‘Golden Flower’, this is Welsh rapeseed oil
grown and pressed on a farm near the village of Llanfihangel Glyn Myfyr

e Apple County Cider — award-winning ciders from orchards on the
Monmouthshire hills

Environment Secretary Michael Gove said:

It is a pleasure to be here in this beautiful part of Wales for one
of the biggest and best agricultural events of the year.

As we leave the EU we have a once in a lifetime opportunity to
transform our food, farming and environmental policies. We expect
to see more powers than ever before being granted to the Welsh
government, and we are continuing to work closely to deliver a
Brexit that will benefit Welsh farmers and consumers.

Secretary of State for Wales Alun Cairns said:

I am delighted to welcome the Environment Secretary to the Royal
Welsh Show once again. It’s a wonderful showcase for the quality of
our livestock, food and drink and farm produce, highlighted by the
hundreds of thousands of visitors who flock to Builth Wells year
upon year to experience this showpiece event.

From multi-million pound investments in superfast broadband to
supporting innovation in the agri-tech sector through our modern
Industrial Strategy, we are delivering the measures needed to
support the agricultural industry in Wales. As we move into the
final stages of EU exit negotiations, we are stepping up our
engagement to make sure the voices of the sector are heard.

To find out more about the Royal Welsh Show, which runs until 26 July, please



see here


http://www.rwas.wales/

