
News story: Extra powers to prevent
the misuse of drones

The government is to consult on new measures to prevent the misuse of drones,
including on-the-spot fines and the ability to seize them if necessary.

The new measures are intended to ensure drones are being used safely in a
market set to grow rapidly over the next decade.

Drones have the potential to bring great benefits to the UK, and with the
industry predicted by PwC to be worth £42 billion to the UK by 2030, creating
a blueprint for safe and secure use now is crucial to prepare for the future.

The measures in the consultation launched today (26 July 2018) are part of a
wider programme of new drone legislation and will shape the content of a
draft Drones Bill due to be published later this year.

Proposed measures include:

police issuing fixed penalty notices to those disregarding drone rules
using new counter-drone technology to protect public events and critical
national infrastructure and stop contraband reaching prisons
introducing minimum age restrictions for drone owners in addition to the
new tests they will need to take
proposals for regulating and mandating the use of ‘apps’ on which pilots
would file flight plans ahead of take-off

Promotional video for the drones consultation

Baroness Sugg, Aviation Minister, said:

Drones present exciting benefits to our society and our economy,
but with a small group of people choosing to use them for harm
there are challenges we must overcome if we are to prevent them
hindering the potential of this technology.

That’s why we’ve already introduced safety measures like a height
limit, and rules around airports, and today we are consulting on
how we go further, including extra police powers and a minimum age
requirement.

Drones are already being used for a myriad of exciting applications from
inspecting national infrastructure like railways and power stations, to
aiding disaster relief by speeding up the delivery of blood.

The industry has the potential to be worth billions to the UK economy so it
is vital that it develops with a strong framework to encourage innovation and
growth while keeping people safe.
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The police and security personnel already have powers to address the misuse
of drones, but these new proposals will reinforce the importance of complying
with drone safety rules, and create a tailored toolkit to ensure they are
observed.

The proposals are part of a package of work from the government to ensure
drones are flown safely as they become used more frequently.

On Monday (30 July 2018) updates to the Air Navigation Order also come into
force – implementing new height and airport boundary restrictions. Those
breaching these restrictions will face penalties of up to £2,500 and could
also be charged with recklessly or negligently acting in a manner likely to
endanger an aircraft or any person in an aircraft, which can carry a penalty
of up to 5 years imprisonment.

Drones form part of the government’s Future of mobility grand challenge and
are currently being used for a broad range of purposes across different
industry sectors including:

Costain use drones for inspections at Hinkley Point C Nuclear Power
Station, saving 50% of costs compared to the use of helicopters or human
inspection teams
the inspection of a wind turbine typically costs over £1,000 per tower –
performing the same inspection using a drone cuts the cost by around 50%
Network Rail are using drones to improve track maintenance and boost
field worker efficiency, whilst reducing the amount of work at height
required on Network Rail’s assets
research by Deutsche Bank showed that drones cost less than £0.04 per
mile to deliver a parcel the size of a shoe box, compared to delivery
costs of up to £5 for premium ground services
television shows such as Planet Earth II use drones to film wildlife
hundreds of feet up in the trees

National Statistics: Digest of UK
Energy Statistics – 2017

The Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics (DUKES) is the annual energy
statistics publication of BEIS. It provides a detailed and comprehensive
picture on the production and consumption of individual fuels and of energy
as a whole for the last three years and a detailed picture for the last five
years.
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Official Statistics: Energy
Performance of Buildings Certificates
in England and Wales: 2008 to June
2018

Information about certificates on the energy efficiency of domestic and non-
domestic buildings in England and Wales that have been constructed, sold, or
let since 2008, and of larger public authority buildings since 2008. These
statistics do not cover the entire building stock across England and Wales.

Figures are drawn from 2 datasets on the Energy Performance of Buildings
Registers:

Energy Performance Certificates (EPCs) for domestic and non-domestic
properties covering England and Wales
Display Energy Certificates (DECs) for larger buildings occupied by
public authorities in England and Wales.

Press release: Statistical press
release: Digest of UK Energy
Statistics 2018
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Press release: PM: We will deliver a
farming policy which supports
agriculture and improves the
environment

The UK will maintain environmental protections, safeguard animal welfare and
support the production of high quality food, the Prime Minister will say
tomorrow as she meets farmers and food producers at the Royal Welsh Show in
Llanelwedd, Powys.

Theresa May will set out the government’s plans for a post-Brexit farming
policy which works for farmers and food producers, while improving the
environment, by replacing the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy – which awards
subsidies based on the amount of land farmed – with a new system of public
money for public goods.

In a roundtable with farmers and agricultural organisations including the
Royal Welsh Agricultural Society, Farmers Union Wales, NFU Cymru and the CLA,
the Prime Minister will also reiterate her commitment to maintaining current
funding levels until the end of this Parliament to ensure farmers have the
certainty they need to plan for their business.

Prime Minister Theresa May said:

This Government is committed to supporting the half a million
people who work in agriculture and growing our world leading food
and drinks sector, which contributes over £100 billion to the UK
economy. But we also need to protect the farmed environment for
future generations.

Leaving the EU presents us with a unique opportunity to transform
our food, farming and environmental policies so we can have a
healthy and prosperous agricultural industry that is fit for the
future, and helps us to leave the environment in a better place
than we found it.

Scrapping the Common Agricultural Policy, and introducing a simpler
system which provides funds in return for public goods, like
improving water quality, reducing emissions and planting wild
flower meadows to boost biodiversity, is fundamental to our new
approach.

I want to make the most of the freedoms provided by Brexit to
design a new scheme that is less bureaucratic, and does away with
the overly prescriptive information farmers currently have to
provide to apply for grants.
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I commend our hard working farmers up and down the country, and
here in Wales, who deserve better than the fundamentally flawed CAP
system. That is why I want to hear from them today about what they
need so we deliver a farming policy which supports the whole
industry.

And while our proposals are for England only, I look forward to
working with the Farming unions, Welsh Government and stakeholders
to best serve our farmers here as they develop a scheme specific to
Wales.

During her visit the Prime Minister will also meet with the Wales Young
Farmers Club, and stall-holders in the Food Hall, sponsored by Food is GREAT,
alongside setting out measures from the 25 Year Environment Plan to protect
the nation’s countryside and steps to bring forward the first Environment
Bill in over 20 years.


